
         

 

Ridgefield Developments 
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Community Update from the Board of Directors 

Pool 

The board of Directors has spent a great deal of time reviewing the State mandates governing the opening of 

the Pool and Fitness center.  Consultation was made with Legal Counsel, Insurance Carrier, Metropolitan Pool, 

Lorain County Health Department and local and national pool directors. After much consideration and deliber-

ation, we decided to open the lobby and exercise portion of our Recreation Center only as we feel confident 

that we can adhere to the State Mandated guidelines.  However, it was determined that the we could not ensure 

adequate adherence to the Health department’s mandates for operating the pool and therefore, the pool will 

remain closed for the remainder of 2020 swim season. 

Foremost in our minds, was the fact that failure to comply with the state issued health department’s mandates 

could result in the forfeiture of our pool license.  If we were to lose our license, we could not obtain a new one 

without bringing the facility up to current code.  Due to the potential financial impact of such a scenario, it was 

determined by the board that we should not open the pool for a shortened season.  The risk associated with our 

potential inability to successfully manage social distancing far outweighed the associated benefits.  As most of 

the Board members are avid users of the pool, we share in your disappointment.  

To shed more light on the obstacles we would have to overcome to open the pool, please note the following:  

1.  Only 50 people would be permitted in the pool area at one time. 

2.  By recommendation of our Legal Counsel, no guests would be permitted. 

3.  Six lane lines would need to be installed to comply with the mandate that physical barriers would be 

required to help ensure social distancing.  There would be a limit for four people per lane at each end of 

the pool. 

4.  We would need to hire between three and four people to monitor and enforce social distancing. 

5.   Metropolitan Pool nor any other pool management company will take the responsibility for the addi-

tional cleaning requirements for sanitation every two hours.  Therefore, we would need to hire addi-

tional staff. 

6   We would have to designate a person, which would not be a Metropolitan Pool employee, to handle 

COVID-19, social distancing, and cleaning concerns. 

7.   We would have to provide a preplanned seating arrangement to our pool management company in or-

der to open.  The person enforcing social distancing would advise pool users as to what area of the 

deck they could occupy. 

8. In order to be successful, we felt that we would need to hire a dedicated pool manager to monitor all the 

new rules and regulations.  The pool budget would not allow for this added expense.  

 

Continued on page 36. Community Update  
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Back - Nick Bogner, App., Joe Erni & Ken Lutke 

Front -  Mary Beth & David Bogner 
 

Helping You Plan 

A Personal 

Remembrance                                                                               
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Without Advertisers we would not have 

a newsletter. 

THANK YOU 
 

North Ridgeville Community Care would like to thank the Ridgefield residents for their donations made to 

the essentials collection on May 16th.  Over $1000 in monetary and items of need were collected for deserving 

families. 
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Hours:  
  

Monday, Tuesday    8:00 - 5:30 

 Closed Wednesday  

 Thursday, Friday  8:00 - 5:30 

 Saturday   8:00 - 3:00 

 

 

There is no job too big or too small 
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Club Corner – Mary Anne Kohl  440-731-3229 
  
Holy cow, how things have changed!  How much longer do we have to wait to get together again.  I hope by 
the time you read this, things will be on their way to “normal”.   
 
I’ve discovered a new pastime!  Chipmunk/bird watching.  As a matter of fact I think I now have a chipmunk 
brain!  He seems to outsmart me all the time.  Of course I’m talking about how he gets in the 2 bird feeders.  
We moved them several times but he’s always managed to find a way.  He’s climbed up the inside of the ar-
borvitae and jumped onto a nearby birdhouse, even checked out the inside of that before he jumped onto the 
feeder.  He’s climbed the lilac tree and jumped about two feet onto the feeder.  So, in desperation, we hung the 
feeders from hooks under the gutters.  I wondered how long it would take him to figure a way to get to them!  
Well, it’s no longer fun without having to chase him away.  Don’t worry, he’s getting plenty of seeds thrown 
to the ground by the birds.  They’re looking after Alvin, except for the robin who kept chasing him. 
 
We also have beautiful orioles, goldfinch, hummingbirds, cardinals and a few other species.   
 
Last issue I mentioned all the fun groups you could participate in.  Little did I know that the new one, a Soli-
taire group, would become so popular so soon. 
 
Not knowing when we’ll be able to get together again I’ll have to direct you to Nextdoor Neighbor to check 
out when we’ll play canasta, bunko, bridge, poker, ping pong, etc.  Also watch for notices on the signs as you 
exit the development.  
   
Until we meet again ……... 

 

 

 

 

 

CRYSTAL CLEAR PRESSURE & WINDOW WASHING 

‘GUARANTEED TO MAKE YOUR HOME FEEL NEW AGAIN’ 
Call Jimmy 

for 

FREE ESTIMATES 

216-640-0945 
See reviews at: www.Thumbtack.com/CrystalClearWindowWashing 

Email: CCWindowWashing.quotes@gmail.com 

  PRESSURE & WINDOW WASHING   

INTERIOR & EXTERIOR 

CONCRETE SEALING 
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State certified plumber 

Gas Line Certified Installer 

Home Repairs, Granite & Laminate Floors 

Bathroom & Kitchen Remodeling 

Siding Repair 

Counter Tops 

Licensed & Registered 

Son of Ridgefield Resident 

krnagy01@gmail.com 

38635 Overlook Dr 
Grafton Oh, 44044 
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Things To Do & What Have You Have Done During our Pandemic Shutdown 

Collated and written by Ron Arndt 

Each of us have dealt with this utterly absurd virus attack in many unique and different ways. I have collect-
ed several ideas for your consideration, should we still be in ‘lockdown’ at the time of this publication. In 
addition, I interviewed two of our Ridgefield residents and asked them: ‘what have you been doing during 
the past couple of months?’ Enjoy… 

Watch all the really long movies you’ve avoided until now. 

Write actual letters to family and friends. After that? Write thank-you notes to service people who 
you remember went out of their way for you. 

Try on all your clothes and determine whether they fit. 

Coloring books: They’re not just for kids. 

Take time to reflect: What have you accomplished in the last year? What goals are you setting for your-
self in the next year? 

Interview your grandkids (over the phone, of course) and save the audio. Can you create an audio story 
or book with that file? 

Go through your camera roll, pick your favorite pics from the past year and make a photo book or order 
framed versions online.  

Write a book with your family. Pick a character and each member writes a chapter about their adven-
tures. Read aloud to each other.  

Rearrange your furniture to make it seem like your home is a totally different space.   

Stretch. Work on your flexibility. It's possible to get the splits back, right?  

I asked both Ralph Kearns and Norris Scott, Ridgefield residents, what did they do during their quarantine 
time. If you know Norris, you would have anticipated something humorously described in a way that would 
grab your attention with his big beaming smile and warm demeanor. His story grabbed my attention, yet, I 
was not expecting his response to my question. He and Karol were in lockdown for six weeks in Florida at 
her sister’s place. They were enjoying 80-degree weather yet were stuck in place and couldn’t do much be-
cause of the strict directions to quarantine by the Governor. They watched some TV –no cable; binge-
watched Netflix shows (9:00 pm to 11:30 or midnight; bird watched; read a lot; and stayed out of stores as 
much as possible. They decided enough of this and chose to come home on a Wednesday to get back in fa-
miliar surroundings. The following Saturday, Norris had an unexpected stroke! 
Thank goodness Karol recognized the symptoms of the stroke and quickly got 
him transported to Fairview hospital where he was in ICU for two days, being 
treated with tPa, the anti-clotting drug. He was tested for COVID-19 at the hos-
pital and fortunately the results were negative.  

He was home on the next Monday beginning his recuperation. While his energy 
level is about half, he is delighted to be back home where he can get healthy. 
You can send him well wishes at: scott4399@hotmail.com. While not a fun and 
playful thing to be doing during a mandated quarantine, the good news is Nor-
ris is alive and making wonderful progress. I guess, this is probably a restful 
time for him to recuperate with nothing to do but get well. I’d say surviving a 
stroke is a great success. Norris reminds us that for everything you’ve lost, 
you’ve gained something else. Appreciate what you have today. Life does not have to be perfect to be won-
derful. 

Continued on page 15. 

mailto:scott4399@hotmail.com
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News/Human Interest Items 

Wanted For the Newsletter: 
 

• If you have a relative or friend in 

the military 

• Wedding Anniversary 

• Recent retiree 

• If you get an award from work or an 

organization 

• If you get a degree  

• Vacation photos 

• Interesting neighbor 

• Do you volunteer? 

Contact  -  Norris Scott    440-748-1562 

ISAGENIX 
RESULTS YOU CAN'T GET ANYWHERE ELSE 

Are you interested in - 

Healthy weight loss 

Feeling younger 

Amazing energy 

Lowering blood pressure, cholesterol and glucose 

Without - 
Countless Hours at the Gym 

Cutting out your favorite foods 

Feeling hungry all day 

I would like to share with you a program that can 
do it all. Isagenix offers tasty meal replacement 
shakes that are high in protein and gives your body 
the fuel it needs to make it through the day. 

We have a wide variety of products that are not 
only high in quality, but work - and work well - to fit 
any lifestyle and help you experience results wheth-
er it is to lose weight or just feel better. 

If you are not satisfied, we offer a 30 day money 
back guarantee. Call me for the full details. 

 

Sue Mertus 

Consultant 

216-570-5218 
smertus@aol.com  

mailto:smertus@aol.com
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Architectural Rules 
 

Because Spring will be arriving soon, please be aware of the following procedures that need to be followed if 

you are going to: 

 Repaint your house the same color  Repaint your house a different color 

 Vinyl side your home    Add stone on your home 

 Add an addition    Put up a fence or Pergola 

All of the above need an Architectural Review Request form filled out and approved before any work is to be 

done on your home or yard. These forms can be found at the rec center. Many of the above changes to your 

home need a permit before any changes are made to your home. 

Many people have requested new colors be added to our existing colors. There is a binder at the rec center that 

has all the existing and new colors.  

Questions: Contact Sue Crompton at 440-522-1179  

Notes from Grounds and Maintenance 
 
1. A small win for our environment: This Spring, Evergreen has begun a test program of an Extended Release 

Technology (ERT) fertilizer. This newer fertilizer is being applied to Ridgefield's park areas. The application 

combines a nitrogen based fertilizer, weed preventative and grub control, normally done in three separate em-

ployments. This fertilizer is retained by the ground for about 100 days vs about 30 days for previous fertiliz-

ers. In the past, about 50% of the nitrogen fertilizer was washed out to the watershed within a couple weeks. 

The ERT fertilizer stays with the soil and keeps working to green up the grass longer. It also means that the 

rate of nitrogen fertilizer washing from Ridgefield's common areas and into local creeks and ultimately into 

Lake Erie is slowed appreciably. A small win for our environment. 

 

2. Just a reminder that grass clippings and leaves should not be dumped in Ridgefield's common areas. If you 

collect your lawn clippings, please bag them and set them out for pick-up. The City provides a great service 

by picking up grass clippings each Tuesday during the mowing and raking seasons.   
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Expires 8-31-2020 

Expires 8-31-2020 
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RIDGEFIELD NEXTDOOR WEBSITE                

For newer residents and those not currently using the Nextdoor service, many residents find this as an ex-

tremely valuable website and vehicle to communicate.  Consider signing up today by visiting Nextdoor.com  

Here is where you can ask your neighbors questions (Looking for recommendation for a painter/house clean-

er/etc.); sell an item; or just ask what the neighbors think. You have to become a member, but it is easy to do 

and a free service. 

ARCHITECTURAL REVIEW COMMITTEE 

Living in a development with a HOA is the reason why the majority of the people, who elected to live in 

Ridgefield, moved here. It has a beautiful pool, gorgeous homes, and homeowners who keep their property 

and homes looking beautiful. 

To keep our development looking this way, we have certain rules and regulations that everyone must follow.  

Repainting your home, whether it is being painted the same color or a new color, you must fill out a request 

form, which you can get at the recreation center. Certain colors are not grandfathered in. There are also 

samples of colors we have approved. I am also in the process of getting new colors. 

Any addition to one’s home, fences and pergolas , gazebos, roofs and free-standing structures also need ap-

proval. Some of these structures need permits and blueprints to show exact measurements.  

It will save you time and money if you follow the above regulations. If you have any questions, please call 

before you start any work on your home. 

Rec Center Renovations 

This is what happens when I am really bored… 

During the COVID closing, I took advantage of the time to make several repairs and fixes that were needed in 
our Rec Center. 

The floors in the foyer and storeroom were cleaned and waxed. 

The kitchen cabinets were cleaned, sanded, stained, and varnished and the bulletin board was refurbished.  

The carpeting in the Fitness Room has been replaced with a solid rubber flooring (the old carpet has been 
fraying and been difficult to keep clean), and the room has been painted. 

Enjoy 

John Kolb 

https://ridgefieldoh.nextdoor.com/
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    Cleveland     N. Ridgeville   Columbia Station  Fax 
    216-621-9864  440-327-5099      440-748-0640       440-748-0646                     

Courtesy Service                              Quality Price 

10% off first cleaning for 
Ridgefield residents 

10% off offer expires August 31, 2020 

June 2020 - Ridgefield Rec Center Health and Fitness Happenings - June 2020 

Dear Neighbors, 

Welcome SUMMER! 

These past few months have been challenging for all of us. 

Your Board of Directors, chairpersons and staff have all been actively involved and worked together for the 
good of our neighborhood to do as much as we can to keep everyone healthy and safe. There is a new normal 
for now. The fitness center will be opening with new days and hours of operation. We ask that you read all the 
signs upon entering and abide by them. Hand washing and social distancing are two particularly good habits to 
practice. Maybe a good idea to keep a face mask handy too. 

The large room where events/classes are held is closed. There is no walking/exercising, card playing, ping 
pong, games, social events, or anything else planned. The big tropical plants are still thriving, though!! They 
miss us too! 

There are no classes or events currently scheduled.  

For those of you who had been taking classes which ended before they were scheduled to and for those who 
signed up before new class sessions began, you have a refund waiting for you at our Rec Center. Stop up and 
pick up your refund. 

Thank you for your confidence, opinions, support, and kind words of encouragement as we worked together 
for the safety of our community. I am proud to be representing YOU and serving on the Ridgefield Board of 
Directors. 

Peace, 

Rita Rutherford - rharec8701@gmail.com 
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Things to do. From page 9. 

 

Ralph Kearns is another character. Active; witty; full of life; and always with the most positive attitude. He 
lights up the room just by his presence. When asked to contribute a 
slice of his life to share with our community, he was energized. He 
gleefully described that after breakfast he watches Spectrum 1 
News; at 2 pm he watches the Governor of Ohio and his staff at 
their daily briefing because he wants the latest on the progress of 
this pandemic. Mr. Kearns is a bit my senior so it shouldn’t have 
surprised me that on Saturday he enjoys the Lawrence Welk Show 
(I didn’t know they still televise them). And on Sunday he watches 
the Catholic Mass. His neighbor across the street introduced him to 
Jig Saw puzzling. First beginning with 300-piece puzzles, he then 
graduated to 550-piece puzzles with smaller pieces. He’s done so 
well, the neighbor wants him to do 1,000-piece puzzles, to which 
he has some trepidation. He explained that every night he gets a 
take-out meal from Lone Tree…he wants to support our local busi-
nesses. As is his custom, he completes his interactions with me (I 
think he does this with most folks) with a joke: “What do you put 
on the back of a dog that has a fever?” Baffled, I proclaim: “I don’t 
know.” He says: “Mustard…mustard is good on a hot dog!” Ralph 
Kearns is living proof that we don’t stop playing because we grow 
old. We grow old because we stop playing. 

EXPIRES 08/31/20 EXPIRES 08/31/20 

SUPPORT OUR  ADVERTISERS 

Without Advertisers we would not have a 

newsletter. 
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North Ridgeville Firefighter for 36 years—Retired  

Advertisers 

When you use one of our advertisers please 

tell them that you saw their ad in the 

“Ridgefield Developments Newsletter”. 

The newsletter has three new ads in this is-

sue because readers showed the newsletter to 

businesses/contractors. 

Be in the Newsletter  
News/Human Interest Items Wanted For the Newsletter: 

  

• If you have a relative or friend in the military 

• Wedding Anniversary 

• Recent retiree 

• If you get an award from work or an organization 

• If you get a degree  

• Vacation photos 

• Interesting neighbor 

• Do you volunteer? 

Contact  -  Norris Scott    440-748-1562 

Local In Home Caregiver  
 

10 years experience 

Dependable  

Trustworthy  
 

Call/text Abeer el Kawaneh 
 

(216)538-4938.  
 

Works in Ridgefield 
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WE SERVICE ALL MAKES + MODELS 

LICENSED - BONDED - INSURED  

6295 LEAR NAGLE RD. 

NORTH RIDGEVILLE, OHIO 44039 

440-327-5021 
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CELEBRATING 41 YEARS IN BUSINESS IN NORTH RIDGEVILLE 
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Council Ward III Bruce Abens 

Ridgefield Essay May 11, 2020 When will it all end? The quarantine, social distancing, face masks, isolation, 

financial uncertainties, etc. When will it end? The answer. No one really knows. It just may come down to 

making adjustments and learning to live with the COVID-19. Eventually, vaccines will be developed along 

with treatments. The general population will develop antibodies to ward off infection. The virus may even dis-

appear like many diseases in the past. The one thing I know is the great American spirit will pull us through 

and we will come out on top. In the meantime, the City of North Ridgeville (NRV) is facing some tough times 

ahead. Tax revenues are being hit hard due to unemployed citizens. While a large portion of revenues come 

from property taxes (thanks to all who voted to renew the recent levies), income tax, sales tax, gas tax, user 

fees are taking a big hit. RITA has provided the City with the anticipated reduction and it isn’t pretty. NRV 

has few employers and many employees who work outside the City. These factors also hit the State causing 

reduction of State funds as well. At this point in time the Mayor has ordered the elimination of overtime and 

has told the different departments to prepare budget revisions in the range of 20%. There are projects moving 

ahead because many of the dollars were allocated from last year and it would be more expensive to halt the 

projects than letting them move ahead. Also, due to State laws, the dollars cannot be re-allocated to another 

project or budget item. So, the Center Ridge project will continue at the present pace. Stormwater and drain-

age projects will continue. However, street resurfacing and repair may be curtailed - not eliminated - just cut 

back. The street levy will allow the worst to be repaired but borderline streets may have to wait until next 

year. City sponsored recreation programs will probably be curtailed due to both the virus and shortage of 

funds. City grass may go longer between cuts. However, both the police and fire departments have vowed to 

maintain present service levels. I expect cuts to last for the foreseeable future. When the economy gets back to 

its former vibrancy, which I fully expect, the City will again be able to proceed with upgrades and meeting all 

the demands of a growing city.  

Stay well and God bless.  

Bruce Abens 

Ward III Council Member  

babens@nridgeville.org  

(440)316-7091  

City of North Ridgeville Contact Numbers 

Auditor    353-0851 

Building Dept.   353-0822 

Clerk of Council  353-1508 

Law Director   353-0848 

Mayors Court   353-0821 

Mayor's Office   353-0811 

Parks & Recreation  353-0860 

Safety Service Director  353-0812 

Senior Center   353-0828 

Service Department  353-0814 

Treasurer   353-0854 

Utilities    353-0841 

POLICE (non emergency)  327-2191  

FIRE (non emergency)  327-5311 

Website: http://www.nridgeville.org/ Questions/Comments — Please call or E-mail 
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 My Daily Choice 

Pure Organic CBD, 

      Hemp Products, 

          Essential Oils 

     For Pets and Humans 
 

Susan Scheall, Affiliate 

www.thelabladycbd.com 

 the-lab-lady3@yahoo.com 

My dear girl, the day you see I am getting old, I ask you to please be patient. But most of all, try to understand 

what I am going through. If when we talk, I repeat the same thing a thousand times, do not interrupt to say: 

“You, said the same thing a minute ago.” Just listen, please. 

Try to remember the times when you were little, and I would read the same story night after night until you would 

fall asleep. When I do not want to take a bath, do not be mad and don’t embarrass me. Remember when I had to 

run after you making excuses and trying to get you to take a shower when you were just a girl? When you see how 

ignorant I am when it comes to new technology, give me the time to learn and do not look at me that way. Remem-

ber honey, I patently taught you how to do many things like eating appropriately, getting  dressed, combing your 

hair, and dealing with life's issues every day. 

The day you see I am getting old, I ask you to please be patient. But most of all, try to understand what I am 

going through. If I occasionally lose track of what we are talking about, give me the time to remember, and if I 

cannot, do not be nervous, impatient, or arrogant. Just know in your heart that the most important thing for me 

is to be with you. And when my old, tired legs do not let me move as quickly as before, give me your hand the 

same way that I offered mine to you when you first walked. When those days come, do not feel sad —just be 

with me and understand me while I get to the end of my life with love. I will cherish and thank you for the gift 

of time and joy we shared. With a big smile and the huge love I have always had for you, I just want to say, “I 

love you, my darling child" 

SEE AD ON PAGE 10 
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QUARANTINE HUMOR –2020 

Provided by Retired Rascal Ron 

  

I used to spin that toilet paper like I was on Wheel of Fortune. Now I turn it like I'm crack-
ing a safe. 

 

My goal for 2020 was to lose 10 pounds. Only have 14 to go. 

 

I need to practice social distancing from the refrigerator. 

 

Still haven't decided where to go for Memorial Day ----- The Living Room or The Bed-
room. 

 

PSA: every few days try your jeans on just to make sure they fit. Pajamas will have you 
believe all is well in the kingdom. 

 

Senility has been a smooth transition for me. 

 

I don't think anyone expected that when we changed the clocks we'd go from Standard 
Time to the Twilight Zone. 

 

I'm so excited --- it's time to take out the garbage. What should I wear? 

 

I hope the weather is good tomorrow for my trip to Puerto Backyard. I'm getting tired of 
Los Living room. 

 

Classified Ad: Single man with toilet paper seeks 
woman with hand sanitizer for good clean fun. 

 

Better 6 feet apart than 6 feet under. 

 

ALEXA, what’s the weather supposed to be tomor-
row? Don’t worry about it! You ain’t going anywhere. 

 

Secret to a long-lasting marriage? Listen to your hus-
band because he is always right! 
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Expires 8-31-2020 

Expires 8-31-2020 
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Has Quail Court Become the New Patriot’s Path? 

Residents of Quail Court are wondering if they can change the name of their street having in-
stalled flag poles in their front landscape because they love their country. A neighbor, Bob Ho-
bar, was inspirational and instrumental in obtaining the poles, and lights if wanted. A group of 
neighbors helped in the installation. If you’re interested in getting one of these flag poles 
(comes with the flag), contact him at 216-403-0565. You’ll have to arrange your own installa-
tion however 
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RUBBISH.....and What to Do With It! - Mary Anne Kohl 

 

It's been about a year since we got our new “spiffy” refuse containers. I'm sure you're keeping yours in the gar-

age as directed by the Rules & Regulations of the development! In all that time, are we really using them cor-

rectly? You already know when to put out your trash so I'll just deal with what to put in each container. I de-

cided to call Allied Waste just to check on a few things I may be doing wrong and here's what I found.  

 

---------------Put this in your green container 

Metals: including aluminum cans, steel cans (rinsed-out soup, veggie & coffee cans, etc.), 

Do not include un-rinsed food containers, automotive parts, plumbing parts, paint cans with wet or dried-on 

paint, electronics, wire coat hangers, empty aerosol cans, aluminum siding. The scrap value of the 36 billion 

aluminum cans Americans discarded in one year alone was about $600 million. Recycling steel and tin cans 

saves 74% of the energy needed to produce them in the first place. 

Glass: including clear, brown & green bottles or jars (rinsed clean) 

Do not include window glass, drinking glasses, light bulbs, crystal. Glass is endlessly recyclable, and most 

glass bottles and jars produced in this country now contain at least 25% recycled glass, which also requires 

76% less energy to produce. 

 

Plastics: including products stamped with a #1 to #7 code in the Δ on the bottom. These include soft drink, sal-

ad dressing, and vegetable oil bottles; peanut butter, oven-ready meal trays, butter and margarine tubs; and 

containers for laundry detergent and some household cleaners. 

Primarily #'s 1 and 2 containers are actually recycled, maybe in spring of 2013 they'll recycle #'s 3-7. 

Do not include plastic yard toys, or containers which have been contaminated with poisons, chemicals, etc. At 

this time they recommend items generally found in the kitchen as an easy was to remember what to recycle. 

Did you know that every year we produce enough plastic film in this country to shrink -wrap Texas? Or that 

Americans discard 38 billion plastic water bottles every year? Manufacturing plastic consumes fossil resources 

and contributes waste to our environment. One important thing to keep in mind as you recycle plastics is that 

cleanliness is essential. One dirty product, or one with food waste still in it, can contaminate an entire bale 

containing thousands of pounds of collected plastics, so rinse or wash it out (that includes those nasty peanut 

butter jars). 

 

Paper and Cardboard: including boxes, magazines, colored paper, newspapers, cereal boxes, paper juice con-

tainer, junk mail and phone books. 

Do not include waxed paper, food-contaminated paper (such as a cheese-encrusted pizza box). They prefer that 

items such as newspapers NOT be bagged or tied in any way, as this requires someone to un-bag and untie 

them before recycling. All items should be loose in the can! This makes for easier sorting.  

Continued on page. 45 Rubbish. 
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Actual Label Instructions 
 

On a hairdryer: Do not use while sleeping. 

On a bag of sweets: You could be a winner! No purchase necessary. Details inside.  

On a bar of Soap: Directions: Use like regular soap. (And that would be how?) 

On some frozen dinners: Serving suggestion: Defrost. (But it's *just* a suggestion!)  

On a dessert: Do not turn upside down. Printed on bottom of the box* (Too late! You lose!)  

On a Pudding packet: Product will be hot after heating. (Are you sure? Let's experiment. )  

On packaging for an iron: Do not iron clothes on body. (But wouldn't that save more time?)  

On a sleep medicine: Warning: may cause drowsiness. (One would hope!)  

On a Korean kitchen knife: Warning keep out of children. 

On a Japanese food processor: Not to be used for the other use. (Now I'm curious.)  

On peanuts packet: Warning: contains nuts. (Not to mention the nut who wrote the warning ) 

On an American Airlines packet of nuts: Instructions: open packet, eat nuts. (DDDUUUHHH)  

On a child’s superman costume: Wearing of this garment does not enable you to fly. 

(That's right, destroy a universal childhood fantasy!) 

The Philosophy of Ambiguity 
 

FOR THOSE WHO LOVE THE PHILOSOPHY OF AMBIGUITY, AS WELL AS THE  IDIOSYNCRASIES OF ENGLISH: 

Please enjoy and understand the following :  

1. DON'T SWEAT THE PETTY THINGS AND DON'T PET THE SWEATY THINGS. 

2. ONE TEQUILA, TWO TEQUILA, THREE TEQUILA, FLOOR. 

3. ATHEISM IS A NON-PROPHET ORGANIZATION. 

4. IF MAN EVOLVED FROM MONKEYS AND APES, WHY DO WE STILL HAVE MONKEYS AND APES? 

5. THE MAIN REASON THAT SANTA IS SO JOLLY IS BECAUSE HE KNOWS WHERE ALL THE BAD         

GIRLS LIVE. 

6. I WENT TO A BOOKSTORE AND ASKED THE SALESWOMAN, "WHERE'S THE SELF- HELP SEC-

TION?" SHE SAID IF SHE TOLD ME, IT WOULD DEFEAT THE PURPOSE. 

7. WHAT IF THERE WERE NO HYPOTHETICAL QUESTIONS? 

8. IF A DEAF CHILD SIGNS SWEAR WORDS, DOES HIS MOTHER WASH HIS HANDS WITH SOAP? 

9. IF SOMEONE WITH MULTIPLE PERSONALITIES THREATENS TO KILL HIMSELF, IS IT CONSIDERED 

A HOSTAGE SITUATION? 

10. IS THERE ANOTHER WORD FOR SYNONYM? 

11. WHERE DO FOREST RANGERS GO TO "GET AWAY FROM IT ALL?"  

12. WHAT DO YOU DO WHEN YOU SEE AN ENDANGERED ANIMAL EATING AN ENDANGERED 

PLANT? 
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Covenants & Code of Regulations Points to Know 
 

In an effort to better communicate, prevent problems, and give current and potential new residents of 
Ridgefield important information, the following list of key abbreviated points has been extracted from our 
Declaration of Covenants, Restrictions, & Easements document.  By and large these are the handful of 
issues that routinely surface for clarification, emphasis, and enforcement. 

Any change to the exterior of a Living Unit requires the submission and approval of an Architectural 
Review.  

Request a form (available at the Rec. Center) to obtain approval for changes, including but not limited 
to: fencing, roof & siding color, additions, pergolas, gazebos, free-standing structures, etc. 

Owner has the duty to maintain their property and all Common Properties adjacent to the Owner’s lot 
including the caring for trees, shrubs, and grass. 

Annual assessment (currently $500/yr.) is due by January 15 of each year.  

       Parking of a commercial vehicle, motorcycle, trailer, snowmobile, ATV, boat, mobile home, or RV 
overnight is not permitted. 

Trash barrels are to be stored from public view. 

Signage is strictly regulated. 

The Board of Directors has the authority to enforce covenants. 

Full copies of the Revised Covenants, Code of Regulations, and rules are available at the RHA office at 
the Rec. Center or on line at www.ridgefieldhomeowners.com. 

Preplanning A Smart Decision 

One of the most important and valuable services I  

offer is advanced planning the ability to make 

your final arrangements now, before the need aris-

es. There are many important advantages to con-

sider. 

• Make your wishes known 

• Avoid Inflation and lock in prices 

• Spare your loved ones from stress  

• Give yourself Peace of Mind 

• Don't let anyone do this without you 

Call me to set up a time to receive information and 

become educated on everything involved. You will 

receive a FREE booklet to record your wishes and 

avoid the heartache, confusion and overspending. 

Sue Mertus 

216-570-5218 

Community Service Advisor 

SUNSET MEMORIAL PARK 

www.sunsetmemorial.com  

http://www.sunsetmernorial.com/
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Something for Everyone~~To Make You Smile…during a time 
when so many feel otherwise 

Collected and aggregated by Ron Arndt 
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As we adapt to the COVID-19 pandemic, we 

are told our task is “unprecedented.” Who-ought-

to-do-what is indeed unprecedented, because of 

the way societies are now structured. But pan-

demics are historically common. They were just 

some risks of many for recent generations. Sci-

ence has advanced. Popular wisdom is still too 

scarce. And, too many leaders lack historical 

awareness. 

The oldest known epidemic: DNA extracted 

from a woman’s teeth has identified the bacte-

rium that causes plague. She died about 5000 

years ago. Twenty years ago she was unearthed 

from a mass grave at an ancient farming site in 

Sweden. There were sharp population declines in 

Europe that began by at least this time. There 

may well be yet-to-be-discovered earlier strains 

of this bacterium. 

 Scientists suspect that Trypillia settlements 

in Eastern Europe may have had as many as 

20,000 people. These settlements brought 

enough people into close contact to enable the 

bacterium to evolve into a highly infectious 

strain. Migrant Asian herders probably spread 

this strain eastward to Siberia and westward to 

the rest of Europe. Herder migrations corre-

sponded with the rapid abandonment and burning 

of large settlements. Of course, burning was a 

useless solution. No way could village victims 

have understood that their disease was spread by 

millions of tiny invisible creatures. Infectious 

microbes traveled inside people; rather than 

lived in the place they lived. 

Smallpox: Smallpox has been ravaging hu-

manity with blindness, disablement and death for 

at least 3000 years, based upon rashes found on 

Egyptian mummies. It probably goes back much 

further and it continued through the Ages. 

Waves of smallpox wiped out large rural popula-

tions in Western Europe in the Early Middle Ag-
es. That built up an endemic reservoir of small-

pox. Later, in the 18th century, smallpox killed 

roughly 400,000 Europeans each year. Most peo-

ple caught it during their lifetimes, and 30% died. 
It selectively left resistant survivors. This  

Living and Dying During Pandemics by Alan Willoughby  

combination of a smallpox reservoir carried by re-

sistant survivors created a cataclysmic disaster when 

these Europeans explored the Americas. The New 

World natives had no immunity. Old World diseases, 

chiefly smallpox, killed 90-95% of them. 

In Mexico, for example, the Aztecs “died in 

heaps, like bedbugs… it was impossible to bury the 

great number of dead, they pulled down the houses 

over them so that their homes became their tombs.” 

And entering the city, the Spaniards could not walk 

through the streets without stepping on the bodies of 

smallpox victims. 

In South America, smallpox spread was even 

worse. Aided by the efficient Inca road system, 

smallpox arrived in Peru ahead of the small Spanish 

force. It killed the emperor, weakened the defenders 

and in a few years killed most of the natives. Chili 

had been safely isolated by desert and mountains. But 

smallpox came by ship and cost about 25% of their 

native population. It remains true even today, bet-

ter transportation hastens the spread of disease 

carrying people. 

Boston endured six smallpox epidemics from 

1636 to 1698. Then in 1721 a severe outbreak 

caused everyone to flee the city. They infected all 

the other colonies. It seems much like New Yorkers 

fleeing COVID-19 to infect elsewhere. Shouldn’t we 

have been 300 years smarter? 

Smallpox is the disease that led to vaccines. But it 
required almost the entire 1700’s. People who once 
had smallpox seemed immune. This led to the proce-
dure now called variolation. It was inserting small-
pox matter into the skin. Results were mixed. Done 
poorly, it could be fatal. Often, it was harsh. Often it 
worked. Also observed was that milkmaids who had 
suffered cowpox were immune to smallpox. This 
led to a successful vaccine (from the Latin vacca for 
cow) with much milder reactions. It took Edward 
Jenner a quarter century to work out the theory and 
experimentally prove in 1796 that vaccination pre-
vents smallpox. Our first mass vaccine production 
was in 1863.  
 
 
 
Continued on next page. 
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But smallpox did not quit! And it popped up 

locally about 1880. There is a small stone in the 

North Ridgeville Center Cemetery clearly, but 

crudely, marked “Small POX.” It’s placement in 

the burial sequence puts it in 1880. It is adjacent to 

considerable open space with nary another tomb-

stone. But it has defied investigation. Cause of 

death is not listed for any grave. Cemetery and 

news records reveal nothing from that time. But 

cemetery records do say that there is a forbidden 

space that cannot be used for any current burials. 

It may have only one interred body, many bodies, 

or even none. I have not yet investigated how many 

other local cemeteries have similar spaces. 

But there was a similar situation not far away. 

Vermilion Views reported on March 30, 1905 about 

a skeleton that emerged on the Enright farm near 

North Amherst. An old-timer (in 1905) recalled the 

smallpox that had raged in Amherst “about twenty-

five years ago,” or about 1880. 

Amherst was in a state of fear, and business was 

done in almost any way, or not done at all. No un-

dertaker would touch the bodies, and David Foun-

tain was hired to bury about ten bodies. He was 

paid a small sum for each body interred and was 

kept liberally supplied with whiskey. He was in a 

continual state of intoxication during the period of 

the epidemic. He would come at night, get the bod-

ies of the victims who had succumbed [sic] that day 

and haul them outside the town limits and there in-

ter them. He dug holes only two feet deep and 

dumped the body in. He was required to bury his 

own clothes after each job. 

The skeleton dug up in 1905 was under an old 

apple tree. Someone recalled that a man died on 

that farm and was buried by Fountain under an ap-

ple tree. I can keep searching for Ridgeville’s 

smallpox epidemic. Or perhaps, just visit by our 

cemetery tree until the answer comes to me. 

In 1884 Thomas Stevens rode his high wheel bicy-
cle across America. He overnighted in North Ridge-

ville. Our town was a calm, quiet showcase with a 

tunnel of trees, our brand new brick Town Hall and 

new sandstone bridge over French Creek.  

No smallpox was reported. Stevens continued 

his bike ride around the globe. By May 1886 he was 

in eastern Persia. He wrote about a remarkable con-

trast to our fearful American attitude toward small-

pox: “In the foot-hills I encounter a caravan of the 

dead. Thousands of bodies are carried every year, 

on horseback or on camels, from various parts of 

Persia, to be buried in holy ground at Meshed, Ker-

bella or Mecca. The corpses are bound about with 

canvas, and slung, like bales of merchandise, one on 

either side of the horse. The stench from one of 

these corpse caravans is something fearful, nothing 

more or less than the horrible stench of putrid hu-

man bodies. 

“One stout horse in the party I meet this morn-

ing carries two corpses; and in the saddle between 

them rides a woman! What cares she for Ferenghi 

‘sanitary fads?’—if it is her kismet to take the small-

pox, she will take it; if it is her kismet not, she 

won’t.” 

The 1918 Influenza: Its original source is 

still unknown. It was first observed in Europe, the 

United States and Asia. It was called the Spanish flu 

because Spain, a World War I neutral nation, publi-

cized this flu. Waring nations censored all infor-

mation of strategic value, including flu data. 

The 1918 flu was the deadliest in history. It 

infected at least a third of the world’s population, 

about 500 million people. Records were poorly kept. 

It killed 20 to 100 million people, likely 50 million, 

including 675,000 Americans. No place was im-

mune, whether dense or sparsely populated. It was 

cruel and very perplexing in that it killed many 

healthy young people. This age group is normally 

resistant to flu. But no age was safe. 

The 1918 flu frustrated vaccine makers. They 

had become overconfident. Each suspect bacteria 

they identified as the flu culprit was wrong. Why? 
Because flu is caused by viruses. And viruses were 

totally unknown at the time. They are too small to 

be seen with ordinary microscopes. The electron 

microscope was decades away from perfection. 

And, viruses are also small enough to go through 
simple masks. 

 

Continued on page 47. Pandemics 
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BE FAST  
 

What does BE FAST mean? If you know the answer you could save a life.  
 
This became personally important to me on April 25, 2020 when my husband, Norris Scott, was having a 
stroke. Fortunately, he is now doing well. As we look back on that day, we realize that if we would have over-
looked his symptoms or postponed going to the hospital his outcome may have been different. By remember-
ing the FAST saying, I reacted quickly, did the FAST tests, and he arrived at the hospital in the recommended 
time to get an early Brain CT and the life-saving tPa treatment. How grateful we are! 

What is a stroke? It is when the blood supply to the brain is cut off and brain cells die. This can cause perma-
nent disability or death within minutes.  

When signs of a stroke appear, every second counts. Symptoms may include sudden numbness of the face or 
limbs, confusion, difficulty with speech or cognition, visual disturbances, trouble walking, loss of balance, and 
severe headache. Although the majority of strokes occur in people aged 65 or older, they can and do occur at 
any age. 

If you suspect someone is showing signs of a stroke, BE FAST:  

Unfortunately, the lack of awareness can spell disaster. The stroke victim may suffer brain damage when peo-
ple nearby fail to recognize the symptoms of a stroke. Now doctors say a bystander can recognize a stroke by 
remembering this saying, “BE FAST”: 

 B: BALANCE: Watch for a sudden loss of balance. 

 E:  EYES: Is there a sudden loss of vision in one or both eyes? or double vision? 

 F:  FACE:  Ask the person to smile. Does one side of the face droop?  

 A:  ARMS:  Ask the person to raise both arms. Does one arm drift downwards? 

 S:  SPEECH:  Ask the person to repeat a simple phrase. Is their speech slurred/strange?  

 T:  TIME:  If you observe any of these signs, call 9-1-1 immediately and describe the  

                             symptoms to the dispatcher. It’s also important to note the time the symptoms 

                             were first noticed. 

A person does not have to present with all of these signs, but any one of them should make one suspicious. 
(During Norris’ stroke,, he was having some dizziness, difficulty with his balance and with walking, and alt-
hough he appeared to be thinking coherently, his speech was somewhat slow and very slightly slurred.)  

There are two TYPES of strokes: 

ISCHEMIC stroke is caused by a blood clot. 
A HEMORRHAGIC stroke is caused by bleeding in the brain either from a brain aneurysm that has  
burst or a weakened blood vessel that has leaked. 
 

A Brain CT is done within minutes of a patient’s arrival in the ER to determine the TYPE of stroke.  

If the CT reveals a Hemorrhagic Stroke, surgery may be required. Drugs to lower the blood pressure or drugs 
to counteract any blood thinners the patient may be taking may be necessary. (This is why ASPIRIN is NOT to 
be given when you suspect a stroke, because aspirin could make the bleeding worse.)  

If the CT reveals a clot, Alteplase, also known as tPa (tissue plasminogen activator) needs to be given to dis-
solve the clot. This must be used within THREE hours of having a stroke or up to 4.5 hours in certain eligible 
patients. 87% of strokes are caused by a clot blocking a vessel that supplies blood to the brain. (tPa treatment is 
never used until AFTER the Brain CT is done and a HEMORRHAGIC stroke is ruled out.)  

Many people miss this brain-saving treatment because they don’t arrive at the hospital in time for alteplase 
treatment. 

If you suspect someone is showing signs of a stroke, BE FAST!  

 

Karol Scott, RN 
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From page 1. Community Update  

 

Fiduciary 

During our research, we noted that pools who are opening are doing so with a dedicated manager.  In addition, 

most pools are opening with lap swim only for 45 minutes to 1-hour time limits.  Those opening for open 

swim are allowing 2-hour time period with reservations.  Currently, we are not set up to handle a reservation 

system.  Our sister communities that include Meadow Wood, Ledgewood and Mills Creek are not opening.  

Many neighboring municipal pools are likewise closed due to the stringent guidelines.  

Again, we share with you in the disappointment of not being able to utilize the pool in the manner we are ac-

customed to.  Let’s hope that COVID-19 and the impact it has had on our community will soon become a dis-

tant memory. 

 

Rec. Center/Fitness Center User Guidelines 

While a decision was made to proceed with the opening of the lobby and exercise room on June 8th, we retain 

the right to change operating hours and procedures at any time without notice.  Failure to adhere to the new 

rules and regulations will result in immediate shut down of the facility.  The Board and Fitness Committee will 

continue to monitor applicable mandates and recommendations made by the State Health Department and the 

Center for Disease Control and adjust accordingly.  We are confident that you follow the necessary guidelines 

to ensure that our facility remains a safe environment for all users. 

 

The hours of operations will be as follows: 

Monday, Wednesday and Friday 7:00 AM to 7:00 PM 

Saturday and Sunday   1:00 PM to 5:00 PM 

 

Rec. Center/Fitness Center Guidelines 

1.  Due to stringent cleaning and sanitizing requirements, we are opening the Lobby, locker rooms and ex-

ercise room.  We will reevaluate weekly to determine when we can open the large meeting/banquet 

room including the ping pong area. 

2.  For the safety and added protection of our fellow neighbors and staff, masks are mandatory in the locker 

rooms and lobby.  Masks are optional in the actual exercise room. 

3.  All participants of the exercise room will be required to sign a new waiver. 

4.  You must wash your hands with soap and water prior to entering the exercise room.  All other residents 

entering the facility must wash their hands or use hand sanitizer. 

5.  You must sign in every time you visit the center even if it is just to buy a light bulb, borrow a book, etc. 

6.  No guests are permitted until further notice. 

7.  Three individuals are allowed in the locker rooms at one time.  Participants are encouraged to come pre-

pared to workout and change at home. 

8. The showers are closed until further notice. 

Continues on next page. 



       37 

 

EVERGREEN 
Just a reminder that Evergreen is asking that due to concerns over COVID-19,  instead of engaging Evergreen 
workers in our neighborhood,  any requests or concerns of Ridgefield residents be passed along by phone to 
the Evergreen office, 440-324-6905. This will help with the health and safety of both the Evergreen employ-
ees and Ridgefield residents. 

9.  Bathroom and all high touch surfaces will be cleaned and sanitized with a COVID-19 approved disin-

fectant every two hours except for fitness equipment which participants are required to clean before 

and after use including the chairs at the entrance to the exercise room.  Staff will disinfect at the end of 

each day as well.  We ask that you kindly remind non-compliant users to disinfect their equipment af-

ter use. 

10.  If you do not already have a locker, you may not use any open lockers in the locker rooms.  Those of 

you who have a locker are encouraged to wipe down your lockers after use.  

11.  Only the cubby holes that do not have tape may be used during your time at the center. 

12.  No items may be left in the fitness center.   

13.  A Lost and Found will not be maintained.  Items unclaimed at the end of the day must be disposed of. 

14.  Please pay close attention to all signage as some equipment will be closed on certain days. 

15.  If you are sick and/or have a fever, please stay home.  We expect you to self-monitor for the health of 

all fitness center users and staff. 

16.  If you test positive for COVID-19, please contact the Lorain County Health department.  You may 

also contact John Kolb, Facility Manager.  If a user of the facility tests positive, we will need to close 

the facility for professional cleaning. 

17.  We are following all the guidelines to minimize risk of infection.  However, your use of the facility is 

voluntary, and we cannot guarantee that you will not contract the virus. 

18.  Please do not borrow any book that has not been shelved.  Use the library at your own risk.  Please 

follow the instructions of any signage in the library area. 

19.  You must adhere to social distancing standards of 6 feet.  Please do not congregate in the lobby or fit-

ness room to socialize. 

 

The new rules and procedures may seem daunting at times.  But we will have extra staff and committee mem-

bers on hand during the opening week to help acclimate you to the new procedures.  We know that this has 

been a much-anticipated announcement.  Please enjoy the exercise room and stay safe!  

 

The Board of Directors 
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Advertising 

Our advertisers deserve your patronage. When you shop with or utilize an advertiser’s services, be sure 

to let them know that you saw their ad in “Ridgefield Developments.” 

If you use a business that does not advertise in the newsletter, please mention our newsletter.  

North Ridgeville 
Charlie McBriarty 

 

North Ridgeville, before it became a town, was originally a part of The Northwest Territory that became a ter-

ritory of the United States in 1787. Back then a number of the newly formed states claimed the rights to this 

territory including: Virginia, New York, Pennsylvania, Connecticut, and Massachusetts. In addition, there 

were Native Americans occupying a portion of the land.  Between the years of 1786 and 1796 a compromise 

was achieved with a proposal for the territory’s survival.  Moses Cleaveland was engaged to do the survey 

which was completed in 1796 and the newly created Western Reserve was opened for settlement.   

On the day after Christmas in 1822 Ohio crafted a new county from portions of the Western Reserve and the 

adjacent counties of Huron, Medina, and Cuyahoga. It was named Lorain for the Lorraine region of France.  

The name of Ridgeville is attributed to the ridge near the land of the original settlers.  The first settlers likely 

arrived around 1812 to what has become the city of North Ridgeville.  Samuel M. Cahoon was an early perma-

nent settler. A native of Rhode Island Cahoon was born in 1777.  When he completed his primary education in 

a log schoolhouse, he entered Yale.  After graduating from Yale, Cahoon traveled West to Cleveland where he 

acquired a Government job of building boats.  With the outbreak of the War of 1812 he served as mail deliver-

er for the Army of Major General William Henry Harrison who later became the 9 th President of the U.S. and 

became the first to die in office after serving only 31 days – the shortest ever.  At the conclusion of the War 

Cahoon purchased a parcel of land in Lorain County he intended to farm.  Ever resilient, when Cahoon discov-

ered his intended farm land was covered with trees he decided the lot would be a better site as a home for his 

growing family.  He cleared a sufficient number of trees to place a house. He then began to build his house us-

ing the fallen timber and a kiln to make bricks. Cahoon completed construction of his home in the late 1830’s. 

Not only did the structure serve the needs of Samuel and his wife Lucinda and their two sons, John and James, 

it remains on the site to this day. In 1987 it was restored to its original condition by its current owner R.W. 

Becket and is located in North Ridgeville at 38369 Center Ridge Road. 

 Newcomers to the area quickly learn that North Ridgeville is considered to be the fastest growing city in the 

Greater Cleveland area.  The 2010 Census reported the city had a population of more than 29,400 and the Jan-

uary 19, 2019 “Safest Cities in Ohio – 2020” reporting a population exceeding 34,000.  That study was the 

product of the National Council for Home and Security reporting on the “Safest Cities” in Ohio.  The top three 

Ohio cities were clustered in Cleveland’s West Side suburbs., With a population of more than 13,400, Olmsted 

Township was listed as #1; with a population of just under 13,700 Brecksville was #2; and North Ridgeville 

stands at #3.  Additionally, this year North Ridgeville is the 3rd largest city in Lorain County and it ranks as 

#48 among the 9,200 plus cities in Ohio having populations of over 10,000.  
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BEFORE YOU START— ATTENTION MEMBERS 

BEFORE you start any construction project, such as: 
exterior painting, fences, decks, room additions, etc., 
you MUST submit your plans to the Architectural Re-
view Committee for approval.  

This is a requirement under the Covenants and Re-
strictions of the Ridgefield Homeowners Association.  
Documents (detailed plans) may be dropped off at the 
Rec. Center. 

A building permit may also be required. 

Cooper’s Hawk 

I took this picture ,on Friday May 8 , of a Cooper’s Hawk eating lunch in our backyard.  

Norris Scott 
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Mask Distribution 
On an unseasonably cold and snowy Saturday April 18, three Ridgefield friends set up tables outside the Rec. 

Center to hand out masks, they had cut and sewn, for Ridgefield residents. They handed out over 180 masks to 

fellow Ridgefield neighbors. The neighbors, in return, provided almost $3,000 in donations for Community 

Care.  

Mary Elchlinger, Bev Behrns and Barb Kraemer have been sewing masks from the start of the COVID -19 pan-

demic. Mary, from her medical background, recognized early on the seriousness of this disease. "I know how 

protective masks can be in an epidemic." Mary's neighbor and friend Bev along with Mary's sister, Barb used 

their sewing skills and jumped on the bandwagon. Another of Mary's sisters, also a Ridgefield resident, Jean-

nie Beckner does not sew but wanted to help the mask effort so Jeannie began cutting fabric and ironing it as a 

first step in making masks. 

Ridgefield is not the only beneficiary of these enterprising and caring women. As of this writing the group has 

made about 800 masks. Some of the masks have ended up at University Hospital through Pins and Needles 

Sewing Center, as well as Metro Parks, Zoo, Community Care, the Rosemary Homes and certainly last but not 

least, appreciative family members. 

When the last of the medical masks were handed out at the Rec. Center on that cold April day, there were still 

40 cars in line hoping to get masks. Undaunted, the three took down names of the remaining people so that 

they could make additional masks.  

Mary said that the generosity of the Ridgefield neighborhood donations for the masks brings her to tears. In the 

end it was all about doing something for the community.  

The three have continued to produce masks for neighbors as requests have come their way.   

Thank you Mary, Bev, Barb and Jeannie!  

Barb Kraemer (sister),    Mary Elchinger (sister),   Jeannie Beckner (sister),      Bev Behms 
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RECIPE CORNER – Mary Anne Kohl 
 
I hope everyone is making it through these unusual times. 
 

Oatmeal  Muffins  An old-fashioned breakfast treat. 
 
2     cups Old Fashioned rolled oats  ¼     teas cinnamon 
1½  cups milk      2     lg eggs, slightly beaten 
1½  cups all purpose flour   ½     firmly packed brown sugar 
1     Tbls baking powder   ½     cup unsalted butter, melted & 
½    teas salt             cooled 
      1      teas vanilla extract 
 
Preheat oven to 400°.  Grease well a 12-cup muffin tin.  In a medium-size bowl, 
mix the oats and milk and set aside for 10 minutes.  Meanwhile, in a large bowl, mix together the dry ingredi-
ents, making a well in the center.  Stir in the liquid ingredients and the oatmeal mixture until just combined, 
being careful not to overmix.  Batter may be lumpy.  Fill the muffin cups about ¾ full.  Bake for 16-18 
minutes until lightly golden or a cake tester inserted into center comes out with moist crumbs attached.  Do not 
overbake. 
 
 

Herb Roasted Cauliflower 
 
1     head cauliflower   ½    teas chopped fresh rosemary or thyme 
½    med. Onion, halved & sliced ½    teas salt 
1 or 2 cloves garlic, minced         paprika, to taste 
3     Tbls olive oil  
 
Preheat oven to 425°.  Lightly oil a large, rimmed baking sheet (not nonstick).  Cut the cauliflower into florets, 
rinse well, and drain.  Put the florets into a large bowl, add the remaining ingredients, and toss thoroughly.  
Spread the mixture evenly on baking sheet.  Bake for 22 to 25 minutes, or until tender.  Serve immediately.  
Makes 5 or 6 servings. 
 
 

Double Apple Walnut Bread 
 
1     cup applesauce    1     teas baking powder 
½    cup plus 1 Tbls sugar   ½    teas baking soda 
½    cup packed light-brown sugar  ¾    teas salt 
2     lg eggs     ½    teas cinnamon 
¼    cup vegetable oil    1/8  teas nutmeg 
¼    cup plain or vanilla yogurt  1     cup peeled, cored, finely diced apple 
1     teas vanilla extract   ½    cup chopped walnuts 
2     cups all-purpose flour 
 
Preheat oven to 350°.  Butter a 9x5-in loaf pan and line with parchment paper, if desired.  Combine the ap-
plesauce, ½ cup of sugar, brown sugar, eggs, oil, yogurt, and vanilla in a bowl and whisk to blend.  Sift the 
flour, baking powder, baking soda, salt, cinnamon, and nutmeg into a separate large bowl.  Make a well, add 
the applesauce mixture, and stir until combined.  Fold in the diced apple and walnuts.  Scrape the batter into 
the prepared pan and smooth the top.  Sprinkle with the remaining 1 Tbls sugar.   
 
Bake on the center oven rack for 50 to 55 minutes, or until a tester inserted into center comes out clean.  
Transfer to a cooling rack for 10 minutes.  Turn the bread out of the pan and cool thoroughly before slicing.   
Makes 1 loaf. 
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 My Daily Choice 

Pure Organic CBD, 

      Hemp Products, 

          Essential Oils 

     For Pets and Humans 
 

Susan Scheall, Affiliate 

www.thelabladycbd.com 

 the-lab-lady3@yahoo.com 

SEE AD ON PAGE 10 
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Rubbish. From page  27. 

 

---------------Put this in your blue container 

Food waste, pet waste, foil and aluminum bake-ware, sharp items (needles & broken glass) should be put in a 

puncture-proof container. Here's where you put plastic containers from antifreeze, pesticides and herbicides, 

wire coat hangers, empty aerosol cans, aluminum siding, window glass, drinking glasses, light bulbs, and 

crystal. 

 

----------------All other disposable material 

Hazardous Waste: including fluorescent light bulbs & ballasts, batteries from hearing aids to cars, tires, oil 

based paints, used motor oil, large amounts of used cooking oil, electronics such as TV's & computers.  

These items can be dropped off at the County Recycle Center, 540 S. Abbe Rd, Elyria, hours are Monday 

12;00 to 4:00, Wednesday 12:00 to 6:00 pm, and Saturday 9:00 to 3:00 pm. Call 440-329-5777 for more infor-

mation and current hours. 

Yard Waste: including grass clippings (although mulching is a better option for your lawn), branches, and 

leaves should be placed in brown paper yard waste bags not to exceed 50 lbs. These will be picked up between 

April and November with your regular pick up. In the fall, place leaves in plastic bags (clear?) to be picked up 

between October 24th and November 29th. Branches, not in brown paper bags, must be cut and bundled in 4-ft 

lengths weighing not more than 50 lbs. 

Do not include sod/soil, animal waste, food waste scraps, meat, fish or bones, or diseased plants. Put these 

items in the blue container. 

Oversized trash: including home furnishings, mattresses, carpet (rolled into 4' lengths), tables, swing sets, and 

appliances w/doors removed. These items will be picked up on the first Monday of the month. 

Still not sure, call Allied Waste (Republic) Customer Service Department at 440-458-5191 or 1-800-433-1309. 

 

North Ridgeville Firefighter for 36 years—Retired  
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Publisher Information 

The Ridgefield Developments Newsletter 

is published Quarterly by the Communications 
Committee of the Ridgefield Homeowners 
Association to provide its members with 
neighborhood information and to promote social and 
other events in an effort to enhance the quality of life 
within our community.   

Submissions for publication become the exclusive 
property of Ridgefield Developments Newsletter.   

We reserve the right to shorten or edit materials 
submitted for publication.   

Article and ad placement is at the discretion of the 
editor. 

Opinions expressed in Ridgefield Developments 
Newsletter are not necessarily those of the Editor, 
Ridgefield Homeowners Association (RHA), its 
Officers or Directors, Bob Schmitt Homes, Inc. or 
any of its advertisers.  

Ridgefield Homeowners Association does not 
endorse any advertiser. 

Printed by Maximum Graphix, Inc. 

Newsletter Committee  
 

Editor:    Norris Scott  440-748-1562  scott4399@hotmail.com 

Food Editor: Mary Anne Kohl         440-731-3229  

Writers: Ron Arndt,  Mary Anne Kohl, Charles McBriarty, 
Alan Willoughby, and Karol Scott 

Ad sales: Gary Holbrook, Norris Scott 

Photographer:  Ralph Kearnes or as credited 

Proof Readers: Mary Anne Kohl, Gary Holbrook, Karol Scott, 
           Ralph Kearnes 

Please support our newsletter advertisers. Without advertisers 
we would not have a newsletter.  

Needed: Writers for newsletter articles 

  Ad sales person 

  Ideas for articles 

Contact Norris Scott. 

Website 
ridgefieldhomeowners.com 

 

Visit our web site to find copies of this Newsletter, past 
copies, director meeting minutes, copy of our rules and 
covenants, forms, Pool, Fitness Room and Activity Room 
rules, contact information for our directors, committee 
information and a current calendar with all Ridgefield 
activities and meetings, including descriptions and contact 
information.   

New to Ridgefield?  Simply click on the website and in 
the upper right corner click on "register" and follow the 
prompts.  Your information is sent to the administrator to 
confirm your account and you will get a response quickly.  
Or contact John Kolb 440-748-1568 for additional help. 

Have you been in Ridgefield for years but never gone on 
the web site?  You already are a "registered" user.  When 
we created the new web site in 2014/2015 we pre-
registered all existing residents.  

Newsletter Ad Rates 
 

   Ad Size              1 Issue      2 Issues        4 Issues  

Business Card       $25.00        $40.00          $60.00   

1/4 Page                $35.00        $60.00          $90.00  

1/2 Page                $60.00      $100.00        $160.00   

Full Page              $100.00     $190.00        $300.00 

Inserts       $135.00     $260.00        $440.00 
         

Ad Rates subject to change without notice.  
 

To advertise: Please contact Norris Scott at:  

  440-748-1562 

Send your advertising graphics (.jpg or .pdf) to 
Norris Scott editor, as an email attachment to 

scott4399@hotmail.com.  
 

Make checks Payable to Ridgefield Homeowners  

Association or RHA. 

Payments may be dropped off or mailed to:  

 Norris Scott 

 8976 Riverwood Drive 

 North Ridgeville, Oh 44039  
 

Ad placement is at the discretion of the editor. 

Advertisers are encouraged to offer a coupon or a 
discount to the newsletter readers. 

 

Deadlines: February 15, May 15, August 15, and       
       November 15. 

mailto:as_rhoa@neohio.twcbc.com
mailto:scott4399@hotmail.com
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Pandemics from page 33. 

The 1918 flu came to in two waves. In the 

spring, the flu spread rapidly at U.S. Army camps. 

And it stopped, when all the local soldiers were 

either dead or naturally self-immunized.  

They were packed tightly into troop ships and 

sent to Europe. 84,000 soldiers in March. And 

118,000 soldiers in April. “Zero social distance, 

as we would say today!” By the time they had 

crossed the Atlantic the living were flu carriers 

ready to infect their allies, and then the enemy. The 

flu also likely attacked the enemy from other direc-

tions. More soldiers died from the flu than died 

from battle. About 40% of our Army and Navy 

were ill. It’s fair to say that the 1918 flu pandemic 

ended the War. Or hastened the end. 

In late summer, the second wave of flu hit in 

the U.S. as some soldiers were returning home. Did 

they bring home the same flu they had spread? Did 

they bring home a different strain originally from 

elsewhere? Did our original strain mutate? It’s hard 

to be sure since viruses, DNA and mutations were 

still unknown at the time. But it was definitely 

highly contagious and virulent. 

This flu was vicious. Victims died within hours 

or days of developing symptoms. Their skin turned 

blue and their lungs filled with fluid. They fatally 

suffocated. Since many young people died, the av-

erage American life expectancy abruptly dropped 

by a dozen years. Entire families died. There were 

lots of widows and orphans. Funeral parlors were 

overwhelmed and bodies piled up. Many people 

had to dig their own family graves. 

About 90 years later, in 2008, researchers an-

nounced what made the 1918 flu so deadly. A 

group of three genes enabled the virus to weaken a 

victim’s bronchial tubes and lungs and clear the 

way for bacterial pneumonia. This may also explain 

why 1918 vaccine pursuers thought they had identi-

fied the “causal bacteria” of this flu. 

There was pressure to pursue patriotic fund raising 

and morale boosting to win the War. So Philadel-

phia’s Director of Health and Charities insisted 
that mounting fatalities were just normal  

 

flu. They went ahead with their Liberty Loan Pa-

rade on September 28th. Tens of thousands at-

tended and the flu spread like wildfire. In just 

ten days over 1,000 Philadelphians were dead 

and 20,000 sick. Over 15,000 died there by March. 

A tragic case of understandable ignorance. By con-

trast, in 1918 St. Louis, Missouri, shut down public 

gatherings. Their death rate was merely an eighth 

of Philadelphia’s. In New York City in March 

2020, the Mayor urged people to ride the subways 

and attend large traditional gatherings. He and the 

health director assured everyone they were safe, 

and swore they were medically prepared should 

anything arise. A case of inexcusable ignorance and 

deceit. 

 

Comparing the 1918 flu with 2020 COVID-19:  

In 1918, sickness and death spiked. Crowds 

got more crowded. Hospitals were overwhelmed. 

In 2020, we understood contagion and social dis-

tancing. We successfully flattened the curve so 

hospital heroes could succeed. Our President act-

ed quickly to limit risky travel, cut red tape and 

mobilized industry and ingenuity. We soon had the 

medical necessities long slighted by the states. 

In 1918, officials largely hid the facts about the 

epidemic; for wartime reasons. As infection spread, 

health organizations mostly closed their doors and 

left the public wondering. In 2020, our federal and 

state leaders kept the public informed daily. But 

much of the general media kept the public partially 

misinformed and promoted fear. And social media 

arbitrarily censored whatever thoughts ran contrary 

to their agenda, even from highly credible experts. 

Throughout our country, citizens have supported 

one another in so many substantive and personal 

ways. They have taken huge advantage of digital 

communications. 

In 1918 sick employees shut down businesses. 

Many crops were unharvested. In 2020 businesses 

were shut down by type, with help to reopen. 

Pandemics are normal life. I’m so grateful it’s 

this one I’m living through, with caution not fear. 
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Exclusive Geo Works, LLC 

Installing and Servicing Comfort Systems for over 40 
Years 

• Geothermal Furnaces 

• Split Systems 

• Loops 

• Flow Centers 

• High Efficiency Gas Furnaces 

• Air Conditioners/Heat Pumps 

• Humidifiers 

• Custom Duct Fabrication 

• Services 

• Filters 

 

 

Sales@exclusivegeoworks.com 

Troyce “Buck” Webster 
 

Oberlin, OH 

(330) 416-6913 

Mike Maitland 
 

Valley City, Oh 

(440) 785-4615 

www.exclusivegeoworks.com 

 

 

Valid Until August 31, 2020 

New Patients With Exam & X-Rays 

Not Valid With Any Other Offer. 

* 


