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The Pool Season is just around the corner 

By Jeanette Hadde 

As of March 1 the pool will be opening in 85 days.  The pool com-
mittee has been hard at work during the off-season  to ensure that 
you have a safe and fun experience  at the pool.  There is still a lot 
of work to be done so we need your help.  At the end of this article, 
please note how you can get involved. 

Since our community is growing and the demand on the pool is in-
creasing, we must enforce our rules and regulations. Pool rules are 
intended to protect you and the Home Owners Association.  Pool 
rules are posted at the pool and a printout is available at the fitness 
center desk.  Rules are also posted on our website.  We thank you in 
advance for your cooperation in following the rules. 

The pool and the fitness area provide the greatest risk of injury so 
the signed waiver by all residents and guests is critical for our protection.  We will be updating the waivers, so please 
be sure to bring an ID with you to the pool during May and June until our guards become familiar with you.  Guards 
will be instructed to ask for proof of residency for any individual they do not know.  Please be patient during the first 
few weeks while waivers are still being updated and the guards become familiar with you.   

As in the past, we have had some issues with regard to the use of the pool by guests.  Of course, our residents may use 
the pool during all open hours at no charge.  For your reference,  

A member is defined as “any resident owner or Tenant of a living unit and all other individuals permanently 
residing at the address.”  This includes persons attending school away from home but residing in that  living 
unit during the school breaks.”  

Individuals not meeting the residency requirements will be considered guest and subject to admission rules and guest 
policies.  Guests must be accompanied by the member at all times while at the pool.  Any relatives, friends, etc. who 
may be staying  at your home during the summer are not considered members and are therefore subject to the 
guest policy.   

Admission to the pool by guests require that they sign your waiver and pay the $2.00 entrance fee or produce a RHO 
Pool ticket.  Pool tickets can be purchased at the Recreation Center desk starting April 1 for $1.00.  Once the pool 
opens, the ticket price will be $2.00. If you do not have a ticket, please bring exact change as the guards cannot make 
change.  Once you exit the pool area, your guests must leave with you. 

As a reminder, Residents may bring up to eight guests to the pool.  If you plan on bringing more than eight guests, 
you must register beforehand at the fitness desk. 

As you know, we had some lifeguard shortages last year.  We have been working side by side with our pool manage-
ment company, Metropolitan Pools, to recruit guards.  While Metropolitan Pool cannot guarantee that anyone we rec-
ommend will work exclusively at our pool, the more guards they have as a whole improves our chances of full cover-
age.  That being said, we have provided North Ridgeville High School with flyers to distribute.  We will be working 
with other local school districts as well.  If you or anyone you know who will be 16 by this summer who wants to be 
a lifeguard, please visit www.metropool.com.  Let them know that you have been referred by our Homeowners Asso-
ciation.  You can also specify your preference to work at Ridgefield.  If you have any additional questions, please feel 
free to email me at rhapool8700@gmail. 

As a reminder, our contract with Metropolitan Pools, states that hours may be reduced once the North Ridgeville 
school is back in session.   Once school starts, it is highly unlikely that we will have enough guards to maintain nor-
mal operating hours and provide adult swim!  Therefore, you should expect changes beginning August 17 th.  

Continued on page 39. Pool 

http://www.metropool.com
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Back - Nick Bogner, App., Joe Erni & Ken Lutke 

Front -  Mary Beth & David Bogner 
 

Helping You Plan 

A Personal 

Remembrance                                                                               
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Covenants & Code of Regulations Points to Know 
 

In an effort to better communicate, prevent problems, and give current and potential new residents of Ridgefield important information, the 
following list of key abbreviated points has been extracted from our Declaration of Covenants, Restrictions, & Easements document.  By 
and large these are the handful of issues that routinely surface for clarification, emphasis, and enforcement. 

Any change to the exterior of a Living Unit requires the submission and approval of an Architectural Review.  
Request a form (available at the Rec. Center) to obtain approval for changes, including but not limited to: fencing, roof & siding color, 
additions, pergolas, gazebos, free-standing structures, etc. 
Owner has the duty to maintain their property and all Common Properties adjacent to the Owner’s lot including the caring for trees, 
shrubs, and grass. 
Annual assessment (currently $500/yr.) is due by January 15 of each year. 

       Parking of a commercial vehicle, motorcycle, trailer, snowmobile, ATV, boat, mobile home, or RV overnight is not permitted. 
Trash barrels are to be stored from public view. 
Signage is strictly regulated. 
The Board of Directors has the authority to enforce covenants. 
Full copies of the Revised Covenants, Code of Regulations, and rules are available at the RHA office at the Rec. Center or on line at 
www.ridgefieldhomeowners.com. 

 

Treasurer 
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440-748-1562 

rhasec8700@gmail.
com 

2019 - 2020 RHA Directors ADS 

Bob Esper 

Vice-President 

Grounds & Maint.   

440-453-3863 

rhagrounds8700@ 

gmail.com 

Jeannette Hadde 

President/Pool 

rhapresident@ 
gmail 

rhpool8700@ 

gmail.com 

216-990-1929 

Steve Hales 
Public Relations 

Social 
rhasocial8700@ 

gmail.com 
 

440-823-5710 

Sue Crompton 

Architectural 

rhaarchitec-
ture8700 

@gmail.com 

440-522-1179 

Rita Rutherford 
Rec. Center 

rharec8701@ 
gmail.com 

440.653.0380  

2019-2020 RHA Officers 

 

    Flyers        Page 
Bicycle Club Interest Survey           52 

Danbury Senior Living          March 26          53 

Lolly the Trolly to Lakeview Cemetery  April 26           54 

Pot Luck Supper and Game Night       March 28            55 

Sunset Memorial Park Seminar         March 11          56 

Metro Pools Hiring for 2020 Season                               57 

ARTICLES 

 
Armaro 17 

Basch's Moment in Time 8 

Blue Barn Shops 8 

Bognar Family Funeral 2 

Center Cleaning 14 

Chrystal Clear Pressure Washing & Window 

Washing 
7 

Clasen Painting 10, 46 

Climate-Tech 37 

Concrete Leveling 6 

Denny's Complete Pest Mgmt. Co. 17 

Dogs On The Go 6,18 

Edward Jones 5 

Evergreen Tree & Lawn Care 6,18 

Exclusive GEO Works 52 

Falls PC Clinic 14 

Finishing Touch Landscape & Design 29 

Flooring Concepts 23 

Isagenix  Sue Mertus 10,24 

K R Nagy Construction 8 

Keener Kuts  6 

Ken the Painter  3,21,24 

Landing Point Financial Group - Amerprise 20 

Local In Home Caregiver 16 

Lou's Electric Service 16 

Luxury Heating & Air 12,27 

Mary Kay - Georgia Awig 14,46 

Maximum Graphix 2 

My Daily Choice Susan Scheall 21,41 

Practical Protective Training (CCW) 14, 52 

Preferred Security 6,52 

Preplanning a Smart Decision   Sue Mertus 6, 29 

RE/MAX - Bob Schmitt Homes 26,38 

Russell Real Estate Services Jennifer Taylor 5 

Scott Arndt DDS 58 

Sunset Memorial Park  Sue Mertus 6, 29 

The Stump Guy 10 

Ad Rates - Newsletter 50 

Advertisers 24,46 

Architectural Rules 11 

As Stated by the Wise Old Ron Arndt 29 

Be Included in the Newsletter 16 

Before You Start 41 

Children's Christmas Party 22 

Chili Cook-off 34 

City of N. Ridgeville Contact Numbers 50 

Classes at the Rec. Center 30 

Club Corner 18 

Cluster-Home 21 

Council Ward III Bruce Abens Ward 19,46 

Covenants & Code of Regulations 4 

Fertilizer-Sidewalk Safety 46 

Five Ways to Safeguard Your Home 51 

Health and Fitness happenings 13 

Mayor's Message  Kevin Corcoran 11 

Meals On Wheels Drivers 10 

Meet & Greet 2020 42 

News/Human Interest Items Wanted 10 

Newsletter Committee 50 

North Ridgefield Police off advice 25 

North Ridgeville Library Information 47 

North Ridgeville Senior Center - Upcom-

ing Events 
44 

Pool 1 

Publisher Information 50 

Recipe Corner 45 

Recreation Center Information 28 

Ridgefield Golfers 33 

Ridgefield Happenings 15 

Ridgefield Nextdoor 24 

Ridgefield word search 48 

Rita…The Joyful Heart 9 

Social Committee News 7 

Support Our Advertisers 46 

The Year is 1919 32 

Value of Facebook for Seniors 39 

VFW Post 9871  16 

Website 50 

When "The War" Came Home 40 



       5 

 



6 

 

 

Hours:  
  

Monday, Tuesday    8:00 - 5:30 

 Closed Wednesday  

 Thursday, Friday  8:00 - 5:30 

 Saturday   8:00 - 3:00 

 

 

There is no job too big or too small 

 

See ad on page 28 
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Social Committee News 
 

  Over the winter, your Social Committee has been keeping our “Non Snowbirds” busy with a variety of activities.  There was 
the annual CHILDREN’S CHRISTMAS PARTY on December 7th, which was again a great success. 136 folks (residents, kids 
and grandkids) had a wonderful time getting faces painted, playing games, visiting with Santa and Mrs. Claus (Thank you, Steve 
and Jean Beckner!), munching on cookies and choosing from a great variety of balloon-twisting items.  Many thanks to Debbie 
Forthofer and her amazing committee who worked hard beginning back in September to put this all together. 

   In January, the FIFTH ANNUAL CHILI COOK-OFF took place with 86 residence in attendance. Be sure to check out the 
pictures and read the details of this event elsewhere in this Newsletter. Who do you think won this year’s Golden Spoon???  

   In February, 24 of us ventured to Lakewood to the Beck Center for the Arts to see a collaborative production of “THE 
SCOTTSBORO BOYS,” with the actors from BW’s famed Music Theatre program. These students are so talented that it’s easy 
to imagine seeing them on Broadway in a few years! 

   Our upcoming events for spring are just as exciting. In March, we have our annual POT LUCK SUPPER and GAME 
NIGHT. Please sign up with what dish you will be bringing, bring your favorite card or board game or just $3 in quarters if 
you’d like to play LRC and prepare to have a fun evening! Paper products and beverages will be provided.  

   April 26 is a “LOLLY the TROLLEY TOUR” of LAKE VIEW CEMETERY, with its magnificent display of 100,000 daffo-
dils in bloom. There is also President Garfield’s Memorial, the famed Wade Chapel (designed by Tiffany of New York), and the 
grave site of none other than Elliot Ness.  Only 36 people fit on “Lolly” so I suggest you sign up early. 

   May - to be determined. 

   Please note the enclosed flyers that offer more details for each of these events, paying particular attention to deadlines. If you 
receive your Newsletter by email, you can always print out the flyers yourself or just pick up a hard copy from the bulletin board 
at the Rec Center. As always, if there is a charge for the event, checks should be made out to “ RHA” with a notation in the 
memo line for the particular event for which you are paying.  HAPPY SPRING! 

Peg Anderson, Social Chair 

 

 

 

 

 

CRYSTAL CLEAR PRESSURE & WINDOW WASHING 

‘GUARANTEED TO MAKE YOUR HOME FEEL NEW AGAIN’ 
Call Jimmy 

for 

FREE ESTIMATES 

216-640-0945 
See reviews at: www.Thumbtack.com/CrystalClearWindowWashing 

Email: CCWindowWashing.quotes@gmail.com 

  PRESSURE & WINDOW WASHING   

INTERIOR & EXTERIOR 

CONCRETE SEALING 
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State certified plumber 

Gas Line Certified Installer 

Home Repairs, Granite & Laminate Floors 

Bathroom & Kitchen Remodeling 

Siding Repair 

Counter Tops 

Licensed & Registered 

Son of Ridgefield Resident 

krnagy01@gmail.com 

38635 Overlook Dr 
Grafton Oh, 44044 
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Rita…The Joyful Heart 
Authored by Ridgefield Newsletter Committeeman, Ron Arndt 

 

It took only moments of visiting with the soft-spoken Rita Rutherford before I 
felt the energy, the sincerity and the incredible work ethic that drives her to con-
tinue her seemingly never-exhaustible energy for volunteerism. Clearly in her 
mind, there are seven days in the week and someday isn’t one of them. A rela-
tively new ‘implant’ to our Ridgefield community, Rita, along with her hus-
band, Jerome, moved from Pioneer Ridge to Ridgefield in 2017. Jerome was a 
Sherriff in Tennessee and recently retired from a career at Social Security. She is 
the mother of four son’s: Jacob; Tim; Zac and Joseph and a grandmother to two, 
Eivin and Ava. 

Within a very short time after arriving here in Ridgefield, Rita became actively 
involved in our community. If you are reading this article, you will have likely 
noticed over the past year or two an ‘uptick’ in new and interesting activities 
taking place at the Ridgefield Recreation center. For example, her all-volunteer efforts last year brought us the first 
Health & Wellness Fair event where twenty-four local vendors presented their health-improving ideas to nearly nine-
ty Ridgefield residents. She arranged for LCCC to sponsor this fabulous event. There were many games for the chil-
dren, a prize wheel, bone density testing, grip strength, and many other health-related activities.  

Two years ago, Rita, through her volunteering work with our own Georgia Awig, became connected with Kristi at 
Lorain County Community College to bring water aerobics to Ridgefield. Not only did this become a ‘HIT’ a small 
group of residents had overheard Rita talk about her ‘plant-based’ lifestyle and wanted to learn more. More about 
better health and better lifestyle habits. She quickly discovered that there was a strong desire and interest in our com-
munity to learn even more. That’s all she needed to embark on a new series of interactive and learning experiences 
for all residents in Ridgefield. That’s why she was asked to become our new Recreation Director for Ridgefield. 

Last year she organized a 12-week Yoga class with sixty residents participating. Meditation classes also were very 
well attended with thirty-one residents that participated. She’s arranged for an entire new series of Yoga and medita-
tion classes in 2020. And new to the list of incredible activities she brought to Ridgefield is Paul O’Donoghue’s class 
called “Brains, Balance, and Never Grow Old Fitness”. This author can attest to the incredible value of Paul’s 
class as my bride and I were participants. It was so enthusiastically embraced that it appears Rita is going to bring 
him back for more. Twenty-four people joined in this great program. If you want to be fit, vibrant and independent 
now and for years to come, you will want to seriously consider this program. 

Rita is so excited about the interest and value of these programs that she has invited anyone in our community to 
reach out to her personally at rharec8701@gmail.com with any ideas, questions for future talks, events or classes. It 
is clearly apparent that Rita is the kind of person others admire, can count on, trust, and enjoy spending time with. 
She is a wise person who has learned that when you have developed that reputation, people will start to ask you what 
you do, and you will be amazed at how many people will want to work with you on the things that matter to you. She 
is a gem! 

In further conversation with Rita, I discovered more amazing volunteerism in her life. 
Through a warm and loving childhood relationship with her cousin, Paula, who was born 
with many disabilities, including Cerebral Palsy, Rita learned that you can never change 
the past nor control the future, but you can change the mood of the day by touching 
someone’s heart with your smile. In spite of Paula’s challenges, Rita saw ‘joy in her heart’ 
and she taught Rita and her sons about living, about the fact that in life, you usually get 
what you ask for, eventually, and it rarely comes in the package you think it’s supposed to 
come in. Paula’s life of loving and caring for others left such an indelible imprint on Rita 
that it inspired her to attend Ashland College where she earned her degree in Special Edu-
cation. When you visit with Rita, her calm, soothing and patient demeanor is a perfect 

match for her educational career and how she ‘reaches out’ to others.  

 

Continued on page 41. Rita 
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News/Human Interest Items 

Wanted For the Newsletter: 
 

• If you have a relative or friend in the 

military 

• Wedding Anniversary 

• Recent retiree 

• If you get an award from work or an 

organization 

• If you get a degree  

• Vacation photos 

• Interesting neighbor 

• Do you volunteer? 

Contact  -  Norris Scott    440-748-1562 

Meals On Wheels Drivers Needed 
 

North Ridgeville Office for Older Adults is looking for Meals 
On Wheels Drivers for North Ridgeville, Columbia Station, 
Grafton and LaGrange routes. Volunteers must be at least 18 
years old, have a clean driving record and a valid driver li-
cense. We do a background check on all applicants.  

Meals are picked up at the North Ridgeville Senior Center 
between 10AM - 10:30 AM Monday through Friday. The 
meals are then delivered to the clients by our drivers no later 
than 12 noon. Substitute drivers would fill in on various 
routes as needed to cover vacations, illness, etc. and always 
have the possibility of becoming a permanent driver if a route 
becomes available.  

 

Emily Radloff    Bookkeeper/Meals On Wheels & Volunteer 
Coordinator 

North Ridgeville Office for Older Adults Senior Center 

7327 Avon Belden Road  North Ridgeville, Ohio  44039     
(440) 353-0829 Office Phone   (440) 353-0858  Fax 

ISAGENIX 
RESULTS YOU CAN'T GET ANYWHERE ELSE 

Are you interested in - 

Healthy weight loss 

Feeling younger 

Amazing energy 

Lowering blood pressure, cholesterol and glucose With-

out - 
Countless Hours at the Gym 

Cutting out your favorite foods 

Feeling hungry all day 

I would like to share with you a program that can do it 
all. Isagenix offers tasty meal replacement shakes that 
are high in protein and gives your body the fuel it needs 
to make it through the day. 

We have a wide variety of products that are not only 
high in quality, but work - and work well - to fit any 
lifestyle and help you experience results whether it is to 
lose weight or just feel better. 

If you are not satisfied, we offer a 30 day money 
back guarantee. Call me for the full details. 

 

Sue Mertus 

Consultant 

216-570-5218 
smertus@aol.com  

mailto:smertus@aol.com
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Architectural Rules 
 

Because Spring will be arriving soon, please be aware of the following procedures that need to be followed if you are 
going to: 

 Repaint your house the same color  Repaint your house a different color 

 Vinyl side your home    Add stone on your home 

 Add an addition    Put up a fence or Pergola 

All of the above need an Architectural Review Request form filled out and approved before any work is to be done 
on your home or yard. These forms can be found at the rec center. Many of the above changes to your home need a 
permit before any changes are made to your home. 

Many people have requested new colors be added to our existing colors. There is a binder at the rec center that has all 
the existing and new colors. 

Mayor’s Report 

Thank you to all my Ridgefield neighbors for your support and well-wishes as I begin 

my four year term as Mayor of the City of North Ridgeville. I am honored to serve and 

recognize the responsibility that the position has to the community. While January was a 

bit of a whirlwind, I have adjusted well and look forward to improving the community 

and the lives of those who live and work here. 

My term of office began on New Year’s Day and I started off by painting the office with 

the help of Dr. Ron Arndt. We had fun and managed to knock out our work in a few 

hours and helped transform the office into a space I could call my own. On January 10 th, 

the Chamber of Commerce hosted the State of the City and I made my presentation to 

the audience and the community. The speech was videotaped and appears on the City of 

North Ridgeville website. 

We have many wonderful people working for the city and I gave an update to the work that they performed in 2019. 

Here are a few of the projects that we are expecting to complete this year. The Danbury project will have opened by 

the time you’re reading this. The Avenue Nursing Home and Rehabilitation Center should be opening soon. Discount 

Drug Mart will begin construction this year along with Young Explorers Montessori School and Primrose School. 

Animal Clinic Northview and South of the Square Collision will expand their businesses this year. We have several 

capital projects planned for this year including a new roundabout located at the intersection of Chestnut and Alt. Rt. 

83. ODOT will repave SR 83 from the northern city limit to the southern limit. We will renovate and add to Fire Sta-

tion #2, realign Barres Road at Stoney Ridge and connect Ranger Way to Bainbridge. We will continue to construct 

the Mill Creek Conservation and Flood Control Project which will help alleviate flooding and create a park-like set-

ting with walking trails. These projects and many others will keep North Ridgeville moving forward.  

There are many projects to work on including short-term and long-term planning, passing levies (See Councilman 

Abens’ article for more information or the city’s website) and improvements to make the city more efficient. If you 

have any questions, please feel free to reach out or come to the Coffee and Conversation events held at City Hall 

where you can hear about your city and ask questions in an informal setting. Please see the city’s website, 

www.nridgeville.org, for meeting dates and times, schedule of events and newsworthy items.  

Thank you again for your support! 

Mayor Kevin Corcoran 
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Expires 5-31-2020 

Expires 5-31-2020 
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Health and Fitness Happenings for March/April/May 

Rita Rutherford Rec Director  rharec8701@gmail.com  

Hello Neighbors, 

WELCOME TO 2020!! Classes and talks are continuing in 2020 at our rec center! Check them out!! Fun times! 

Dr. Lisa Fox-Wright -Holistic Veterinarian spoke at our rec center Jan. 31. Dr. Lisa’s live demo of bone broth for our furry 

friends and a Weiner Omelet, that was good enough for humans to eat, was fabulous!! Did you know that bone broth can in-

crease the moisture in out pets’ body? Does your dog scratch themselves a lot? They might need more moisture and that is a 

why they need to have bone broth! If you are interested in more information you can email Dr. Lisa at divergentdvm@aol.com 

or https://www.facebook.com/divergentdvm Dr. Lisa will be returning in the spring so be on the look out for that! 

Yoga has been great with 60 total participants!! The 1st Session of ‘Yoga with Danielle’ began Tuesday, Jan. 7th (5:30-6:30 pm 

class) & Wednesday, Jan. 8th (4:00-5:00 pm class) and continues for 12 weeks with Tuesday, Mar. 31 and Wednesday, April 1 

being the last classes of the First Session.                                                                                

*A friendly reminder that there are NO CLASSES Mar. 17th and 18th. 

The 2nd Session of ‘Yoga with Danielle’ will begin Tuesday, April 7, (5:30-6:30 pm) and Wednesday, April 8, (4:00-5:00 pm) 

lasting 6 weeks with Tuesday classes ending May 12, and Wednesday class ending May 13. The cost for the entire class will be 

$30.00. You can pay at the front desk with cash or a check payable to RHA. 

Did you know that yoga has a wide range of health benefits, including improved strength, flexibility, posture, cardiac health and 

breathing? Yoga can help in reducing stress, improving concentration and just feeling better! Sign up and give it a try! No previ-

ous yoga experience required. 

If you would like to have yoga classes during the summer months, please send me an email to let me know of your interest. 

Meditation began in January with a few participants. The final classes for Meditation will be March 19 and 26 th. There will not 

be another session of Meditation. If you are interested, you can always check out Donna’s Reiki at 440-341-4360 for your own 

private session at her studio in Grafton. 

And then we have…. Brains, Balance and Never Grow Old (BBNGO) classes with Paul and his lovely wife Mary. Paul test-

ed our cognition by playing a game of ‘Telephone’ during class!! Oh my!! We sure need to listen better! Paul incorporates 

movement, flexibility, stretching, core exercising as well as many balance challenges!! We need to remember that the ability to 

move is one of the most important aspects of our existence!  The 2nd Session of BBNGO began February 21, 9:00-10:am for 6 

weeks ($30.00) with the last class being March 27th.  A good resource Paul recommended is called Stretching to Stay Young, 

by Jessica Matthews. It is a book of simple workouts to keep you flexible, energized and pain-free. 

Tai Chi (Asian Exercise) classes will be 6 Tuesdays, Mar. 24, 31. Ap 7, 14, 21, 28. Classes begin at 10- 11:00 am. Cost is 

$30.00 for the 6 classes. Did you know that Tai Chi is a form of ‘moving meditation’ in which the practitioners move their bod-

ies gently and slowly while focusing on their breathing and awareness of each movement? Tai Chi was developed in ancient 

China and used originally for martial arts training purposes, but later people started practicing it for its holistic health benefits. 

This exercise incorporates key Chinese traditional health benefits such as balance of ying and yang and the flow of yi or life 

force. Tai Chi improves muscle strength, flexibility, balance and coordination. It also improves one’s sleep, reduces pain and 

stiffness and improves overall wellness. Why not give it a try for 6 weeks? Liz Wittmann will be instructing this class.  

Guess what?? Water Aerobics will return to our pool this summer for an 11-week session from June 1 through the week of Au-

gust 9. This was well received last year and Kristi, LCCC instructor, is excited to be returning this summer. Final details will be 

in the next newsletter and posted at our rec center bulletin board. 

If you would like to take a class, and missed the start date, or just want to try it out a few times, you can pay a ‘drop-in 

fee’ of $6.00 per class, for any of our classes. Please pay at the front desk, cash or check, made out to RHA, and sign the 

provided waivers. Thank you. 

Continued on page 31. Health 

mailto:rharec8701@gmail.com
mailto:divergentdvm@aol.com
https://www.facebook.com/divergentdvm
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EXPIRES 05/31/20 

 

    Cleveland     N. Ridgeville   Columbia Station  Fax 
    216-621-9864  440-327-5099      440-748-0640       440-748-0646                     

Courtesy Service                              Quality Price 

EXPIRES 05/31/20 

10% off first cleaning for 
Ridgefield residents 

10% off offer expires May 2020 

Denise Katz 

-Concealed Carry (CCW) Course 

-Basic Pistol Class 

-Private or small group lessons 

-Will teach in privacy of your  

     home and local gun range. 

-Enjoy teaching new shooters 

       NRA/USCCA Instructor 

Call 440-915-1737 for more details.   
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North Ridgeville Firefighter for 36 years—Retired  

 

VFW Post 9871 

Second and Fourth Sunday 
 

Will host a Breakfast from 9:00 AM - 12:00 Noon 

Located at 6805 Lear Nagle Road, North Ridgeville. 

$7.00 Adults - $6.00 Senior Citizens - $3.00 Children under 

10 

If you have any questions please call 440-327-4068. 

Be in the Newsletter  
News/Human Interest Items Wanted For the Newsletter: 

  

• If you have a relative or friend in the military 

• Wedding Anniversary 

• Recent retiree 

• If you get an award from work or an organization 

• If you get a degree  

• Vacation photos 

• Interesting neighbor 

• Do you volunteer? 

Contact  -  Norris Scott    440-748-1562 

Local In Home Caregiver  
 

10 years experience 

Dependable  

Trustworthy  
 

Call/text Abeer el Kawaneh 
 

(216)538-4938.  
 

Works in Ridgefield 
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WE SERVICE ALL MAKES + MODELS 

LICENSED - BONDED - INSURED  

6295 LEAR NAGLE RD. 

NORTH RIDGEVILLE, OHIO 44039 

440-327-5021 
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CELEBRATING 41 YEARS IN BUSINESS IN NORTH RIDGEVILLE 
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Club Corner – Mary Anne Kohl  440-731-3229 

 
With this issue of the Newsletter I will try to achieve the impossible!  My goal is to create email lists for bunko as 
well as canasta!  Some of you may have already received an email notifying you that your name is included for re-
minder emails.  If you wish to be removed OR ADDED to either or both lists, please email me at Mari-
col809@aol.com, (title it bunko/canasta).  Thanks. 
 
There are many groups here in Ridgefield that should interest some or most of you.  I’ll try to cover a few as always 
but I’ve come up with a new one:  How about a solitaire group!  Yes you read that right!  You can play by yourself, 
wherever and whenever you want.  No dues, no reporting to anyone, no refreshments (unless you bring it).  If inter-
ested, don’t call me, just start playing solitaire all by yourself.  See how much fun you have then!  
 
Yes I was being sarcastic.  You see, I’ve been practically begging people to come to Bunko, but the numbers keep 
falling.  Canasta numbers remain pretty good but we’re always open to more people.  Either group welcomes men or 
women, friends, neighbors, relatives, even from outside the development.   
 
Remember Bunko is played the 4th Wednesday of the month at 7:00 pm.  Mark your calendars for March 25th, April 
22nd, and May 27th.  That’s it until we play again in September!  Bring a friend, new players are always welcome.  $5 
could get you a nice haul!  Light snacks are usually provided.   
 
Monday Canasta has been changed to 12:30 pm.  This allows those who may have other commitments to leave by 
3:00 pm.  We start promptly at 12:30 (or 7:00 pm) so getting there 5 to 10 minutes early is appreciated.  Canasta re-
mains the same on Thursdays, 7:00 pm. We have been averaging 12 people but more are always welcome.  We can 
even teach you or refresh your memory how to play.  Rules for the game are decided before we start as there are sev-
eral versions of the game.  Guests from outside the development are also welcome at bunko and canasta.  
    . 
And don’t forget the two Bridge groups.  2nd Thursday of the month, contact Nancy Bowman and 
the 3rd Friday of the month, contact Chuck Nagy.  Both groups welcome new players. 
There is also a Ping Pong group, Golf group, and there may be a baseball group.  There will be a flyer at the Rec Cen-
ter for those interested in a bicycling group!  Be sure to check that out!  
 
And finally, be sure to watch Ridgefield Next-door for details of dates, places, & times for all activities. 
 
If you like parades and want to be in one, this is for you. 
 
Call for War of 1812 marchers:  More volunteers are always welcome to walk a mile in the clothes of our forefathers 

from North Ridgeville in our North Ridgeville Memorial Day Parade. If you would like to do so, or just march along-

side, contact Alan Willoughby at 440-316-7555. 

See survey (insert) regarding starting a cycling club. 

mailto:Maricol809@aol.com
mailto:Maricol809@aol.com
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Council Ward III Bruce Abens 

 

Belated Happy New Year Everyone! Hope you are still on track for keeping your resolutions. If you ’re like me, they’re 

on life support. 

I have received a few calls from constituents pertaining to the tax levies coming up on the March 17th ballot. First, 

you should know the school levy and the city levies will not increase your taxes. They are renewals. Second, they are 

very important to keeping the services provided by these levies at present levels. Without them, services would 

most definitely be cut. For the City of North Ridgeville the cuts would affect the police, fire, and service dept. (road 

repair if you will). 

For the schools the renewal is actually consolidating four “emergency” levies into one AND allow the schools to cap-

ture the taxes of the new structures built since the last levies were passed. You see, presently the taxes paid by the 

new homes do not increase the amount of dollars collected for the schools. The easiest way to explain it, is present-

ly that money goes into the pile - not on top of it. This actually means your tax bill decreases because the total 

amount collected, which by State law cannot increase, is divided over more taxpayers. Understand this does not 

amount to much on your tax bill - possibly $5-10 reduction. However, under a new provision of the State law the 

schools can capture new money from new residences/structures from newly passed levies and add it to the ap-

proved levy millage. A bit confusing and convoluted but it spells out that there is no increase in your taxes and the 

money is VERY important to the schools budget thus preventing any cutbacks. One other feature added for this time 

around, there is a 10 year expiration date on the levy. 

For additional explanations you should venture onto the City’s and/or School’s web sites. 

I have heard loud and clear the concerns Ridgefield residents have over the Gatestone “dip” and round-about. I 

have requested a re-evaluation of the “dip” with the goal of repairing it. 

Also, I have requested the tree in the center of the round-about be trimmed to improve sight lines. The City’s con-

cern with this second request are the number of residents who don’t want the tree disturbed. City crews have taken 

quite a bit of criticism when trees are trimmed. They just don’t care for wading into these waters. One other factor 

exacerbating the “dip” issue and the round-about is the failure to adhere to speed limits and not stopping at the 

stop signs. 

Again, I have requested a bit more police enforcement concerning this. If you are part of the problem, consider this 

a warning. 

I know you have questions pertaining to Center Ridge and Drug Mart but space prevents me from covering these 

areas. However, I believe the Mayor is planning to cover this in his message. If he doesn’t, please feel free to contact 

me by phone ((440)316-7091) or email (babens@nridgeville.org). 

Thank you and God Bless 

Bruce Abens Ward III Council Member  President Pro-Tem 
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 My Daily Choice 

Pure Organic CBD, 

      Hemp Products, 

          Essential Oils 

     For Pets and Humans 
 

Susan Scheall, Affiliate 

www.thelabladycbd.com 

 the-lab-lady3@yahoo.com 

440-452-2230   

Cluster-Home 
By Charlie McBriarty 

 

 What is a Cluster-home?  It is like happiness –meaning different things to different people. It is not a Patio-
home, Townhouse, Garden-house, or any of the more than a dozen different names that appear when searching for a 
new home. There is no definitive definition of “Cluster-home.” However, there is some agreement that it is a one-
story single-family  dwelling detached from other homes and the owners are free of external maintenance responsibil-
ities such as mowing lawns and shoveling snow. Cluster-homes also tend to have smaller lots than their Single-family  
home neighbors.   

 Our Ridgefield development has a number of Cluster-homes. The Ridgefield web site identifies six Cluster 
Associations (CA): [1] Glenwood Cluster Association; [2] Hummingbird Cluster Association; [3] Nesthaven/Quail 
Cluster Association; [4] Sandpiper/Deerspring  Cluster Association; [5] Wings Cluster Association; and [6] Wood-
bridge Cluster Association. Each of these Cluster Associations include a number of Cluster-homes which are single 
family residents whose homes are relatively close to each other. It might be said that they were clustered together. 
None of the owners have the responsibility for mowing their lawns nor of shoveling snow. These tasks are out-
sourced.  

 These extra features all cost money and those funds are collectively the responsibility of the owners who ben-
efit. As a consequence, each of these clustered homes formed a Homeowners Association and established a corpora-
tion which is responsible for the creation of a budget, and assessing fees used to pay for services received by its 
homeowners. These CAs all differ from each other in various ways. Glenwood CA has 25 homes. It was the first to 
organize in Ridgefield and through the years has maintained an independent status. The most recently organized CA 
is Hummingbird which held its 2nd Annual Meeting last month. It has the potential of 35 homes, 34 of those are oc-
cupied or will be when construction which is anticipated to be completed soon. The Nesthaven/Quail CA unites two 
adjacent streets –Quail Court with 11 homes and Nest Haven Way with 44 homes totaling 55. The Sandpiper/
Deerspring CA joins two streets which are the furthest apart. Sandpiper Court has 12 homes and Deerspring Court 
has 16 homes giving this CA 28 members. Wings CA unites four side-by-side streets –Hawks Court with 13 homes, 
Eagles Court has 19, Tanager Court 21, and Wren Haven Circle with 20 for a grand total of 73.  

 The sixth CA, Woodbridge with 21 homes is accessed directly from Bagley Road and unlike any of the other 
CA Ridgefield homes some of the Woodbridge homes have attached walls or a shared roof. The fact that Cluster -
homes are built on smaller  lots does not necessarily result in a smaller home than their single-family  home neigh-
bors.  Nor does it mean the interior of the home follows a cookie-cutter design. Although there are some small  Clus-
ter-homes, there are others which are every bit as large as some of the largest single-family  homes. In many of these 
homes the inside design is upscale.  

 According to many Real Estate sources, the overall sophistication of Cluster-homes has appealed to a new 
market of empty-nesters, those anticipating retirement and retirees. The feasibly of adding a seventh CA to the 
Ridgefield landscape is under consideration, Questions of where, when, and how many have yet to be answered. Stay 
tuned. 
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Children's Christmas Party Thank You's 2019 
 
A fun time was had by all at the Children’s Christmas Party! So many: happy and painted faces, adorable balloons, 
cookies and delicious treats, and precious pictures of children with Santa and families in front of the beautiful wreath 
and decorated Christmas trees! This party was accomplished by the wonderful work of many individuals and thank 
you to all! First, HUGE thank you’s to the committee who has been at work since September putting their hearts into 
everything they did: Peg Anderson, Gloria Brenders, Mary Ann Damico, Marie Farrell, Mary Ludwig, Sharon Ohl-
sen, Carole Pochatek, Linda Seitz, Linda Summersett, and Sophie Walters. Many, many thank you’s to our neighbors, 
family members and friends who along with the committee pitched in during Friday night setup and the party: Jim 
Brenders, Kathy Cappabianca, Tom Damico, Neal Farrell, Ken & Barb Friedel, Ted Forthofer, Margaret Knestrick, 
John Kolb, Pat Mitchell, Evelyn Muetzel, Sharon Ohlsen, Rita Rutherford, Bob Seitz, and Gloria Brenders grand-
daughter Veronica. Many and more thank you’s to: our Santa and Mrs. Claus Steve and Jean Beckner, and their help-
ful elf Angelina; our three high school face painters; our many neighbors who supplied us with all the delicious cook-
ies, healthy treats, and beverages; and the many party goers who stayed to clean up without being asked and got it 
done in record time! And last but not least, thank you to everyone who signed up to attend the party and share their 
precious family with neighbors. I hope I haven’t left anyone off this list, and if I have, I apologize, and thank you! 
Merry Christmas neighbors, to you and yours! Debbie Forthofer, Ridgefield Social Committee  

https://nextdoor.com/news_feed/?post=131634970
https://nextdoor.com/news_feed/?post=131634970
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Advertising 

Our advertisers deserve your patronage. 

When you shop with or utilize an adver-

tiser’s services, be sure to let them know 

that you saw their ad in “Ridgefield Devel-

opments.” 

If you use a business that does not advertise 

in the newsletter, please mention our news-

letter. 

RIDGEFIELD NEXTDOOR WEBSITE 

 

For newer residents and those not currently using the Nextdoor service, many residents find this as an ex-
tremely valuable website and vehicle to communicate.  Consider signing up today by visiting Nextdoor.com  

Here is where you can ask your neighbors questions (Looking for recommendation for a painter/house 
cleaner/etc.); sell an item; or just ask what the neighbors think. You have to become a member, but it is 
easy to do and a free service. 

 

SEE AD ON PAGE 10 

http://www.ridgefieldhomeowners.com/media/k2/items/cache/aaa036e4cb16038f90e128d8e39c714f_XL.jpg
https://ridgefieldoh.nextdoor.com/
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North Ridgeville Police Offer Advice on Making our Homes Safer 
By Bob Esper 

 On Wednesday evening January 8, Officer Garrabrand of the North Ridgeville Police department met with 
approximately 180 Ridgefield residents at the Rec Center to offer guidance on steps residents can take to make their 
homes less likely to be broken into. Ridgefield residents also heard from two fellow residents about their experiences 
and the aftermath of their home burglaries.  

 Officer Garrabrand outlined the details of the two recent home incursions. In both cases homes were broken 
into while residents were not at home. The robbers apparently scoped out houses in the neighborhood over a period of 
time to get a feel for which houses were unoccupied. The robbers may have walked the neighborhood prior. Officer 
Garrabrand indicated that the thieves may have worked in teams of two as they committed the robbery, one person 
acting as a look-out, one person entering the home. In both cases the thieves broke door windows to get their entry, 
one through a front door, one through a patio door. Both robberies took place under cover of darkness.  

 The robbers sought valuables like jewelry and cash that might be found in desks and jewelry armoires. The 
police believe the robbers were in and out of the homes within five to ten minutes.   

 Larry McConnell and John Koch shared their experiences of returning to their homes to discover the aftermath 
of the break-ins and the steps they took following. Both Larry and John were very appreciative of the response and 
support from the North Ridgeville Police and the community. John and Larry also shared their ideas on what makes 
our homes and neighborhood less attractive to burglars. 

 As a starting point, with any resident returning home to find their homes have been robbed, Officer Garra-
brand advised that residents get out of the house immediately and phone police just in case intruders are still in the 
house.   

 Beyond that, Officer Garrabrand made several recommendations for increasing the security of our homes, rec-
ommendations that were added to by John Koch and Larry McConnell.    

 Security systems can be an effective deterrent as well as a tool to catch thieves.  The police recommend resi-
dents do their homework to find the best system for their needs.  Two systems that were mentioned were Ring 
(ring.com) and Blink (blinkforhome.com). Both systems provide video surveillance and tie in with your smartphone. 
A comparison of the two systems can be found at  https://www.safehome.org/compare/ring-vs-blink/.  Placing a home 
security sign in your front yard is part of a deterrent strategy. 

 Both Larry and John recommended a $25 programmable switch (Home Depot, Lowes) to control outdoor 
lighting. The program can turn on and off outdoor lights at preset times and integrate with motion sensors.   They also 
recommended using LED lighting (lower electric cost) to light back yards.  

Pets, such as barking dogs can deter entry by thieves.  

 Officer Garrabrand stressed several times in the meeting that the police were available and felt it was their job 
to respond to residents who observe suspicious behavior in our neighborhood.   The police will make extra patrols in 
the area if residents let them know they will be away from the house for extended periods like vacations. The North 
Ridgeville Police direct dial number is 440-327-2191 (24/7) as well as through 911.  

 Additional suggestions include: 

1. Secure valuable items in a safe (one that cannot be easily carried out by thieves).   

2. Report suspicious vehicles. 

3. Leave lights on when away (this suggestion got some push back). 

4. Trim shrubs to deter strangers from hiding behind them. 

5. Lock your doors (including garage side doors). 

6. Be aware of strangers around our neighbor’s homes. 

 

https://www.safehome.org/compare/ring-vs-blink/
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Expires 5-31-2020 

Expires 5-31-2020 
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As stated by the wise old Ron Arndt 

 

  1. Sometimes I'll look down at my watch 3 consecutive times and still not know what time it is.   

  2. Nothing sucks more than that moment during an argument when you realize you're wrong.   

  3. I totally take back all those times I didn't want to nap  

when I was younger.  

  4. There is great need for a sarcasm font.  

  5. How the hell are you supposed to fold a fitted sheet?  

  6. Was learning cursive really necessary?  

  7. Map Quest really needs to start their directions on # 5.  I'm pretty sure I know how to get out of my neighborhood.  

  8. Obituaries  would be a lot more interesting if they told you how the person died.  

  9. I can't remember the last time I wasn't at least kind-of tired.  

10. Bad decisions make good stories.  

11. You never know when it will strike, but there comes a moment at work, or even in retirement, when you know that you just 

aren't going to do anything productive for the rest of the day.  

Preplanning A Smart Decision 

One of the most important and valuable services I  

offer is advanced planning the ability to make your fi-

nal arrangements now, before the need arises. There are 

many important advantages to consider. 

• Make your wishes known 

• Avoid Inflation and lock in prices 

• Spare your loved ones from stress  

• Give yourself Peace of Mind 

• Don't let anyone do this without you 

Call me to set up a time to receive information and be-

come educated on everything involved. You will receive a 

FREE booklet to record your wishes and avoid the heart-

ache, confusion and overspending. 

Sue Mertus 

216-570-5218 

Community Service Advisor 

SUNSET MEMORIAL PARK 

www.sunsetmernorial.com  

 

I’m never wrong. One time 

I thought I was wrong, but I 

was mistaken. 

http://www.sunsetmernorial.com/
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Classes at Rec. Center 

The photos are from our Yoga classes, Dr. Ankur Gupta talks,, Dr. Lisa Fox- Wright Holistic Veterinarian, 
and  Brains Balance and Never Grow Old (BBNGO). 
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Health.  From page 13. 

SPEAKERS/PRESENTATIONS 

March 10, Damsels in Defense will be in our rec center (9:30 am -11:30 am). Their mission is simple: to Equip. Empower. 

And Educate others to protect themselves and those they love. Did you know; 1 in 5 women are survivors of rape. A violent 

crime occurs every 26 seconds. 1 in 3 women experience domestic violence. A child is abducted every 40 seconds. These are 

scary statistics! Please join us as we learn from Nancy Wheeler, an Independent Damsel Pro. Check her out at Mydam-

selpro.net/nancywheeler 

March 11, Sunset Memorial will be providing coffee and Danish at our rec center at 10:00 am, along with an informational 

talk on planning ahead. There will be no selling of anything at this presentation. The discussion will be informational only. 

Please come and join your neighbors as we gather information. 

March 30, Dr. Gupta will be at our rec center 6:00 pm – 7:00 pm to talk about Sleep! Dr. Gupta is a very dynamic and infor-

mational speaker. If you haven’t heard him speak, I would highly recommend you attend. You will walk away with a lot more 

knowledge. Here is a list of some books you would find on Dr. Gupta’s bookshelf: The Microbiome Solution, by Robynne 

Chutkan; Green For Life, The Updated Classic on Green Smoothies Nutrition, by Boutenko; WHOLE, by T. Colin Campbell, 

PhD. 

Do you have any ideas/suggestions for a speaker or presentation? Give me a call or email me. We are always looking for some-

thing interesting and fun to do. 

In the fall the Ridgefield Health and Wellness Fair will be held again! If you know of or you own a business that is health and 

wellness related, please contact me so you can share your information at our Health and Wellness Fair. 

Do you have an interest in sharing your hobby or interests with others? If you do, maybe we could get a group together at 

the rec center so we can learn from each other. One resident enjoys bird watching so she visits Sandy Ridge Park to enjoy the 

birds! She also attends various informational talks at our Lorain County Parks. If you are interested in bird watching or any oth-

er activity, please email me with your interests.   

Thank you to everyone for participating in classes and talks and sharing your kind words to encourage me to continue to find 

more educational activities for our community. Seeing so many smiling faces during talks/presentations and happy bodies, dur-

ing yoga, BBNGO, Meditation, and Tai Chi gives me a good feeling to continue what I am doing! Keep the ideas flowing!!  

One more thing….have you seen some changes occurring in the fitness room? Good things are happening!! 

 

BOOK RECOMMENDATIONS 

I am always looking for information about health and wellness, both mentally and physically, as well as healthy 

recipes. Through the years I have acquired books that I have found to be very beneficial. Here are a few that can 

be found on my bookshelves: How Not To Die, by Michael Greger M.D.; The Prevent and Reverse Heart Dis-

ease Cookbook, by Ann Crile Esselstyn, and Jane Esselstyn; Forks Over Knives-The Cookbook, by Del Sroufe; 

The Engine 2 Seven-Day Rescue Diet, by Rip Esselstyn; The Pleasure Trap, Mastering the Hidden Force 

That Undermines Health and Happiness, Foreword by John McDougall, MD and written by D. Lisle, Ph.D., & 

A. Goldhamer, D.C.; The Empty Medicine Cabinet-The Pharmacist’s Guide to the Hidden Danger of Drugs 

and the Healing Powers of Food, by Dustin Rudolph, PharmD. 

These are for clearing your mind after a very busy day! Daily OM - Inspirational Thoughts For a Happy, 

Healthy, and Fulfilling Day, by Madisyn Taylor; Daily OM- Learning to Live, by Madison Taylor; Heal Your 

Mind, Your Prescription for Wholeness through Medicine, Affirmations, and Intuition, by Mona Lisa Schulz 

M.D., Ph. D & Louise Hay; Yoga for Emotional Balance, by bo forbes, PsyD.; Om Yoga Today -Your Yoga 

Practice in 5, 15, 30, 60, & 90 Minutes, by Cyndi Lee. 
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The Year is 1919 - One Hundred and One Years Ago 
 

Karol Scott found these facts rather interesting. 

The year is 1919 "One hundred and one years ago."  What a difference 

a century makes!  

Here are some statistics for the Year 1919:  

The average life expectancy for men was 47 years.  

Most women only washed their hair once a month, And, used 

Borax or egg yolks for shampoo.  

Fuel for cars was sold in drug stores only.  Only 14 percent of 

the homes had a bathtub.  

Only 8 percent of the homes had a telephone.  

The maximum speed limit in most cities was 10 mph.  

The tallest structure in the world was the Eiffel Tower. 

The average US wage in 1919 was 22 cents per hour.  

The average US worker made between $200 and $400 per year.  

A competent accountant could expect to earn $2,000 per year.  

A dentist earned $2,500 per year. A veterinarian between $1,500 and $4,000 per year.  

And, a mechanical engineer about $5,000 per year.  

More than 95 percent of all births took place at home. 

Ninety percent of all Doctors had NO COLLEGE EDUCATION!  

Instead, they attended so-called medical schools, many of which were condemned in the press AND the govern-

ment as "substandard."  

Sugar cost four cents a pound.  Eggs were fourteen cents a dozen.  Coffee was fifteen cents a pound.  

Canada passed a law that prohibited poor people from entering into their country for any reason.   

The Five leading causes of death were: 1: Pneumonia and influenza  2: Tuberculosis  3: Diarrhea  4: Heart dis-

ease 5: Stroke.   

The American flag had 45 stars ...  

The population of Las Vegas , Nevada was only 30.   

Crossword puzzles, canned beer, and iced tea hadn't been invented yet.  

There was neither a Mother's Day nor a Father's Day.  

Two out of every 10 adults couldn't read or write.  

And, only 6 percent of all Americans had graduated from high school.  

Marijuana, heroin, and morphine were all available over the counter at local corner drugstores.  

Back then pharmacists said, "Heroin clears the complexion, gives buoyancy to the mind, regulates the stomach, 

bowels, and is, in fact, a perfect guardian of health!" 

Eighteen percent of households had at least one full-time servant or domestic help...  

There were about 230 reported murders in the ENTIRE U.S.A.  

We've come a long way....or have we? 

How often should you wash your hair? 
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RIDGEFIELD GOLFERS 

Traveling League Schedule for 2020 
 

This will be the 15th year for the Ridgefield Golf Group. The group (men and women) plays 9 holes on Wednesday 
mornings, about 8:30 AM, and travel to a different course every two weeks playing the front 9 and then the back 9 
the second week. This is just for fun group open to any Ridgefield residents and their guest. Play starts in June and 
goes through the end of August. The idea is to meet new friends and have fun.  

The 2020 Schedule: 

 Date     Course     Tee Time 

June 3     Coppertop GC     8:00 AM 

June 10             “     8:00 AM 

June 17    Cossett Creek GC    8:30 AM 

June 24     “     8:30 AM 
 

July 1     Echo Valley GC    8:30 AM 

July 8      “     8:30 AM 

July 15     Forest Hills GC    8:30 AM 

July 22      “     8:30 AM 

July 29     Indian Hollow GC    8:30 AM 
 

August 5    Indian Hollow GC    8:30 AM 

August 12    Pheasant Run GC    8:30 AM 

August 19     "     8:30 AM 

August 26    Grey Hawk GC    8:30 AM 
 

September 2    Grey Hawk GC    8:30 AM 
 

The Ridgefield Group still has openings for new players, men or women. Plan to join us this season. If you have any 
questions call Len Skulina @ 440-748-1409 or Jack Flick @ 440-376-8831. 
 

Coppertop GC      Cossett Creek GC 

5740 Center Rd.     4900 Center Rd. 

Valley City, Ohio     Brunswick Hills, Ohio 

330-225-6122      330-225-7370 
 

Echo Valley GC     Forest Hills GC 

21056 Quarry Rd..     41971 Oberlin-Elyria Rd. 

Wellington, Ohio     Elyria, Ohio 

440-547-2065      440-323-2632 
 

Indian Hollow Lake GC     Pheasant Run GC 

16525 Indian Hollow Rd.     711 Pheasant Run Dr.  

Medina, Ohio       LaGrange, Ohio 

440-355-5344      440-355-5035 
 

Grey Hawk GC  

665 U.S. Grant St.  

LaGrange, Ohio  

440-355-5035 
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CHILI COOK-OFF 
 
On January 26th, 86 residents gathered at the Rec Center to choose the lucky winner of our “ANNUAL GOLDEN 

SPOON AWARD” for the best home made chili in Ridgefield! This year we had prizes for both first and second 

place winners.  

First Place went to Phylis Clapper( $50 gift certificate to Chili’s Restaurant) and Second Place went to MaryAnne 

Kohl ($25 gift certificate). Our 50/50 Raffle brought in $120 for Joe Petrovich who was also rewarded with the auspi-

cious honor of being blindfolded and taking a whack at our hanging piñata.  He TRIED to cheat by holding onto the 

poor little burro with one hand, but when prevented, still managed to knock it to the ground unscathed and then pro-

ceeded to smash it open while it was lying defenselessly on the floor!  Many thanks, Joe, for being such a good sport 

and for providing us all with great entertainment! 
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Continued on next page 
Winner 

1st Runner-up 
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50-50 Winner 
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Value of Facebook for Seniors 

Ron Arndt did this research on behalf of Seniors…see his results 

Arndt undertook this intensive research study in an attempt to help folks of his older generation 
to really comprehend why Facebook exists. Here are the results, in his own words… 

Presently, I am trying to make friends outside of Facebook while applying the same Facebook 
principles. 

Therefore, every day I go out on the street and tell the passers-by what I have eaten, how I feel, 
what I have done the night before, and what I will do tomorrow. 

Then I give them pictures of my family, my dog (even though I don’t have a dog), of me gardening and spending 
time in our community pool. I also listen to their conversations and I tell them I love them.  

It works! I already have 3 people following me: 

 

 

2 police officers and a psychiatrist 

Pool. From page 1. 

 

As stated previously, there is a lot to be done to open the pool.  If you enjoy the use of the pool please consider get-
ting involved in one of the following ways: 

Pool opening and closing:  We will set out the chairs the week before the 
pool opens..  We will post the exact date and time on Nextdoor. Likewise, we 
will need a group to help with putting it all back away on Labor Day.   

Painting of the pool fence:  The posts are chipping and need to be scraped 
and repainted.  We need a group of volunteers to help with this project in 
May. 

Pool covers – We may need a resident to help with covers.  This will be a 
paid position.  Let me know if you would like additional information. 

Family Fun Day Game coordinator- we need an enthusiastic individual to 
form a group of volunteers to provide games and/or entertainment for the Kids at our Family Fun Day.   

Pool Desk Attendant – to improve our check in process and ensure that the desk is always covered, we will be hiring 
attendants for the following days and times:  Friday, Saturday and Sunday, Noon to 5:00 PM.  Responsibilities will  
predominantly be guest check in.  This is a paid position.  Please contact me if you or someone you know is looking 
for a part time position.   

Lifeguards – I can’t stress enough the need for guards.  Any leads we can give to Metropolitan pools will be greatly 
appreciated. 

If you can help with any of the above, please send an email to rhapool8700@gmail.com  
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When ”The War” Came Here      By Alan Willoughby 

“The War,” or “Mr. Madison’s War,” as it was 

called by two names, we now call “The War of 1812.” It 

was an outgrowth of long British-French hostilities that 

led to the global Napoleonic War from 1803 until June 

1815. It was fought along our coasts, and on high seas 

around the globe. Both countries wanted to cut off our 

trade with the other. And, the British were forcibly steal-

ing our English-speaking America sailors into the Royal 

Navy.  

After the American Revolution, the British were 

still threatened by United States’ westward expansion. So 

they still offered bounties to the Indians for American 

scalps. The Great Lakes region was a critical theater of 

The War. Some think it was the British goal to expand 

Canada through the Great Lakes and down the Mississip-

pi to New Orleans.  

The goal of this essay is to view The War from 

the perspective of North Ridgeville residents of 1812. 

Ridgefield land was an important place in that war. But if 

you lived here then, you were a swamp critter, not a hu-

man. To understand our settlers’ situation, we ought to 

know this background: 

• In the 1650’s, during the greed-driven Beaver Wars, 

the Iroquois Five Nations (in upstate New York) used 

French rifles to annihilate the Erie Indians, who lived 

south of Lake Erie. Our sparsely settled region be-

came virtually void of natives for a century. (The 

Iroquois also did the same to three northern Great 

Lakes tribes.) Our township never had early Indian 

settlements. But many arrowheads label it a fine 

hunting ground. 

• In 1757, during the French and Indian War, Oliver 

Terrell was among the British force surrendered to 

the French in the Siege of Fort William Henry. In 

one of the most notorious incidents of the war, 

France’s Indian allies violated the terms of the sur-

render. They attacked the disarmed British column. 

They killed and scalped many soldiers. They took 

captive women, children, servants and slaves. They 

slaughtered sick and wounded prisoners. How many 

hundreds died is still in dispute. Oliver Terrell barely 

survived. 

• In early July 1778, Connecticut farmers in the fertile 

Wyoming Valley of the Susquehanna River followed 

foolish leaders. They left their safe fort to attack the 

British and Indians. None of these 350 Yankees sur-

vived. Many were tortured and burned alive. Women 

and children from the fort were then hunted down. 

Samuel Williams saved his wife and two daughters by 

having them flee in the night before the carnage. 

Eleven-year-old Rhoda lost her father, brothers and 

many kin. 

• On 1 March 1784, Ichabod Terrell (only son of Oli-

ver) married Rhoda Williams, almost 17. They had 

ten children, 91 grandchildren and many greats. 

Rhoda Williams Terrell became known as the 

“Mother of North Ridgeville.” 

• In 1787, sympathy for this infamous Wyoming Val-

ley Massacre gave title of northeast Ohio to Connect-

icut. It became their “Western Reserve.” 

• In 1809, Oliver Terrell (at age 79) came with his 

grandson and others to visit Columbia, Ohio [now 

Columbia Station]. Exploring, he recognized the farm 

potential of our nearby township. He traded his Con-

necticut lands for specific choices-to-be-made-later 

in our town. And, he convinced both his son and Da-

vid Beebe, Sr. to do the same. 

• In the spring of 1810, David Beebe, Sr., led a crew of 

fifteen more men from Connecticut to build our 

town. The total crew of 18 included Ichabod’s and 

Rhoda’s three oldest sons. 

• Ridgeville settlers used the only existing town west of 

the Cuyahoga (Columbia) as their base. Many of 

their kinfolk lived there. Their first path between 

towns was an old Indian trail (now Root Road). It 

proved too swampy in parts. So week by week, they 

cleared a new path. It went from Hoadley’s Mill at 

the north end of Columbia generally towards our pre-

sent school campus. 

• By the end of 1810, over fifty people had been in-

volved in settling our town. That now included 

Ichabod and Rhoda and their six youngest. They and 

other families arrived in late October. Thirty nine 

stayed here that first winter. More families arrived 

the next two years, but our population remained 

mostly young families. 

       Continued on page. 49. The War. 



       41 

 

BEFORE YOU START— ATTENTION MEMBERS 

BEFORE you start any construction project, such as: ex-
terior painting, fences, decks, room additions, etc., you 
MUST submit your plans to the Architectural Review 
Committee for approval.  

This is a requirement under the Covenants and Re-
strictions of the Ridgefield Homeowners Association.  
Documents (detailed plans) may be dropped off at the 
Rec. Center. 

A building permit may also be required. 

Rita. From page 9. 

She retired after 30 years in Special Education and yet her desire, enthusiasm and passion to help others drew her to 
My Neighborhood Alliance, a volunteer organization rooted in Lorain County since 1927. It assists local residents 
when life circumstances change and the reality of making some of life’s most difficult choices sets in. They deliver 
their signature services such as child enrichment, senior enrichment, family support, and shelter and emergency ser-
vices. Ninety-seven percent of the population they serve lives in poverty. Rita ‘lit up’ as she described the many and 
varied volunteer projects she is actively involved with My Neighborhood Alliance. She gathers all kinds of “stuff” 
that people want to throw away and delivers it to The Haven in Lorain.  
Bedsheets, towels, kids and adult clothing, just about anything is valued. 
Rita embraced this volunteerism with such a passion that she and her hus-
band Jerome were selected as the 2016 Volunteers of the Year and two 
years ago was invited to sit on their Board of Directors. Now she oversees 
the Child Enrichment Program, the Senior Nutrition Program serving 400 
homebound meals per day, along with oversight of The Haven and emer-
gency services including the Path Program…a service for those people who 
really live in tents. To learn more about this organization go to: https://
myneighborhoodalliance.org. If you want to join in the volunteerism with 
this remarkable Rita, email her at: ritarutherford23@yahoo.com or call at 
440-653-0380. 

It is clear that she works for a cause, not for applause. When I asked her 
how she finds the time to do all this and serve our Ridgefield community, 
her response: “I love knowing someone will benefit from something I might 
do for them, even in the smallest of ways. I want no recognition; I simply 
want to give back; I really want to make a difference and be a good example 
to my grandkids.” 

 
Rita Rutherford, Thank you for making a difference! She reminded me 
that too often we underestimate the power of a touch, a smile, a kind word, a listening ear, an honest compliment, or 
the smallest act of caring – all of which have the potential to turn a life around.  

 
“Let no one ever come to you without leaving better and happier.”  

 
My Daily Choice 

Pure Organic CBD, 

      Hemp Products, 

          Essential Oils 

     For Pets and Humans 
 

Susan Scheall, Affiliate 

www.thelabladycbd.com 

 the-lab-lady3@yahoo.com 

440-452-2230   

https://myneighborhoodalliance.org
https://myneighborhoodalliance.org
mailto:ritarutherford23@yahoo.com
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Meet & Greet 2020 

Ken Blackman, Phil & Mary Feher, Tim & Patti Hanrahan, Stan & Joan Zeager, & Julie Zergott are the winners of the 

prize drawing. You can pick up your gift at the Recreation Center. All of you who attended are winners as you got to 

enjoy sandwiches & desserts courtesy of the Moodt Team & gain lots of information about activities within Ridgefield 

and throughout our awesome city of North Ridgeville. Thanks to all those who not only came to visit, but to play Bun-

ko or Canasta or be at one of the information tables. If you missed it, we still have some literature available at the Rec-

reation Center which you are welcome to pick up this week.  

Carol Bennett  won the $100.00 drawing held by The Moodt Team. 
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Photos by Norris Scott 
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North Ridgeville Senior Center - Upcoming Events  7327 Avon Belden Rd.  440-353-0828 
 

Closings: Good Friday-April 10, Memorial Day-May 25 
 

SPECIAL EVENTS 

Men’s Breakfast, 9-10 am: March 5 and March 19, April 2 and April 16, May 7 and May 21~ Breakfast is a hot entrée, 
fruit, juice and coffee for only $3.00, please have reservations in by Tuesday to 353-0828.  

Super Thursday Lunch, 12(noon): March 12, April 9, May 14 Come and enjoy the afternoon meal of hot entrée, salad, 
dessert, beverage and entertainment for $5.00. These lunches fill up quickly, so call in your reservations early to 440-353-
0828. 

Ladies Brunch, 10:30 - 11:30 am: March 26, April 23, May 28~ Come for a program, conversation, and a hot breakfast en-
trée with fruit, juice and coffee is $3.00, reservations required Tuesday by calling 353-0828.  

Hearing Testing: March 5, 1:00- 3:00 pm provided by Mobile Hearing Services free of charge, all other services there is a 
fee charged. Please call 353-0828 for an appointment. 

Music Bingo, March 25 and June 24; 12:30 pm 

Join us for a fun afternoon of music and bingo combined similar to “Name That Tune” no charge for playing. Come earlier for 
lunch served at 12 noon, $4.00, and call in reservation by Tuesday to 353-0828. 

**Memory Lane Trivia** 1:30-3:30 pm: 

We are still looking for teams or individuals to play along with the area Senior Centers in “Memory Lane Trivia”. The other 
Senior Centers are Westlake, North Olmsted, Bay Village,  Rocky River and Fairview Park; each facility hosts a day of trivia 
and is played 1:30 -3:30 pm (2 hours). Teams consist of a maximum of 6 players, but not necessary; if you don’t have 5 other 
people to form a team you will be matched with others in the same situation. All interested seniors are to please call the Senior 
Center at 353-0828 for further information or to register. 

Dates/times/locations: 

Wednesday, April 1  @Westlake 1:30PM 

Tuesday, June 30  @N Ridgeville 1:30PM 

Wednesday, August 19 @Fairview Park 1:30PM 

Friday, October 23  @Rocky River 1:30PM 

Wednesday, December 2   @N Olmsted 1:30PM 

Spaghetti Dinner, April 24: 5-7 pm  

Join us and enjoy our famous meal of Spaghetti, sauce and meatballs, garlic bread and salad. Adults $7.00, seniors $6.00 and 
children 10 and under $4.00: dessert $1.00, pop $.50 extra and carry out is available. 

Young at Heart Brunch: April 30; 10:30-11:30 am  

Morning brunch will consist of hot entrée, fruit, juice and coffee for $3.00. Please to have reservations in to the Senior Center 
by Tuesday at 353-0828 

Trips, Trips, Trips: Call the Senior Center 440-353-0828  

Amish Country: Friday, April 3; Fare: $15.00, open booking: March 13-March 30 

Geneva on the Lake: Friday, May 1; Fare: $15.00, open booking: March 13-April 24  

Ongoing Programs  

Blood Pressure: Third Wednesday of every month 10 am- 12:00 noon. Walk-ins first come, first serve. 

**All fitness classes require pre-registration completed three days before start of classes. 

Exercise Class: Meets on Mondays from 9 to 9:50 a.m. The cost is $32 per 6 weeks session; items needed for class are 3# 
weights, stretch bands and a bottle of water. Session II: 2/10-3/23 (No class 2/17). 

Line Dancing:  Every Tuesday, beginners class is at 11:50, intermediate at 1 p.m. Classes run in six week sessions for 
$25.00. Session II: 2/25- 4/7 (No class 3/17)  

Socialization, Lunch, Bingo: Every Wednesday beginning at 9 a.m., 12 noon-lunch ($4-lunch, reservation required); 12:30-2 
pm -Bingo.  

Mahjongg 12 noon – 3:00  

The group meets on Thursday’s at 12 (noon) for instruction and game playing. A small fee for player’s card is required and 
instruction is FREE! 

Cards: Pinochle and Euchre enthusiasts’ gather every Thursday from 12 pm. – 4 p.m. at the Center to play cards.  No experi-
ence needed.  Newcomers welcomed.  **On the second Thursday of month play begins at 1:30 p.m.  
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RECIPE CORNER – Mary Anne Kohl 
 

Call me when you make any of these and I’ll be over to sample! 
 
 

Avocado Soup  Prep: 5 min., Cook: none, Serves: 4 
 
3     ripe avocados      ¼     teas ground cumin 
3     Tbls lime juice      ¼     teas salt 
2     Tbls lemon juice                 ¼     teas pepper 
2-14 oz cans chicken broth     ¼     cup chunky salsa 
2     cups half & half 
 

Cut avocados in half and remove pits.  Place pulp in food processor.  Add lime & lemon 
juices, puree until smooth.  Pour broth and half & half thru feed tube, process until 
smooth.  Add seasonings.   Place in bowls and top each serving with salsa.  
 

Antipasto Supper Salad Prep: 5 min., Cook: none, Serves: 6 to 8 
 

1    small head of Romaine lettuce      2    (7 oz) jars roasted red peppers 
½   lb. thinly sliced baked ham      2    (6 oz) jars marinated artichoke hearts 
¼   lb. thinly sliced salami                 1½  cups black olives, preferable oil-cured 
¼   lb. provolone cheese, sliced      ¼   lb. mozzarella cheese, sliced 
 

Trim lettuce, separating leaves & arrange in one corner of a large platter.  Arrange meats, cheeses and roasted red 
peppers on platter.  Drain artichoke hearts, reserving ¼ cup marinade. Heap artichokes in center of platter, scatter ol-
ives over all, and drizzle marinade over lettuce. 
 

Garlic Roasted Broccoli with Balsamic Vinegar Prep: 4 min., Cook: 7 to 9 min., Serves 4 
 

3     Tbls olive oil  1     lg bunch broccoli   1/8    teas pepper 
1     garlic clove, minced ¼    teas salt    1       Tbls balsamic vinegar 
 
Preheat oven to 475°.  In a small bowl, combine olive oil & garlic.  Cut broccoli into florets with 2 to 3 inches of 
stem and spread on rimmed baking sheet.  Pour garlic oil over broccoli and toss to coat.  Season with salt and pepper.  
Roast 7 to 9 minutes, turning once, until broccoli is tender and charred at edges.  Transfer to serving dish and sprin-
kle with vinegar. 
 

Fudgy Chocolate Chip-Toffee Bars  From the kitchen of Val Vassel 
 

½     cup butter     1     12-oz bag chocolate chips 
2      cups graham crackers crumbs   1     14-oz can sweetened condensed milk 
1      8-oz bag toffee bits    1     Tbls butter 
1      16.5 oz roll refrigerated chocolate chip  1     teas pure vanilla extract 
           cookies 
Heat oven to 350° (325° for dark or non-stick pan).  Spray bottom only of 13x9-inch pan.  In medium bowl, stir ½ 
cup melted butter, 1½ cups of the cracker crumbs and ¾ cup of the toffee bits.  Press mixture evenly in bottom of 
pan.  Refrigerate about 15 minutes or until firm. 
 

Meanwhile, let cookie dough stand at room temperature 10 minutes to soften.  In 2-qt saucepan, heat chocolate chips, 
milk and 1 Tbls butter over medium heat, stirring frequently, until chips are melted and smooth.  Remove from heat, 
stir in vanilla. Spread mixture over cracker crust.   
 

In medium bowl, break up cookie dough.  Mix in remaining ½ cup cracker crumbs with wooden spoon until well 
blended.  Crumble mixture evenly over chocolate layer.  Sprinkle with remaining ¾ cup toffee bits.   
 
Bake 25 to 35 minutes or until golden brown.  Cool completely, cut into desired amount of bars.  
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Advertisers 

When you use one of our advertisers please tell them that 

you saw their ad in the “Ridgefield Developments Newslet-

ter”. 

The newsletter has three new ads in this issue because 

readers showed the newsletter to businesses/contractors.  

SUPPORT OUR  ADVERTISERS 

Without Advertisers we would not have a newsletter. 

FERTILIZER: Sidewalk safety 
 
Spring is coming. That time of year when we spend a lot of time and money working in our yards in an 
attempt to bring them back to life after a long winter season. One common job is applying fertilizer.  
 
As a friendly reminder, many residents walk pets within the development. 
 
Please clean up excess fertilizer on your sidewalk. Keep the area clean and clear of chemicals. This 
makes for a safer environment for our residents and pets.  The pets especially thank you!  

Questions/Comments — Please call or E-mail 
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WHAT’S HAPPENING AT LORAIN PUBLIC LIBRARY SYSTEM’S NORTH RIDGEVILLE BRANCH 
35700 BAINBRIDGE ROAD, NORTH RIDGEVILLE * 440-327-8326 

 

Expanded Hours 
The Lorain Public Library System extended its branches' hours. The North Ridgeville Branch will be open 9 a.m. to 
8:30 p.m. Monday through Thursday and 10 a.m. to 6 p.m. Friday and Saturday. The North Ridgeville Branch Library 
will remain open 1 p.m. to 5 p.m. on Sundays October through April. To view all branches ’ hours, visit https://
www.lorainpubliclibrary.org/locations-hours. 
 

Drop-In Tech Help 
Wednesdays, 1:30 to 3:30 p.m. March 4, April 1; May 6; 
Mondays, 6 to 7:30 p.m. March 16, April 20; May 18; 
Come with your basic tech questions and get hands-on help. If these times are not convenient, please call the library 
to schedule a one-on-one appointment. 
 

Tai-Chi For Arthritis 
Thursdays, 1 to 2 p.m. March 19; April 2, 9, 16, 30; May 7  
Are you one of the over 50 million people in the U.S. who has arthritis, including pain, stiffness and fear of falling? If 
so, you are invited to attend this eight-week series that will teach you valuable techniques to better cope with this po-
tentially disabling condition. Please wear loose clothing and comfortable shoes so you can participate in simple exer-
cises. Preregistration required. 
 

The Herbalist’s Workshop: Green Cleaning 
Friday, March 20; 1 to 2:30 p.m. 
Learn about the variety of green cleaning supplies that you can make with items that you may already have around the 
home. Preregistration required. 
 

Fiber Art Group 
Mondays, 10:30 to 12:30 p.m. March 23 and April 27 
Join other knitters, crocheters and other crafty folks by learning a new skill or bringing in your current project. New 
attendees are always welcome. Preregistration required. 
 

Downton Abbey Tea Party 
Saturday, March 28; 1 to 2 p.m. 
You are cordially invited to an afternoon tea celebrating the return of Downton Abbey. Refreshments will be provid-
ed. This program is sponsored by the Friends of the North Ridgeville Branch Library, Inc.  Preregistration required.  
 

Kanopy Film Club—"Charade" 
Friday, April 3; 2 to 4 p.m. 
Join us for a film screening of "Charade" right here at the library using the Kanopy app. Popcorn and drinks will be 
provided. Intended for ages 18 and up. Preregistration required. 
 

Estate Planning 101 
Tuesday, April 7, 6:30 to 7:30 
Join Joseph L. Motta, LPA, a local estate planning and elder law attorney, as he discusses how to avoid common es-
tate planning mistakes to ensure that you create a definite plan for managing your wealth and disturbing your estate. 
Preregistration required. 
 

Open Mic Night 
Thursday, April 16; 6 to 8 p.m. 
All are welcome to perform their original poetry, favorite poems or excerpts of stories. Whether you would like to 
perform or listen, come out to meet and support local writers in your community. Preregistration required.  
 

Monarch Friendly Gardening 
Saturday, April 11; 2 to 3 p.m. 
Looking to see some butterflies in your yard this spring? Join former Cleveland Metroparks Naturalist Patti Donnel-
lan as she talks about ways to make your garden friendly to monarch butterflies. Preregistration required.  
 

Ohio Legal Help: A Resource Introduction 
Monday, April 27; 6:30 to 7:30 p.m. 
Learn about a new free online legal help resource that can make accessing legal information easier for everyone. This 
is an informational introduction and is not to be used as legal advice. Preregistration required.  

https://www.lorainpubliclibrary.org/locations-hours
https://www.lorainpubliclibrary.org/locations-hours
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The War. From page 40. 

Our white settlers were on friendly terms with 
the local natives. Four neighborly families of Cattaraugus 
(Seneca) Indians set up camp in the north end of town in 
early 1811. Itinerant Indians also sold venison to settlers. 
“Chief Good Hunt,” was from another tribe (tribe not 
known). He had hunted our region alone for over a dec-
ade before hunting with local whites. Many natives 
fished alongside whites near the falls of the Black River. 
Joel Terrell opened his Terrell House inn (aka Indian Tav-
ern) in January 1812. A day west of Cleveland, the inn 
was very popular with natives heading to, or from, their 
summer hunting grounds near Sandusky Bay.  

When war was declared in early 1812, local Indi-
ans were asked which side they would take. They wished 
to not fight and to remain friends. When the regional 
fighting opened, our settlers proposed that if they stayed 
to guard our colony, we would protect them. Shortly 
after, their camp was found deserted. They evidently 
became alarmed and fled. 

Not far west, numerous hostile tribes allied with 
the British. In August 1812, our Fort Detroit was sur-
rounded by a deceptively large force and was surren-
dered to the British. Soon after, “Indians” were seen 
landing at the mouth of the Black River. Fear exploded 
into panic! It is amazing how quickly warning signals 
travelled. Our settlers knew how vulnerable and under-
prepared they were. Personal past horrors raged in 
their heads! Ichabod and Rhoda were not the only ones 
who had lost kin and friends in Wyoming Valley and less-
er butcherings. 

Families buried or secreted heavy tools and cook-
ery that they might need on return. They loaded up wag-
ons with necessities and small children. They headed 
away from the lake shore toward Columbia. Wagons 
took Butternut Ridge (now Lorain Road) east to Old Mud 
Road. Walkers went ahead, wagons next, and rear 
armed guards behind. Old Mud Road was the 
“improved” version of the old working path from Hoad-
ley’s Mill. Where was it? Historians think it included that 
NW angled stretch of Bagley Rd. and parts of our 
Ridgefield. (Perhaps my lot!) 

A bit down the road, one wagon got mired in Mud Creek 
and the tongue pulled out. Darkness was setting in the 
dense forest by the time tough repairs were finished. 
They found Columbia abandoned. But it was impossible 
to proceed in the dark.  

So they set up in any empty cabin. Panics and evacua-
tions had occurred throughout the region. The next 
morning, word was that the “Indians” sighted were not 
really Indians. They were American prisoners released 
from Fort Detroit… divested of their uniforms. The alarm 
had been false. But the threat was very real. 

Cool heads prevailed. And two actions were tak-
en: a defensive refuge was built and the militia was 
trained. 65-year old Ridgeville pioneer and former Revo-
lutionary War Sergeant David Beebe, Sr., led the block-
house construction. It was built quickly and tight, and 
protected by a clearing. It was large enough for all 
settlers in Columbia, Ridgeville and vicinity. It was built in 
the only place where they could withstand a siege, along 
the Rocky River. 

Columbia already had a militia company. But 
they’d been too busy with starvation and epidemics to 
train. Now, all local men aged 16 to 45 formed an under-
manned, but serious, company. Thirty muskets were 
supplied by the government. In Ohio’s seventy four mili-
tia call-ups, one eighth of each called unit responded. 
The militia also secured the blockhouse. Women, chil-
dren and elders did the heavy farm work for men 
fighting at the nearby front. People at home remained 
vigilant against attack and deadly wildlife. News of mas-
sacres and town burnings from Detroit to Buffalo kept 
everyone on edge for three years. The cannon fire of the 
Battle of Lake Erie was heard clearly in Ridgeville. Perry’s 
American fleet had won the battle! Our town rejoiced as 
The War turned! 

Our heroes emerged. David Beebe, Jr., and 
Wyllys Terrell, Sr., rose to Major for their missions and 
skills. Philander Terrell declined to deliver Gen. 
Wadsworth’s urgent message to headquarters, over 75 
away, in 24 hours by horse. Instead, he took it there on 
foot in about 18 hours. The Terrell House brought to life 
a near-dead soldier, Thomas Rucker, who had barely es-
caped a massacre. Joel Cahoon rescued Leveret Terrell 
on the battlefield. Chief Good Hunt’s wife, Squaw Nancy, 
nursed Leveret and other wounded American soldiers 
back to health. 

After The War, these white and Indian good 
neighbors resumed trade, and hunted and played to-
gether again. They swapped their wartime stories. Indian 
boys had made their parents very nervous by spying on 
settlers. Our popular Indian Tavern, once again, buzzed 
with native patrons and lodgers. 
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Publisher Information 

The Ridgefield Developments Newsletter 
 

is published Quarterly by the Communications Committee of the 
Ridgefield Homeowners Association to provide its members with 
neighborhood information and to promote social and other events in 
an effort to enhance the quality of life within our community.   

Submissions for publication become the exclusive property of 
Ridgefield Developments Newsletter.   

We reserve the right to shorten or edit materials submitted for 
publication.   

Article and ad placement is at the discretion of the editor. 

Opinions expressed in Ridgefield Developments Newsletter are not 
necessarily those of the Editor, Ridgefield Homeowners Association 
(RHA), its Officers or Directors, Bob Schmitt Homes, Inc. or any of 
its advertisers.  

Ridgefield Homeowners Association does not endorse any 
advertiser. 

Printed by Maximum Graphix, Inc. 

Newsletter Committee  
 

Editor:    Norris Scott  440-748-1562  scott4399@hotmail.com 

Food Editor: Mary Anne Kohl         440-731-3229  

Writers: Ron Arndt,  Mary Anne Kohl, Charles McBriarty, Alan 
Willoughby, and Karol Scott 

Ad sales: Gary Holbrook, Norris Scott 

Photographer:  Ralph Kearnes or as credited 

Proof Readers: Mary Anne Kohl, Gary Holbrook, Karol Scott, 
           Ralph Kearnes 

Please support our newsletter advertisers. Without advertisers we 
would not have a newsletter.  

Needed: Writers for newsletter articles 

  Ad sales person 

  Ideas for articles 

Contact Norris Scott. 

Website 
ridgefieldhomeowners.com 

 

Visit our web site to find copies of this Newsletter, past 
copies, director meeting minutes, copy of our rules and 
covenants, forms, Pool, Fitness Room and Activity Room 
rules, contact information for our directors, committee 
information and a current calendar with all Ridgefield 
activities and meetings, including descriptions and contact 
information.   

New to Ridgefield?  Simply click on the website and in the 
upper right corner click on "register" and follow the prompts.  
Your information is sent to the administrator to confirm your 
account and you will get a response quickly.  Or contact John 
Kolb 440-748-1568 for additional help. 

Have you been in Ridgefield for years but never gone on the 
web site?  You already are a "registered" user.  When we 
created the new web site in 2014/2015 we pre-registered all 
existing residents.  

City of North Ridgeville Contact Numbers 

Auditor    353-0851 

Building Dept.   353-0822 

Clerk of Council  353-1508 

Law Director   353-0848 

Mayors Court   353-0821 

Mayor's Office   353-0811 

Parks & Recreation  353-0860 

Safety Service Director  353-0812 

Senior Center   353-0828 

Service Department  353-0814 

Treasurer   353-0854 

Utilities    353-0841 

POLICE (non emergency)  327-2191  

FIRE (non emergency)  327-5311 

Website: http://www.nridgeville.org/ 

Newsletter Ad Rates 
 

   Ad Size              1 Issue      2 Issues        4 Issues  

Business Card       $25.00        $40.00          $60.00   

1/4 Page                $35.00        $60.00          $90.00  

1/2 Page                $60.00      $100.00        $160.00   

Full Page              $100.00     $190.00        $300.00 

Inserts       $135.00     $260.00        $440.00 
         

Ad Rates subject to change without notice.  
 

To advertise: Please contact Norris Scott at:  

  440-748-1562 

Send your advertising graphics (.jpg or .pdf) to Nor-
ris Scott editor, as an email attachment to 

scott4399@hotmail.com.  
 

Make checks Payable to Ridgefield Homeowners  

Association or RHA. 

Payments may be dropped off or mailed to:  

 Norris Scott 

 8976 Riverwood Drive 

 North Ridgeville, Oh 44039  
 

Ad placement is at the discretion of the editor. 

Advertisers are encouraged to offer a coupon or a dis-
count to the newsletter readers. 

 

Deadlines: February 15, May 15, August 15, and       
       November 15. 

mailto:as_rhoa@neohio.twcbc.com
mailto:scott4399@hotmail.com
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Five Ways to Safeguard Your Home from a Robbery  

 

As we dream of warmer days ahead, you may be considering projects around the house you ’d like to accomplish 

such as planting a garden, cleaning a garage or growing a lawn. However, one project you may consider is safely se-

curing your home from a robbery. As the amount of daylight increases, so do home invasions by nearly 10%. And 

because the majority of break-ins happen between 11:00 a.m. and 4:00 p.m. (83%), longer days mean a larger win-

dow of opportunity for burglars to strike.  

 

Below you will find tips on how to safeguard your home now to prevent a burglary in the future.  

 

1. Do not leave valuables in plain sight. Make sure purses, cash, electronics, etc. are placed away from windows 

and doors and are out of view from an outsider looking in. Burglars are more likely to head for your bedroom in-

stead of searching your main living space, so when considering where to hide valuables, think of unlikely places.  

2. Make sure your home is well lit. An intruder is less likely to approach a home that has lights on. 

3. Install outside motion lighting. Motion sensing light bulbs can be found at your local hardware store and are 

very easy to install. Once you screw them in, they will light up when motion is detected.  

4. Keep your windows locked. Many times people shut windows but don’t lock them, which makes your home ex-

tremely accessible. When you shut your windows, make sure to lock them as well, especially those on the first level 

of your home. 

Set your security system. People are often subject to robberies when they leave their home for less than an hour. If 
you have a security system, set it even if you are just going down the street. Further, integrating doorbell cameras 
with your home’s security system is a great way to monitor who is at your door, reducing the risk of forced entry 
scenarios. 

 

While home invasions are unsettling to think about, it is better to be proactive than reactive. By following these five 

simple steps, you can prevent your home from being a target.  

 

To speak with a member of our team about how to more safely secure your home and your valuables, please con-

tact Joan Moran, Owner of Preferred Security LLC at (440) 821-1037 or jm.preferred1@gmail.com. 
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Exclusive Geo Works, LLC 

Installing and Servicing Comfort Systems for over 40 Years 

• Geothermal Furnaces 

• Split Systems 

• Loops 

• Flow Centers 

• High Efficiency Gas Furnaces 

• Air Conditioners/Heat Pumps 

• Humidifiers 

• Custom Duct Fabrication 

• Services 

• Filters 

 

 

Sales@exclusivegeoworks.com 

Troyce “Buck” Webster 
 

Oberlin, OH 

(330) 416-6913 

Mike Maitland 
 

Valley City, Oh 

(440) 785-4615 

www.exclusivegeoworks.com 

Denise Katz 

-Concealed Carry (CCW) Course 

-Basic Pistol Class 

-Private or small group lessons 

-Will teach in privacy of your  

     home and local gun range. 

-Enjoy teaching new shooters 

       NRA/USCCA Instructor 

Call 440-915-1737 for more details.   

 

 

 

Valid Until May 30, 2020 

New Patients With Exam & X-Rays 

Not Valid With Any Other Offer. 

* 


