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Notes from the Board 

September 2021 

Bob Esper 

Heading into Fall 2021 and looking forward to cooler, less humid weather, and all the great things 
about a Northeast Ohio Fall season. We are still in the grips of COVID-19 and many of us will have re-
ceived booster shots by the time you read this. Its not known at this time whether we will need to make any 
changes with operations and programs due to COVID-19.  Stay healthy and stay safe. The school year has 
started, and the school buses are back in our neighborhood for their morning and afternoon runs. Please be 
aware of the young people getting on and off these buses. Kids can sometimes dart unexpectedly into traffic.  

We are looking back on a challenging but successful pool season. Periods of rainy weather and many 
cooler nights did not diminish the joy of getting back to the pool and pool parties. Our pool is a big part of 
why many of us enjoy Ridgefield.  As a neighborhood we are dealing with pool mechanical systems that are 
about 25 years old. Our pool manager and pool director stayed on top of repairs during the season to ensure 
smooth operations; thank you Richard Yanks and Derek Mincher. Increasing pool costs will be considered 
during the budgeting cycle. 

Food trucks and music were also a welcome part of our summer. Rita Rutherford was at the lead role 
for arranging a variety of food styles. The front lawn of the Rec Center provided the setting for several musi-
cal performers that made for fun, easy going, summer evenings.  

The Rec. Center is again ramping up on hosting card games, yoga, and other programs. Please check 
offerings and schedules at the Rec. Center, Nextdoor and the Ridgefield website. These programs are put 
together by volunteers from the neighborhood, please thank them for their work.  

All the programs offered to Ridgefield are headed up by volunteers, including running the pool. If 
you can give some time, please consider working on the pool committee, social committee, architectural 
committee, grounds & maintenance committee. Some committees may be less formal and have more inter-
mittent needs. However, things tend to run easier with people to share the load. Please also consider serving 
as a RHA board member. We are all stakeholders in the upkeep of Ridgefield. You might find it enjoyable to 
work with some of your neighbors on a worthwhile project.  

On a final note, we had an unusually heavy rain the evening of August 6. The rainfall was heavy 
enough to overfill the Pebble Brook detention pond, causing water to cover parts of Long Brook, Pebble 
Brook and Hummingbird. Heavy rains have caused similar overflow conditions in previous years. There are 
several stakeholders in this problem: homeowners in the affected areas, the city, the builder, the RHA, and 
others affected by the French Creek watershed. There is no simple solution for balancing the water in, water 
out equation without looking at the entire French Creek watershed.  We will continue to work with all the 
stakeholders to look for ways to alleviate the periodic overflow of the Pebble Brook detention pond. 

 

Enjoy our beautiful fall weather and we will see you at a Board meeting. 

THE 2021 ANNUAL MEMBER’S MEETING IS SCHEDULED FOR OCTOBER 24TH , 3 PM , AT 

THE REC. CENTER AND WILL BE ON ZOOM AS WELL. 
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Back - Nick Bogner, Joe Erni & Ken Lutke 

Front -  Mary Beth & David Bogner 
 

Helping You Plan 

A Personal 

Remembrance                                                                               

 

 
11/30/2021
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Ridgefield’s Annual Craft Fair 

On Saturday, September 18th, I will be hosting our annual craft fair. It is open to anyone 

living in Ridgefield. It's a place where people can show their talents and meet each other. 

There is no fee to be a participant or attend the craft fair. Anyone inside or outside of 

Ridgefield are welcome to attend. 

Tell your friends and neighbors to come and see how talented Ridgefield neighbors 

are. 

If you would like to participate in the craft fair, please call 

me, Sue Crompton: 440-522-1179 

Hours: 1:00-3:00 on Saturday, September 18th. 

1 hope to see you there. 

Basch’s 
 
Fine Jewelry & Time Specialists 

    30596 Lorain Rd., N. Olmsted, OH 44070      440-777-TIME      www.baschs.com 

 
Sweetest Day is quickly approaching and it’s time to remember 

your sweetie…  October 16th!  
 

We warmly welcome you to stop in  

and receive a complimentary Jewelry  

cleaning.  
 

Celebrate the love of your life and shop for 

gifts that will last forever! Like our new 

Galatea line Featuring the Diamond and 

pearl collection and the Galatea Pearl Col-

lection with a topaz nucleus. 

http://www.baschs.com
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Thinking of Selling in Ridgefield? 

Ask yourself these questions: 

Is my Realtor going the extra mile to market my home? 
Are they providing 3D marketing tours to potential buyers? 

Are they hiring professionals to showcase the beauty of your home with professional photog-
raphy? 

Do they have a vested interest in getting the most for your home? 
If you cannot answer to yes to all these questions-CALL ME! 

 

 

I WANT THE MOST FOR YOUR HOME SINCE I LIVE HERE TOO!  

 
YOUR NEIGHBOR 

Jennifer Taylor 
Russell Real Estate Services 

440-864-9792 
realtorjentaylor@gmail.com 

Top Company Producer  
5 Star Customer Service Award 

 

There is no job too big or too small 

 

mailto:realtorjentaylor@gmail.com
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Ward III Council Member 

The City is starting to get back to normal as the successful Corn Festival can attest. Despite a late start to 

planning and 1-4 inches of rain Friday night, the Corn Festival Committee 

remained light on it’s feet and pulled it off. The entertainment postponed Fri-

day night was delightful on a perfect weather Saturday night. The fireworks 

proved to be a perfect cap to the evening. Back to normalcy is also occurring 

at the Senior Center starting in September with a soft opening in mid August. 

The new Senior Director is working on new and exciting plans while main-

taining traditional activities. In case you have not heard, North Ridgeville now 

has it’s second round-about at Alt 83 and Chestnut Ridge in operation with 

two more planned. The third one will be a peanut shaped round-about at Mills, 

Stoney Ridge, and Avalon. The peanut shape is to accommodate the off set-

ting nature of this particular intersection. Construction should start in the not 

too distant future. The fourth one will be at the Chestnut And SR 83 (Avon-

Belden Rd). This one is still about 2 years away. And geez, I forgot. It is actually 3 round-abouts (RA) in 

North Ridgeville. Gatestone is operational as well. Why RA’s versus 4 way stops? First, they have proven to 

be safer than traditional 4 ways. The RA at Mills and 83 has yet to have a serious accident since put into op-

eration unlike the old stop light intersection which saw a serious accident every 3-4 months. Second, (this is 

a hard to believe point) they are less expensive to construct AND maintain. Third, they move traffic more 

efficiently. The biggest problem with RA’s is motorists learning how to correctly use the RA. One other 

problem, there are no more traffic citations for failing to come to a complete stop and the resulting 

“donation” to the City. One last shameless plug for the up coming election on November 2nd. In spite of the 

virus, the City is making tremendous progress with improving infrastructure; making headway controlling 

flood waters; increasing funding for the safety forces (especially police); still one of the safest cities in the 

US; improving the Service Dept capabilities; attracting new businesses; and more. It is important to keep the 

Republican majority in Council. Re-elect Council at Large Martin DeVries, retain Jason Jacobs, and elect 

Georgia Awig.  

Bruce Abens Ward III Council Member President Pro-Tem  

Questions/Comments — Please call or E-mail 
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10 Digit Dialing in 440 Area Code 

If you have a 440 area code, be prepared to change the way you dial. 

With the rollout of the new, three-digit National Suicide Prevention Hotline, the 440 

area code is one of two area codes in Ohio that will have to change the way they 

make local calls. The other area code is 513 in the Cincinnati area. 

"The new rules will apply to all telecommunications carriers as well as all intercon-

nected and one-way Voice over Internet Protocol (VoIP) service providers. They 

provide for a two-year transition, reflecting the real challenges of this nationwide 

effort, including the need for widespread network changes and providing time for the 

National Suicide Prevention Lifeline to prepare for the expected increase in the vol-

ume of calls. Under these rules, calls to 988 will be directed to 1-800-273-TALK, 

which will remain operational during the 988 transition and after it is completed," 

the FCC said in a statement. 

Starting on October 24, 2021 you will have to use your area code before the telephone number for the call to 

go through if you have a 440 area code. 

Beginning July 16, 2022, if you call “988,” you will be routed to the National Suicide Prevention and Mental 

Health Crisis Lifeline. 

Absentee Ballot Request Forms 
Would you like to vote by absentee ballot rather than voting in person on No-

vember 2? Absentee Ballot Request Forms can be printed from Board of Elec-

tion website, vote.loraincountyohio.gov, or obtained from Ridgefield Recrea-

tion Center. You can mail request form at any time to Lorain County Board of 

Elections, 1985 North Ridge Road East, Lorain, OH 44055. Boards of Elec-

tions in Ohio are not permitted to begin mailing out regular Absentee Ballots 

until October 5th for the November 2nd General Election. You can check the 

status of your absentee ballot online. 

Voter Registration 

Are you new to Ridgefield or wish to register to vote? You can register to vote or update your voter registra-

tion status online at vote.loraincountyohio.gov. To register online you will need to provide the following:  

• Ohio driver’s license or Ohio identification card number 

• Name 

• Date of Birth 

• Address 

• Last four digits of your Social Security number 

If you prefer, you can print a paper form from website or obtain from Ridgefield Recreation Center & mail to 

Lorain County Board of Elections, 1985 North Ridge Road East, Lorain, Oh 44055. October 4 is deadline for 

voter registration for November 2 General Election. 
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Be in the Newsletter  

News/Human Interest Items Wanted For the Newsletter: 

• If you have a relative or friend in the military 

• Wedding Anniversary 

• Recent retiree 

• If you get an award from work or an organization 

• If you get a degree  

• Vacation photos 

• Interesting neighbor 

• Do you volunteer? 

Contact  -  Norris Scott    440-655-1105 

Hours:  
  

Monday, Tuesday    8:00 - 5:30 

 Closed Wednesday  

 Thursday, Friday  8:00 - 5:30 

 Saturday   8:00 - 3:00 

 

STAY HEALTHY 

 

Expires 11/30/2021 
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North Ridgeville Firefighter for 36 years—Retired  

 

 

 

 

 

CRYSTAL CLEAR PRESSURE & WINDOW WASHING 

‘GUARANTEED TO MAKE YOUR HOME FEEL NEW AGAIN’ 
Call Jimmy 

for 

FREE ESTIMATES 

216-640-0945 
See reviews at: www.Thumbtack.com/CrystalClearWindowWashing 

Email: CCWindowWashing.quotes@gmail.com 

  PRESSURE & WINDOW WASHING   

INTERIOR & EXTERIOR 

CONCRETE SEALING 
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Club Corner – Mary Anne Kohl  440-731-3229 

 
Well finely I can write something new.  Thanks to Rita Rutherford who organized a group meeting for all 
clubs interested in using the Rec Center, I have a more comprehensive list of groups, times and contact people 
for you to join. 

If you’re a reader, why not join the Book Club?  They meet on the 3rd Tuesday of every month at a member’s 
home, from 2:00 to 4:00 pm.  Call Susan Webb, 216-316-7713 for more details. 

Canasta is happening every Monday, 1:00 pm, at the Rec Center.  All are welcome, I’m sure they’d be glad to 
refresh or teach you how to play.  Contact Mary Anne Kohl, 440-731-3229. 

Bunko, a fun game of dice for men and women, returns the  1st Wednesday of September and every month 
until May. Contact Barb Safarz, 440-748-0042 or just show up Sept. 1st, 7:00 pm. 

Ping Pong has already begun but you may want to join them for fun and exercise.  Check with Joel Keller or 
at the desk for more info.  Bring your own equipment! 

Perhaps you’re looking to make new friends.  Why not join the Singletons, a group of men and women who 
are single and enjoy each other’s company.  They meet at the Rec Center the 1st Tuesday of the month, 3:30 to 
5:00, activities are planned at this time. Call Jane Pfaff, 748-7107. 

Maybe Bridge or Duplicate Bridge is more up your alley.  Duplicate Bridge meets at the Rec Center the 3rd 
Thursday of each month from 12:30 to 4:00.  Bridge meets the 3rd Friday from 7:00 to 10:00 pm.  For more 
information, call Nancy Bowman, 440-748-6623. 

I know there is a group that plays Poker in the homes of their members but I have no phone number for Sue 
Crompton and I have no details if it’s open to new people. 

As always, watch for the helpful signs at the exits of the development and on Next Door Neighbor for more 
activities.   

At this time, masks are optional, not required. 

 
MON 

 
TUES 

 
WED 

 
THURS 

 
FRI 

  
CANASTA 

Every Monday 
1:00 - 4:00 pm 

  
 

CONTACT: 
Mary Ann Kohl 
440-731-3229 

  

  
SINGLETONS 

1st Tues 
3:30-5:00 pm 

  
 

CONTACT 
Jane Pfaff 

440-316-6019 
Carol Arroyo 
440-748-7107 

  
  

  
BUNKO 
1st Wed 

7:00 – 9:00 pm 
Sept thru May 

 
CONTACT 
Barb Safarz 

440-748-0028 
Jo Cook 

440-748-0042 

  
DUPLICATE 

BRIDGE 
3rd Th 

12:30 – 4:00 pm 
  

CONTACT 
Nancy Bowman 
440-748-6623 

  
BRIDGE 

3rd Fri 
7-10:00 pm 

  
 

CONTACT 
Nancy Bowman 
440-748-6623 

  
  

 
BOOK CLUB 

3rd Tuesday 
2:00- 4:00 pm 

(starting in Sept) 
  

CONTACT 
Susan Webb 

216-316-7713 
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    Cleveland     N. Ridgeville   Columbia Station  Fax 

    216-621-9864  440-327-5099      440-748-0640       440-748-0646  
 

        Courtesy Service                              Quality Price 

Local In Home Caregiver  
 

 
 

10 years experience 

Dependable  

Trustworthy  
 

Call/text Abeer el Kawaneh 
 

(216)538-4938.  
 

Works in Ridgefield 



       15 

 

Grounds and Maintenance 

September 2021 

Bob Esper 

Now that September has set in, we can expect Evergreen to begin their application of slow-release fer-

tilizer and weed control to the 40 or so acres of common area maintained by the RHA. 

Rainfall through the summer has been enough to allow the neighborhood to cut back considerably on 

its watering cycle. The neighborhood grassy areas have maintained their active green growth all season.  

The two Ridgefield entrances, Root Road and Bagley and the area along Gatestone have received a lot 

of attention in August. Extensive trimming, removal of dead trees, addition of 12 deciduous flowering bushes 

and, as of this writing, 160 cu. yards of triple shred mulch. In September Evergreen will trim back all the 

Burning bush plants.  All this work improves the look and feel of our common areas.  

An area on the Pebble Brook detention pond was improved with 20 cubic yards of topsoil and grass 

seed.  This was done to correct an erosion problem. We will keep an eye on it going forward. 

We are looking at several areas around drainage bulkheads for ways to improve their look and de-

crease erosion. Which leads to my next point. Some of the bulkheads have fewer rocks than were originally 

installed by Evergreen.  Please do not remove these rocks for your landscaping.  

In January, Schmitt will turn over an additional six acres of land to the RHA. This is the detention 

pond area built last year for the new streets of Short Brook and Pleasant Ridge. RHA will take over fertilizing 

this new area.  

Sometime this fall the area inside the traffic circle will be mulched and river rock raked to bring the 

appearance back to the level seen prior to the work in the traffic circle. 

Enjoy the fall season and go Browns. 

North Ridgeville Community Care 
Hope your summer was full of good times and a lot of memories. At the center we have been busy trying to 

get operations back to normal. Our volunteers are back and there are opportunities for new volunteers if you 

are interested. We have an exciting opportunity that I would like to share with you. We formed an endow-

ment a few months ago and this will help us with the longevity and sustainability of Community Care. On 

September 16th, from 8am-8pm, we are having a day of giving for the endowment. Our endowment is held 

by the Community Foundation of Lorain County and they have a program called Connect To A Cause. This 

helps the nonprofits fund their endowment with generous gifts from people like you! We are lucky enough 

to have a generous anonymous donor willing to match funds dollar for dollar that day up to $25,000. Yes, I 

said $25,000. Please consider donating ANY amount to help us get all of these matching funds. You can go 

directly to our website www.nrcommcare.org to donate or you may drop off a check to the center anytime 

before September 16th to be included for this matching opportunity. Please indicate that your check is for 

the endowment. Thank you for all that your development does for Community Care. We truly appreciate it!  

Happy Fall, Heather Kaesgen, CEO North Ridgeville Community Care  
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Architectural Rules 

Please be aware of the following procedures that need to be followed if you are going to: 

 Repaint your house the same color  Repaint your house a different color 

 Vinyl side your home    Add stone on your home 

 Add an addition     Put up a fence or Pergola 

All of the above need an Architectural Review Request form filled out and approved before 

any work is to be done on your home or yard. These forms can be found at the rec center.  

Many of the above changes to your home need a North Ridgeville building permit before any 

changes are made to your home. 

Many people have requested new colors be added to our existing colors. There is a binder at 

the rec center that has all the existing and new colors.  

It will save you time and money if you follow the above regulations. If you have any ques-

tions, please call before you start any work on your home. 

Questions: Contact Bob Seitz at 440-522-2840. 

WE SERVICE ALL MAKES + MODELS 

LICENSED - BONDED - INSURED  

6295 LEAR NAGLE RD. 

NORTH RIDGEVILLE, OHIO 44039 

440-327-5021 
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CELEBRATING 41 YEARS IN BUSINESS IN NORTH RIDGEVILLE 
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State certified plumber 

Gas Line Certified Installer 

Home Repairs, Granite & Laminate Floors 

Bathroom & Kitchen Remodeling 

Siding Repair 

Counter Tops 

Licensed & Registered 

Son of Ridgefield Resident 

krnagy01@gmail.com 

38635 Overlook Dr 
Grafton Oh, 44044 

Exclusive Geo Works, LLC 

Installing and Servicing Comfort Systems for over 40 
Years 

• Geothermal Furnaces 

• Split Systems 

• Loops 

• Flow Centers 

• High Efficiency Gas Furnaces 

• Air Conditioners/Heat Pumps 

• Humidifiers 

• Custom Duct Fabrication 

• Services 

• Filters 

 

Sales@exclusivegeoworks.com 

Troyce “Buck” Webster 
 

Oberlin, OH 

(330) 416-6913 

Mike Maitland 
 

Valley City, Oh 

(440) 785-4615 

www.exclusivegeoworks.com 
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RIDGEFIELD FOOD TRUCK SCHEDULE 2021  

Ridgefield Pool/Rec Center Parking Lot – 8700 Gatewood Drive NR -  

updated 8/23/2021…Rita Rutherford - Ridgefield Rec Director 

 

SEPTEMBER 

Sat…3rd…RACHEL BROWN CONCERT ON THE LAWN…5:30-8:00 PM 

Thurs…9th…Original Steak and Hoagies…4:30-7:30 pm 

Sun…12th … Jones Bones BBQ…2:00-4:30 

Sat…18th…Heavy G’s Eats…4:30-8:00 

Wed…22nd…Manna Food Truck…4:30-7:30 

FRIDAY…BINGO NIGHT… 7:00-9:00 PM… doors open 6:30 pm 

 

OCTOBER 

Sunday…3rd…Caribe Soul on The Go Food Truck…1:00-3:00 
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Conscientious Courtesy 

Authored by Ridgefield Newsletter Committeeman, Ron Arndt, The Retired Rascal 

 

First the disease…then the antidote. 

Is it me as an old man or have you also noticed an abundance of 
bad manners, discourteous individuals exhibiting rude and disre-
spectful behavior in everyday interactions? I thought most of us, through life experiences, have learned that our 
actions affect others. We set examples for our kids, grandkids, friends, colleagues by the behaviors we exhibit. 
We get to choose how we express ourselves to others, typically resulting in a mirrored response. 

I maintain, courtesy is NOT trivial, frivolous, or inconsequential! 

From my vantage point, it appears that discourtesy and disrespect has become perniciously pervasive in our 
country. It has permeated everything in our lives including our everyday activities, our social interactions 
whether they be face-to-face or electronically as well as our business and consumer interactions. This goes 
much deeper than simply a young person being discourteous to their parents. The truth is that this self-
absorbed behavior is degrading all ages and every element of our society. This is deep-seated nastiness and de-
cline of common courtesy seems determined to overtake our social consciousness. 

We have seen that negativity sells anything. Read the mainstream newspapers; the most popular magazines; 
watch any TV newscast; open a Facebook or Twitter account and you will be inundated with horrible discourse 
and folks spewing hate on any topic imaginable. At the time of this writing US wrestler Tamyra Mensah-Stock 
won a gold medal at the Tokyo Olympics in wrestling. When interviewed after her successful achievement, she 

was asked how she felt. She said: “It feels amazing. I love represent-
ing the U.S. I freaking love living there. I love it. And I’m so happy I 
get to represent USA!” Something as beautiful as this. Something so 
positive. Something so accomplished as this and yet she began receiv-
ing hateful comments on social platforms. The deterioration of our 
verbal, written and social communication is a daily evidence of our 
society’s deficiency of good manners, dearth of courtesy and loss of 
dignity and propriety. Unfortunately, our tolerance for ugly and dis-
courteous behavior seems inestimable. Rude behavior and inappropri-

ate conduct have now seemingly become the “new normal”. Nice, everyday gestures that used to come natural 
to folks no longer seem to be ordinary. I believe many of us have come to expect rudeness more than courtesy.  

This degradation of our traditional values, being replaced with prevailing behaviors, is affecting every element 
of society…politics; family; relationships; business and certainly much of our discourse. Unfortunately, we 
seem to be tolerating this gobbledygook. To me our societies’ lack of decency, politeness, good conduct & be-
havior, thoughtfulness, respect for others, kindness & consideration is truly a sickness, a disease that needs an 
antidote, just like polio, measles, mumps, and rubella. We need a remedy to counteract the effects of this conta-
gion.  

I suspect, all of us by nature, have had times when we’ve been ‘snarky’; inconsiderate; 
or even behaved rudely? As “enlightened” as I think I am, my bride has reminded me 
that at times I have been dismissive, misbehaved and conducted myself badly…short 
temper; impatience; curt comments as examples. Therefore, therapeutically, I believe 
whenever we catch ourselves acting out in disagreeable ways, we need to ask ourselves: 
are we choosing to be part of the problem, part of the toxicity, or do we prefer to be 
part of the solution? Meanness and bullying behaviors are contagious. However, the 
good news is that nice gestures and kindness are also contagious. Research tells us 
positive emotions and behaviors, as a contagion, cause us to mimic others’ behaviors. 
Someone smiles at us; we tend to smile back. Attitudes truly are contagious, and from 
time to time we need to ask ourselves, "Is mine worth catching?" 

Conscientious Courtesy. Continued on page 20. 



20 

 

Conscientious Courtesy. From page 19. 

So, what can we do to counteract and rectify misplaced courtesy and good manners, whether it’s us, a friend 
or family member or even someone we don’t know? I’m calling it the practice of Conscientious Courtesy. 
The antidote; the remedy. Allow me to present a series of typical dis-courteous behaviors and offer up an al-
ternative, a curative alternative. 

Rather than this behavior Replace with this behavior 

Letting the door slam on the person behind you Take the extra 3 seconds to hold the door open for 
the person entering behind you…and smile 

Loud and inappropriate use of cell phones in 
crowded environments 

Be cognizant of people in earshot of your call; move 
yourself to a quiet area; schedule calls when in pri-
vate; better yet, put phone on mute or vibrate and 
take call later when not in confined areas 

Showing up late to an event, work, or meeting When you are early, you are on time; when you are 
on time, you are late; when you are late, you’re 
FIRED. Calling in advance of tardiness is a common 
courtesy 

Wrapped up in our own problems that we aren’t 
even thinking enough outside of ourselves enough 
to be nice 

STOP and realize the world does not revolve around 
YOU; Some people look for a beautiful place, others 
make a place beautiful; 

Attitude is a choice. Happiness is a choice. Opti-
mism is a choice. Kindness is a choice. Giving is a 
choice. Respect is a choice. Whatever choice you 
make makes you. Choose wisely. 

Total lack of good manners in our personal inter-
actions 

Implement the forgotten lessons of courtesy and 
good manners taught to us by our parents or our 
teachers at school… say ‘please & thank you’; use 
‘you’re welcome’ & ‘excuse me’, both almost for-
gotten phrases; use ‘good morning’ & ‘have a good 
day’; remember ‘excuse me’; something as simple 
as ‘Hello!’; the smallest act of kindness is worth 
more than the grandest intention 

Abrupt; incivility Address people by their name…the sweetest sound 
to someone; educating kindness and courtesy isn’t 
just the job of teachers, but of each one of us; be-
come a positive example for others, particularly our 
children & grandchildren on how to live together, 
how to be courteous and how to conduct themselves 
considerately. Whenever someone treats you kindly, 
show your appreciation, express your gratitude. Re-
spond to rudeness with kindness…we become kind 
by being kind; recognize others with warm and sin-
cere praise; or simply walk away if you’re angry 

.Conscientious Courtesy. Continued on next page. 

http://www.marcandangel.com/2012/05/25/60-selfless-ways-to-pay-it-forward/
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Rather than this behavior Replace with this behavior 

Grumpy old man/woman out in public…or even a 
young person 

Regardless of their age, consider Random Acts of 
Kindness: compliment folks for any reason; offer to 
buy them coffee/soda; ‘may I carry your groceries to 
the car for you?’; when they cut you off in the 
church parking lot DON’T blast your horn; simply 
spread sunshine with your Smile; resist ‘flipping the 
bird’ when they cut you off at the intersection…just 
wave forgivingly; say ‘good morning’ to folks even 
when they don’t look up at you while walking 
past them on the sidewalks here in Ridgefield; a 
bad attitude is like a flat tire, you can’t get very far 
until you change it 

Engrossed in our own little world with no aware-
ness to the environment or situation around you 

LOOK UP! Pay attention to what is physically going 
on around you; give up your seat on the bus to the 
pregnant woman; invite the gentleman behind you 
with only 3 items to check-out ahead of you; give up 
your position and let someone over in traffic; say 
“Hello” to the Ridgefield walker or bike rider as 
they pass you; attitude is the mind’s paintbrush—it 
can color any situation 

.Conscientious Courtesy.  From page 20. 

In our society today, bad manners can be observed anytime, anywhere. However, we all have a choice not to 
participate in this mal behavior. We get to be the antidote to disrespect by being respectful. We can con-
sciously substitute curt and disagreeable customer service with Conscientious Courtesy by acting out polite 
behavior. Good manners are a learned behavior, and it requires conscientious practice and effort. Be a part of 
the movement to make courtesy the norm rather than the exception. Demand good behavior of yourself and 
your kids. Seemingly trivial acts can often become our most important acts. Practice courtesy in every en-
counter. Remember a smile is a curved line that can straighten out many problems and it improves your 
looks. Treat others with respect. Cherish your family and reinforce it with courte-
sy. Never underestimate the power of small, unexpected acts of kindness. Express 
good manners with positive emotions: excitement; laughter; joy; and astonish-
ment. 

Regardless of whether you know someone or not, it takes remarkably little effort 
to be courteous to others and because of your effort, that courtesy is likely to be 
reciprocated. Be the rainbow in someone else’s cloud. When you intentionally or 
unintentionally encounter someone, share your most contagious expression…
your smile. 

Let no one ever come to you without leaving better and happier. 
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WINDOW BLINDS 
 

 

LYNN WESTPHAL 

     “THE BLIND MAN” 
 

216-533-7876 
FREE MEASURING SERVICE 

FREE INSTALLATION ON EVERY BLIND !!! 
 

WE HAVE THE BEST PRICES AND SERVICE. 

WE BEAT ALL OTHER BLIND STORES PRICE …… 
 

WE WILL BRING OUR STORE TO YOUR DOOR, 

MEASURE FOR A PERFECT INSTALLATION 
AND A PERFECT COLOR MATCH IN YOUR HOME. 

 

1 BLIND OR A WHOLE HOUSE - FREE SHOP AT HOME SERVICE 
 

• WOOD / FAUX BLINDS  

• CELLULAR PLEATED SHADES 

• SILHOUETTE BLIND 

• VERTICAL BLINDS 

• THE NEW VERTICAL DRAPERY 

• ALUMINUM MINI BLINDS 

• PLANTATION SHUTTERS 

• SKY LIGHT CELL SHADES 

• SHEER WEAVE SOLAR SHADES 

• TOP DOWN/BOTTOM UP CELLULAR SHADES 

• ALLURE WINDOW SHADING 

 

   RE-STRING CELL SHADES AND REPAIR 

 

LYNN WESTPHAL, dba WESTPHAL ENTERPRISES 

 HAS BEEN SELLING WINDOW TREATMENTS FOR THE LAST 44 YEARS IN OHIO 

PLANTATION SHUTTERS 

 
We now sell the full line of Graber Shutters 

 
Starting at $ 39.00 a square foot  installed 
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RECIPE CORNER – Mary Anne Kohl 

 

If you know me, you know I like desserts! 
 

Apple Dump Cake 
 
1   tbsp butter cold     ½  cup lgt brown sugar tightly packed 
9   large Granny Smith apples    1   tsp cinnamon 
       peeled, cored, and diced     1   tsp apple pie spice 
¼  cup lemon juice     1   box yellow cake mix 
6   cup cold water     1   stick butter cold and sliced into pats 
½  cup sugar      ¼  cup butter melted 
 
Preheat oven to 350°. Spray a 9x13 baking dish with cooking spray.  Pour the 6 
cups of cold water into a large mixing bowl.  Add the ¼ cup of lemon juice to the cold water.  Place peeled, 
cored, and diced apples into the lemon water.  Using a colander, completely drain the diced apples.  Transfer 
the drained diced apples back into the same large mixing bowl.  Sprinkle the diced apples with the sugars, cin-
namon, and apple pie spice. Using a large spoon, toss the apples until well coated.  Pour the coated apples into 
the buttered 9x13 baking dish, making sure to spread the apples evenly.  Top the apples with the cake mix. 
Gently shake the pan to help distribute the cake mix.  Arrange the cold butter pats evenly on top of the dry 
cake mix.  Using a spoon, drizzle the melted butter between the butter pats.  Place the Apple Dump Cake in 
the oven, and bake for 50 minutes or until the top is golden brown. 
 

Apple Walnut Peach Crisp with Cinnamon Brown Sugar Crumble 
 

3     cups peeled, cored, and sliced Golden   ½   cup brown sugar 
                 Delicious apples     ¼   cup flower 
2     cups peeled, pitted, and sliced peaches   ½    tsp ground cinnamon 
4     Tbls sugar       ¼    cup butter 
½    cup old-fashioned oats     ¼    cup chopped walnuts 
 
Preheat oven to 375°F.  Grease a 2 quart baking dish.    In a bowl, toss together apples, peaches (canned if 
fresh are not available), and sugar.  Pour into baking dish.   In another bowl, combine oats, brown sugar, flour, 
and cinnamon.  Cut in butter until mixture is crumbly.  Mix in walnuts.  Sprinkle over fruit.  Bake for 30 
minutes, or until fruit is tender and topping is golden.  Serve warm. 
 
 

Easy No Bake Pumpkin Pie 
 
2      cups canned pumpkin (or pumpkin puree)  2   teas pumpkin pie spice 
1/2   cup sugar       1   teas nutmeg 
8 oz cream cheese softened     1   Tbls cinnamon 
2      8-oz containers of Cool Whip     1   sm. box instant vanilla pudding 
1      cup milk       2   pre-made crusts (9-inch crust) 
 
Bottom Layer: Mix together the cream cheese, sugar and one 8-ounce tub of whipped topping. Blend well 
with a hand mixer or a stand mixer. Fill your pre-made crusts with the bottom layer mix. 
Middle Layer: Mix together the pudding and milk and stir until thick. Add 2 cups of the canned pumpkin and 
mix. Add the pumpkin pie spice, nutmeg, and cinnamon. Stir until blended. Spread the pumpkin mixture on 
top of the cream cheese layer. 
Top Layer: Last, for the very top layer, spread the second 8-ounce container of whipped cream to top the pies 
off!  
Sprinkle the pie with some cinnamon or pumpkin pie spice just to top it off! 
Chill: Refrigerate for at least an hour before eating so pie has time to set completely.  
Can be kept in the fridge for up to 2 days.  (Be sure to cover) 
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Volunteers Needed for All Committees 

Feral Cat information is from:  
TNR Team 

Friendship APL 

8303 Murray Ridge Rd 

Elyria, OH 44035 

440-322-4321 Ext 224 

 
Friendship APL's TNR program is for residents of Lorain County.   We ask that you do the trapping yourself 

(if unable we will try to find you help but this could take time).   If you do not have a humane trap, we do rent 

them for a $30 deposit (cash or check only) that will be returned to you when you return the trap.   

** PLEASE DO NOT TRAP WHEN IT IS BELOW FREEZING!!  (32 DEGREES) Cats have been injured 

because the trap is metal and when wet and cold the skin on their toes and underside stick to the plate in the 

bottom. Sort of like a tongue on a flagpole ** 

TNR surgeries are done Monday, Tuesday and Thursday by appointment only.  Drop off times are the day be-

fore surgery from 11:00 am to 3:30. All ferals must be in a trap. 

Prices are as follows:  

$45 for a feral cat, 

If the cat is deemed friendly and not feral pricing is: 

$60 for a friendly stray male cat 

$70 for a friendly stray female cat.  (Up to $50 extra if the cat is pregnant.) 

Please do not place friendly cats in traps just to get TNR pricing. – If it is friendly, we will charge you the ex-

tra amount and it takes spots away from truly feral cats.  If you know the cat is friendly, please contact Al-

lysa@friendshipapl.org to see if they can schedule you a regular spay/neuter appointment.  Pricing includes an 

ear tip and rabies vaccine (no exceptions) 

If you want to schedule an appointment you can reach us (Kathy/Sue) at 440-322-4321 ext: 224.  

Or via email at TNR@friendshipapl.org 

My Mother taught me about hypocrisy “If I told you once I told you a million times! Don’t’ exaggerate.” 

********** 

You have a smile that could light up a whole psych ward 

********** 

Common sense is not a gift. It’s a punishment, because you have to deal with everyone who does not have it. 

mailto:TNR@friendshipapl.org
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One of the most important and valuable services I 
offer is advanced planning the ability to make your final 
arrangements now, before the need arises. There are 
many important advantages to consider. 

• Make your wishes known 

• Avoid Inflation and lock in prices 

• Spare your loved ones from stress  

• Give yourself Peace of Mind 

• Don't let anyone do this without you  

Call me to set up a time to receive information and be-
come educated on everything involved. You will re-
ceive a FREE booklet to record your wishes and avoid 
the heartache, confusion and overspending. 

Sue Mertus 
216-570-5218 

Community Service Advisor 
SUNSET MEMORIAL PARK 

www.sunsetmemorial.com  

Sunset Memorial Preplanning—A Smart Decision 

http://www.sunsetmernorial.com/
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Find Our Veterans.   Share Their Stories. 
The North Ridgeville Historical Society is collect-

ing all the North Ridgeville connected veterans’ 

stories from past to present. They have identified 

veterans back to the French and Indian War, the 

American Revolution and The War of 1812. And of 

course there were many during the Civil War and 

World War II. Some of those stories are singularly 

fascinating. But even the routine stories together 

form a fascinating collection. These are personal-

ized stories of events and sacrifices that won and 

preserved the freedoms we enjoy today. 

Even at one sheet per veteran, the binder collection 

is quickly growing. See them at the Old Town Hall 

Museum. Selected stories are sometimes included 

in theme exhibits. The collection is key to showing 

the human-side of history. Not just limiting historic 

events to leaders’ names, organizations and statis-

tics. 

Who’s included? Any veteran, or war worker, with 

any North Ridgeville connection may be in the col-

lection. If you wish to submit a story, check the 

Society’s Facebook page for examples. Or call 

Gene Kleinholz at 440-327-5873 for good times to 

come by the Museum. 

Are there veterans in your family? Past or pre-

sent. If they are North Ridgeville connected we 

would like to use their stories. If not North Ridge-

ville, please get their story together anyway. Still 

use the samples at our Museum as inspiration. Then 

share their story with your family and whomever 

else is appropriate. 

Are you a veteran? Is a friend or neighbor? You 

can submit your own story. Or someone else’s story 

with their permission. 

What material might be included? Photos of the 

subject (in uniform, if available), unit logos (actual, 

found online, or scanned) online photos of their unit 

in action, maps or battle diagrams, citations, letters 

from commanders, letters to/from family, tele-

grams, photos taken on  

Old Town Hall Museum open house is each last Sunday, 2-5 PM, Jan

-Nov  

duty, condensed information about their duties and 

out-of-service lives. Your family copy can include 

more. Only copies of treasured items should go into 

the binders, not originals.  

Do you cross paths with veterans? Thank them for 

their service and, if circumstances allow, ask a few 

simple questions, e.g. Which service? When? 

Where? Use no pressure. Then they are free to share 

as much or little as they wish. Sincerely appreciate 

out loud what they share. It’s a “Thank you” that 

softly encourages them to share more if they wish. 

When veterans’ stories taught me well: 

Germany, 1979: My wife and I signed up for an 

evening town tour. We were surprised to learn that 

it was presented in German. I was far short of flu-

ent. Two British couples on the tour acted as inter-

preters. We became close for the rest of the even-

ing. We learned the guys were World War II para-

troopers. All were on their way to a convention 

held every few years. The Brits socialized with the 

German paratroopers whom they had opposed. In 

peace, their paratrooper bonds surpassed the old na-

tional hostilities. 

Out of Elyria, Ohio, a few years ago: When the Na-

zis invaded Poland “Ian” Bajda was only 15. He 

became a Polish resistance fighter, mastering sev-

eral languages to make his escapes. For many dec-

ades he never told his stories. At one family dinner 

his first story came out. Ian’s action saga is now the 

acclaimed book Captured in Liberation by his son 

Andrew Bajda. Ian is a hero, as proudly recognized 

by Poland, still living in Elyria. 

Cincinnati, 2021: Walking through a hallway in a 

senior-living complex, I noted a veteran’s cap on a 

very spry guy starting to go to plant more plants. 
Sonny is a World War II vet. He was a young Navy 

underwater guy, a predecessor to the Navy Seals. 

On D-Day he clandestinely swam railroad ties onto 
Omaha Beach, for use by the Allied landers about to 

attack. 

 

By Alan Willoughby, August 2021  
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Local In Home Caregiver  
10 years experience 

Dependable      Trustworthy  

Call/text Abeer el Kawaneh 

(216)538-4938.      Works in Ridgefield 

Food Truck - October 

The Caribe Soul Food Truck will be here on Sunday 

October 3, 1:00 in the Rec. Center parking lot.  Ve-

gan, vegetarian food plus food for carnivores! will 

be available!  

 

Mark on your calendar. 

 

The menu will be posted on Nextdoor 

 when available.  
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The Voice of The “Nice” Customer 
By Ron Arndt 

 

Having been a practicing dentist for over twenty years, a second ca-
reer in the financial planning & investment world and then over six-
teen years in the professional business coaching world, I spent a lot 
of time on myself and with clients creating an environment where 
often the only way to distinguish the difference between health care 
providers, investment specialists, dog groomers or even transmis-
sion experts lies in one thing…what kind of a “service experi-
ence” did the ‘guest’ experience? As such, I would read the fol-

lowing three paragraphs regularly and remind my clients to do the same. 

 

I invite you to take the time to read it as well. 

 

You know me; I’m a nice person.  When I get lousy service, I never complain.  
I never kick.  I never criticize and I wouldn’t dream of making a scene. 

 

I’m one of those nice customers.  And I’ll tell you what else I am.  I’m the cus-
tomer who doesn’t come back.  I take whatever you hand out, because I know I’m 
not coming back.  I could tell you off and feel better, but, in the long run, it’s better 
just to leave quietly. 

 

You see, a nice customer like me, multiplied by others like me, can bring a 
business to its knees.  There are plenty of us.  When we get pushed far enough, we 
go to one of your competitors. 

 

Have you ever had LEGITIMATE less-than-positive service experiences? 
(Just being a nasty complainer doesn’t work) Now tell me, whom might you help 
by passing on this message to help them elevate their service experience for 
you? 

 

 



34 

 

“Why can’t a two wheeled bike stand be itself> Because it is two tired. 

Some things are better left unsaid. Which I generally realize right after I have said them.  

Never laugh at your wife’s choices. You are one of them. 
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NORTH RIDGEVILLE CHAMBER OF COMMERCE NEWS 

With the completion of Center Ridge Road this year, there has been a real sign of business growth and re-

newal in North Ridgeville. 

Our year started by nominating Heather Johnson and Northridge Health Care as our new Business of the 

Year for 2020/2021. 

We held a North Ridgeville Chamber of Commerce Board of Directors election for 2021 and an election of 

new officers. New board members: James Cain-Russell Realty and Joe Martin-LCCC Ridge Campus 

The North Ridgeville Chamber Board of Directors include: Chris Hibsman-KLT Insurance; Cathy Kingsley

-Big Frog Custom T-Shirts; Matt Nickels-Edward Jones; Christine Cirigliano-Fifth Third Bank; Bill Ken-

dall-Costin/Kendall; Georgia Awig-Mary Kay; Jackie Hudgens-First Federal Lakewood; Jason Jacobs-

O’Neill Healthcare; Robyn Ringwall-South of the Square Collision; Sara Markle-Fifth Third Bank; Roxann 

Ramsey-Caserio-North Ridgeville Schools; Andy Lembach-Virteom; Kevin Corcoran-Mayor North Ridge-

ville. 

The new officers for our board are Chris Hibsman-Chairman; Cathy Kingsley-First Vice Chair; Matt Nick-

els-Second Vice Chair; Bill Kendall-Treasurer; and Jackie Hudgens- Assistant Treasurer. 

Our Chamber Office has moved from Lorain Road location to the Green Quest Building behind Bistro 83 at 

36097 Westminister Avenue, North Ridgeville, Ohio 44039. Telephone is the same 440 327 3737. 

We held a successful Annual Garage Sale Days on June 9 in North Ridgeville. We had over 100 partici-

pants. Registration was held at Community Care Drive Through. 

Our 45th Anniversary was celebrated on June 17 at 8820 Pavilion with a grand party and lots of fun. 

We celebrated July 4 this year by selling light-up toys at Victory Park on July 3. 

Discover the Ridge was held on July 17, 2021 with over twenty open houses throughout North Ridgeville. 

The kick-off was at Danbury Senior Living. 

The Membership Committee held a Membership Blitz on August 3, 2021 and called upon over 100 North 

Ridgeville Businesses to give them information about our events and values. 

We maintained our booth at the Corn Festival on August 13-15 with our light-up toy sales with many volun-

teers. 

On October 7 we are celebrating our annual Oktoberfest at the North Ridgeville VFW at 5:30 pm with great 

German food, beer, and live entertainment 

HOLIDAY ON THE RIDGE is December 4, 2021 this year Please join us in our city-wide open houses and 

Christmas Craft Shows. 
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North Ridgeville Senior Center 
 

The Office for Older Adults resumed limited activities in mid August. Planned activities will begin the week 

of September 6th with the doors opening 30 minutes prior to the scheduled activity and closing immediately 

after.   

Normal business hours (Monday-Friday from 8:00 a.m. - 4:30 p.m.) will resume Wednesday, September 8, 

2021.   

 The Senior Center will be following all CDC, Ohio Department of Health and Lorain County Public Health 

guidelines.  At this time, the CDC recommends that all persons, vaccinated or unvaccinated, wear masks.  

 Reservations are required for ALL activities. To register or for general questions, please call the front desk 

at (440) 353-0828.  

Please join us in person for our Re-Opening Open House 

 Tuesday, Sept. 7th from 11:00 a.m. to 2:00 p.m. Open to the Public 

  

Adaptive Movement: 

Class session runs 9/27-11/8.  

Each 60 minute class we will explore various yoga type movements using props such as mats, 

chairs, blocks, and straps for support while cultivating mindful awareness of the breath and pro-

moting relaxation of the body, mind and spirit.  

Join us each Monday at 10:00 a.m., September 27-November 8th. $30 for the six-week session. 

Held at the Center. Bring a yoga mat to class. 

Must register in person. Cash or check made payable to NR Office for Older Adults. Registration 

closes 9/22/21 

Minimum of 5 participants to hold this class. No class on 10/11—Center Closed for Columbus 

Day 

  

Spaghetti Dinners are Back! 

September 24th, 2021 

 5-7 pm 

Sponsored by the N. Ridgeville Lions Club 

October 29, 2021 

5-7 pm 

Sponsored by VFW Post 9871 

 We welcome you all back to the Senior Center for the Spaghetti Dinner! Enjoy our famous meal of spaghet-

ti, sauce and meatballs, garlic bread and salad. Adults $7.00, Seniors $6.00 and Children 10 and under $4.00: 

dessert $1.00, pop $.50 extra and carry out is available. Pre-Sale tickets will be available beginning on Sep-

tember 8, 2020 at the Senior Center reception desk. 

A person who feels appreciated will always do more than what is expected. 
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North Ridgeville City Schools 

Dear Residents of Ridgefield, I could not contain my excitement to begin the 2021-2022 academic year. For 

the first time since 2019-2020, because of the COVID-19 pandemic, the North Ridgeville City Schools are 

back to school in person on a full-time basis. As we transitioned into the academic year, simply put, it is an 

exceptional time to be a Ranger. Over the summer, over 185 students enrolled and registration is still blossom-

ing. This has allowed NRCS to employ more teachers and certified staff members with excellent experiences 

as well as a commitment to the district’s mission, vision, and core values. Additionally, it has allowed the dis-

trict to expand upon the array of existing academic and extracurricular opportunities. Families are taking no-

tice and are moving to the city. This school year will be filled with memorable moments and I look forward to 

continuously updating you on the great happenings in the district through the Ridgefield newsletter. You can 

also see what is happening in our schools by visiting our website at www.nrcs.net, Facebook at North Ridge-

ville City Schools, and on Twitter and Instagram at nrcsrangers.  

Sincerely, Roxann Ramsey-Caserio North Ridgeville City Schools Superintendent  

When is “one of those days” going to be today? 

Musings by Ron Arndt 
  

1. When one door closes and another door opens, you are probably in prison. 

2. To me, "drink responsibly" means don't spill it. 

3. Age 60 might be the new 40, but 9:00 pm is the new midnight. 

4. It's the start of a brand-new day, and I'm off like a herd of turtles. 

5. The older I get, the earlier it gets late. 

6. When I say, "The other day," I could be referring to any time between yesterday and 15 years ago. 

7. I remember being able to get up without making sound effects. 

8. I had my patience tested. I'm negative. 

9. If you're sitting in public and a stranger takes the seat next to you, just stare straight ahead and say, "Did    
you bring the money?" 

10. When you ask me what I am doing today, and I say "nothing," it does not mean I am free. It means I am 
doing nothing. 

11. I run like the winded. 

12. I hate when a couple argues in public, and I missed the beginning and don't know whose side I'm on. 

13. When someone asks what I did over the weekend, I squint and ask, "Why, what did you hear?" 

14. I don't mean to interrupt people. I just randomly remember things and get really excited.  

15. When I ask for directions, please don't use words like "east." 

16. My luck is like a bald guy who just won a comb. 
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11 Things Kids Don't Learn In School 

Summarized by Ron Arndt 

For high school and college graduates, here is a list of 11 things they did not learn in school. In his book, 
Bill Gates talks about how feel-good, politically correct teachings created a full generation of kids with 
no concept of reality and how this concept set them up for failure in the real world. 

RULE 1: Life is not fair; get used to it. 

RULE 2: The world won't care about your self-esteem. The world will expect you to accomplish 
something BEFORE you feel good about yourself. 

RULE 3: You will NOT make $75,000 a year right out of high school. You won't be a vice president 
with a car phone, until you earn both. 

RULE 4: If you think your teacher is tough, wait till you get a boss. 

RULE 5: Flipping burgers is not beneath your dignity. Your Grandparents had a different word for 
burger flipping; they called it opportunity. 

RULE 6: If you mess up, it's not your parents' fault, so don't whine about your mistakes, learn from 
them. 

RULE 7: Before you were born, your parents weren't as boring as they are now. They got that way 
from paying your bills, cleaning your clothes and listening to you talk about how cool you are. So before 
you save the rain forest from the parasites of your parents' generation, try "delousing" the closet in your 
own room. 

RULE 8: Your school may have done away with winners and losers, but life has not. In some 
schools they have abolished failing grades; they'll give you as many times as you want to get the right 
answer. This doesn't bear the slightest resemblance to ANYTHING in real life. 

RULE 9: Life is not divided into semesters. You don't get summers off and very few employers are in-
terested in helping you find yourself. Do that on your own time. 

RULE 10: Television is NOT real life. In real life people actually have to leave the coffee shop and go to 
jobs. 

RULE 11: Be nice to nerds. Chances are you'll end up working for one. 

Be in the Newsletter  

News/Human Interest Items Wanted For the Newsletter: 

• If you have a relative or friend in the military 

• Wedding Anniversary 

• Recent retiree 

• If you get an award from work or an organization 

• If you get a degree  

• Vacation photos 

• Interesting neighbor 

• Do you volunteer? 

Contact  -  Norris Scott    440-655-1105 
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The Good Old Days 
by Karol Scott 

 
 Do you ever reminisce about your early childhood days and say "Gee, those were the good old days?" 
I certainly do. 

I grew up in a small town in western Pennsylvania in the 50's. I have an older sister, Rita, and a young-
er sister, Rhonda. My dad was thrilled when my baby brother, Ricky, finally came along. We lived in a small, 
two-bedroom walk-up apartment in the center of town directly above the corner hardware store. The apart-
ment beside ours was above the A&P grocery store where Rita was "privileged" to sweep floors. I was so jeal-
ous when she got "paid" with a Mounds candy bar! 

All the families I knew needed only one car, since most women didn't work outside the home and be-
cause most of our routine destinations were within walking distance. The exception was driving across town 
to my grandparents’ house about a half-mile away. Dad would often take a couple of us kids with him when 
he drove over to visit. He would leave us in the car by ourselves; the engine would be left running; then he'd 
go inside. We were always able to amuse ourselves. We had imaginary games or drew pictures on the foggy 
windows. (This was long before it was illegal to leave a child unattended in a car and before kids had video 
games.) 

I always enjoyed our visits there. They had a charming, wrap-around porch with two big swings, a 
chicken coop, a grape arbor, a large garden, and a spacious lawn. I remember being very cautious when run-
ning across their front lawn in our bare feet because of the multitude of honey bees feasting on the clover. 
(Now I wish the honey bees were still around.) 

Their home sat on a hill just across the road from the train station. My sisters and I delighted in roll-
ing down that hill, especially in the fall when we'd have a pile of leaves at the bottom. We loved watching 
the trains and counting the cars. Unfortunately our apartment offered none of these luxuries. All it had 
were sidewalks. 

My grandparents also had a tv and a telephone, amenities that were non-existent at home. We were oc-
casionally allowed to watch a movie on their tv, notably "The Wizard of Oz," which aired annually in the ear-
ly evenings soon after dinner. It was exciting to see the black and white scenes transforming to color. Regret-
tably, we never experienced the entire movie. Supposedly, my parents wanted to get us home for our normal 
bedtime routines. (To this day, I can't tell you the ending of that story!) 

All through our childhoods we didn't have many toys. My sisters and I played mostly with paper dolls 
and our baby dolls. We each had one doll that we dressed in home-made dresses that my Mom sewed on her 
Treadle sewing machine. My doll was the "Drink and Wet" doll, a small, soft rubber, bald baby with beautiful 
blue eyes. Rita owned "Betsy Wetsy" and Rhonda had "Wanda the Walking Doll". Wanda was an unrealistic-
looking hard plastic, non-cuddly doll with nylon, platinum blond hair, unbendable knees, and rollers on the 
bottoms of her shoes. 

Although we had few toys, we created fun by jumping rope, playing hop-
scotch, jacks, Old Maid, and "dressing up." We had a friend, Mary Jean, who lived 
close-by in a real house. I remember her little playhouse in their back yard that her 
dad, Cecil, built. We spent hours dressing in our mothers' dresses, hats, gloves, and 
high-heeled shoes, pretending we were sophisticated church ladies. 

Mary Jean's house was just across the alley from the blacksmith's shop. I was 
intrigued when I saw a horse and buggy there. Hammering could be heard, and 
sparks would fly while the Amish waited for his horse to get new shoes. 

Continued on next page.  
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We also enjoyed our assortment of books, even at a very early age. Our Mom read to us every even-
ing before bedtime, mostly from the Mother Goose Nursery Rhymes or from The Golden Books. "Little 
Black Sambo" was my hero. I remember the pictures of tigers racing around a tree until they melted into a 
puddle, then later turning into pancakes. (This may explain why pancakes became my favorite breakfast at 
that time.) 

 I can still recite many of those nursery rhymes, some of which have since been condemned for their 
racial slurs, political incorrectness, or offensive wording. A few of my most memorable rhymes that have been 
criticized for corrupting children's minds are: "Baa Baa Black Sheep", "Rock-a Bye Baby", "Humpty Dump-
ty", "Three Blind Mice", "Georgie Porgy", "It's Raining, It's Pouring", and the infamous "Ring Around the Ro-
sie". Some suggest that its lyrics are referring to death in the Great Plague of London. (As an innocent child, I 
never analyzed any negative interpretations of these rhymes. To me they merely represented memories of 
snuggling with my Mom at bedtime, and feeling the calming sing-song effect of their lyrics ...Yes, those were 
the Good Old Days.) 

By the time I was almost six years old, I was looking forward to going to school. A small pox vac-
cination was required for admission. (Remember that round scar on the upper arm?) Getting that vaccina-
tion was probably my first doctor's visit (no appointment, just first-come, first served.) If we came down 
with a contagious disease like measles or chicken pox, we were treated at home. If we suffered a burn or 
minor cut we used Mercurochrome, which contained mercury! (which was removed in 1998.)  If we com-
plained of not feeling well, Mom's motto was always, "Go to bed. You'll feel better in the morning." Fortu-
nately, she was always right!.. or... we were just lucky to be extremely healthy.  

We ate simple, nutritious meals at home with my family. . .lots of vegetables from Grandpa's gar-
den, and fresh eggs and chicken from their chicken coop. Mom also canned a variety of fruits and vegeta-
bles. Much of my childhood, I drank only fresh "raw" milk (milk that is Unpasteurized and Unhomoge-
nized) which we bought from a nearby farmer, Mr. Paxton. 

We never "ate out" unless it was a Sunday or holiday dinner at my grandparents. It was a real ex-
travagance when we would make an occasional stop at Dairy Queen during our Sunday afternoon rides. 
Rhonda and I would get to "share" a chocolate milkshake. 

On our birthdays, we were honored at home with Mom's home-made (not from a 
box) devil's food cake and with Isaly's ice cream. (I don't remember any gifts.) The 
only time most of us in town expected parties and presents was when we turned six 
and twelve. A few children would attend. There would be balloons and games, like 
"Pin the Tail on the Donkey". (Now even one-year-olds are showered with parties 
and gifts! Some parents even go to great expense to hire entertainment for a large 
group at a special party venue.) 

  

I can still remember going to the 6th birthday party at Polly's, a friend I met in Sunday School. Even 
though I was only five years old, my parents trusted that I could safely walk “by myself” to Polly's, necessitat-
ing crossing two streets and walking over a bridge. (My, how things have changed!) 

 
     
Continued on next page. 
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My early school years were especially memorable. I went to a two-room school house, the first and 
second graders in one room and the third and fourth graders in the other. My first grade teacher was Miss Cor-
al, but at the time I always thought her name was Miss Squirrel. She was pretty, had red hair, and wore 
chunky, block-heeled, tie shoes. I disliked the mundane tasks of the first grade and remember longingly ob-
serving the second grade's activities. (I could hardly wait to turn seven, when I could be in the second grade!)  

Our school building was old; its first grade room had floors that slanted downward from front to back. 
Louie sat in the second row and still wet his pants! I was fascinated when an occasional puddle would appear 
under his desk and a thin stream would flow to the back of the room. 

One of our important classes in grade school was Penmanship. Miss Coral and Miss Brosious, my third 
grade teacher, were perfectionists in this subject. Miss Brosious 
made every effort to ensure that her entire class was right-handed. 
Michael was the only left-handed student; she was determined to 
convert him to a right-hander. She used whatever means she felt 
necessary to humiliate him and to make him feel abnormal. Poor 
Michael got numerous whacks with the edge of her ruler when he 
forgot. By the time we were learning cursive, Michael's right-handed writing was a mess. (It's interesting that 
it's now quite acceptable to be a "lefty". Ten percent of our population are "lefties" and at least eight of our 
presidents were left-handed. Furthermore, cursive is on the decline; some schools don't even teach it!)  

In general, discipline never seemed to be an issue in my school. Chewing gum was forbidden. Speak-
ing without raising your hand was also frowned on. If a more serious offense was committed, one could ex-
pect the big, thick paddle up at the teacher's desk. 

Ben was the kid most likely to be the victim of this punishment. One of his pranks that was most 
memorable involved our ink wells, which sat in the upper right corner of our desks. Charlotte sat in front of 
Ben; she had beautiful long, blond braids. Ben was delighted when he was able to stealthily dip the end of 
Charlotte's braid into the blue ink. He thought it was pretty funny until Miss Brosious found out and he had 
to endure her paddling! (Can you imagine that happening today?) 

Actually, I always thought school was a lot of fun! We knew everyone in the school, made friends, and 
got an abundance of exercise. We played outside four times almost every day: as soon as we got to school in 
the morning (We always walked by ourselves), mid-way into the morning, right after we got back from lunch 
(We walked home for lunch); and again in the afternoon. 

The merry-go-round was one of my favorites playground activities. We would pile as many kids onto 
this ride as we could, then the stronger boys would push us around as 
fast as they could. I'll never forget the afternoon that Billy decided to 
lean over the side while we were spinning, and tragically scraped the 
scalp on his head. Lots of blood and excitement! Quite an impressive 
incident! (Perhaps this might explain why I later wanted to be a 
nurse.) 

Almost as much fun as the merry-go-round, I loved playing in the 
snow in the wintertime. Miss Coral was always so patient with us as 
we struggled into our coats, hats, boots, and mittens. All that effort, 
just to run around outside, get covered with snow, then come back in 

and painstakingly remove all the garments that we had put on. I can still recall the aroma of wet wool and 
the sizzle of our mittens as they lay lined up on the hot, metal grates of the steam radiator. 

 These are just a few of the unforgettable memories of my early childhood. Compared to today, people 
might think I was deprived or underprivileged. Definitely not  "I was happy….. I was content….. and I 
thrived..... Yes, those really were "The Good Old Days." 
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11/30/2021

 

Expires 11/30/2021 

 

There is no job too big or too small 

Can You Hear That? 

A man decides his wife was getting hard of hearing. 
He called her doctor to make an appointment to have 
her hearing checked. 

The doctor said he could see her in two weeks, and in 
the meanwhile, there is a simple, informal test the hus-
band could do to give the doctor some idea of the di-
mensions of the problem. 

“Here is what you do. Start about 40 feet away from 
her, and speak in a normal conversational tone and see 
if she hears you. If not, go to 30 feet, then 20 feet, and 
so on until you get a response.” 

So that evening she is in the kitchen cooking dinner, 
and he is in the living room, and he says to himself. 
“I’m about 40 feet away, let’s see what happens.” 

“Honey, what’s for supper?” No response. 

So he moves to the other end of the room, about 30 ft 
away. “Honey, what’s for supper?” No response. 

So he moves into the dinning room, about 20 feet 
away. “Honey, what’s for supper?” No response. Then 
to the kitchen door, only 10 feet away. “Honey, what’s 
for supper.” No response. 

So he walks right up behind her. “Honey what’s for 
supper?” 

“For the 5th time. CHICKEN!” 
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BEFORE YOU START 
 

ATTENTION  RHA  MEMBERS 
 

BEFORE you start any construction project, such as: exterior painting, fences, decks, room additions, etc., 

you MUST submit your plans to the Architectural Review Committee for approval.  

This is a requirement under the Covenants and Restrictions of the Ridgefield Homeowners Association.  Doc-

uments (detailed plans) may be dropped off at the Rec. Center. A building permit may also be required. 

North Ridgeville Firefighter for 36 years—Retired  

 

OPEN: 

Wed. to Sat. 

11:00 - 5:00 pm 

Sun. 

12:00 - 4:00 pm 

Be in the Newsletter  

News/Human Interest Items Wanted For the Newsletter: 

• If you have a relative or friend in the military 

• Wedding Anniversary 

• Recent retiree 

• If you get an award from work or an organization 

• If you get a degree  

• Vacation photos 

• Interesting neighbor 

• Do you volunteer? 

Contact  -  Norris Scott    440-655-1105 
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911 Attacks Remembered and Reexamined 

For those of us old enough, our memories of 

September 11, 2001 are still vivid these twenty 

years later. And we wish to never forget. But 

what about the younger generations? Can they 

ever feel these tragedies? Can they ever fathom 

how they changed our world? Can they learn 

how these past events apply to their future? 

The morning weather of September 11, 2001 

was lovely. I headed across town for another 

Tuesday with my two grandsons, aged 3 and 2. 

Our daughter would spend the day with their 

new sister, only nine days old. On route there I 

heard the news bulletin of a plane crashing into 

the World Trade Center. I wondered why? When 

the second plane hit the second tower, I had no 

doubt this was war! 

The old New York City skyline was a familiar 

sight to me. From my boyhood New Jersey 

home it was just a few blocks walk up to Ridge 

Road for a view. Across the Meadowlands, and 

over the string of towns along the Hudson River 

was NY City, prettier from afar (in my mind) 

than up close. The Trade Towers were added 

after I moved away. But on visits back, they too 

became familiar. All the 911 broadcast images 

of towers ablaze, and towers collapsing hit close 

to home, literally. 

Another hijacked plane struck the Pentagon. I 

had not been stationed there. But in my 22 Air 

Force years I had been there. And I was not sure 

if I knew any of the casualties. Nobody I knew 

was hurt. But I could not know that yet. 

The boys and I roamed the Shaker Nature Cen-

ter, as originally planned. They were too young 

to sit by a TV to watch these events unfold. Eve-

ry so often I would pop my head into the office 

for a quick update. Just as it was for everyone 

else, there was no sense of normalcy to be 

found. 

My wife Janet was a patient advocate at St. Vin-

cent’s Hospital in downtown Cleveland. When the 

Towers were hit, a TV was brought near her of-

fice. As things worsened, she went with many oth-

ers to the hospital chapel to pray. They were told 

of one aircraft, headed toward Cleveland, refusing 

to land. All were to remain at the hospital. That 

plane was United Flight 93 It was also being hi-

jacked. In the hands of the hijackers it turned and 

headed east. Was its target our Capital building? 

Non-essential staff were released. Her drive home 

was eerie and frightening, with no air traffic 

around Hopkins Airport. It truly felt like we were 

at war. 

Flight 93 took off late. The big 757 had only 37 

passengers (capacity 182) and 7 crew. It was 

fueled for cross-country. So the passengers had 

enough time and messages to know what was hap-

pening in New York and at the Pentagon. When 

their plane turned they knew that it too was being 

flown by hijackers, and on a suicide course, proba-

bly to the capital. They decided to take their plane 

back. Their brave, bold action statement was Todd 

Beamer’s “Let’s roll!” 

Flight 93 passengers overtook the hijackers; but 

could not control the plane. It buried itself very 

deep in the soft backfill ground that was once a 

coal mine. They died, saving uncountable lives. 

Can younger people feel the 911 tragedies if 

they were not personally affected?   In 2008 we 

took Audrey, our oldest granddaughter, to New 

York City, to see the sites and our son’s gradua-

tion from NYC Leadership Academy for school 

principals. We saw a lot, including the Twin Tow-

ers area. On the way back to Ohio, we overnighted 

in PA to visit the Flight 93 site. Many mementos 

showed their awesome story. But the site was not 

yet our Park Service’s fully developed Flight 93 

National Memorial. 
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On 911, 2020 Janet texted our granddaughter 

Audrey: “Hi Audrey, we are watching the remem-

brances of 9/11/01 and the program at Shanks-

ville, PA, Flight 93. Do you remember going there 

with us on our way home from NY? 2008, you 

were 11.” 

Audrey replied: “I do remember!! I remember just 

feeling very creepy and like heavy if that makes 

sense? Remember the lady we met on the subway 

who said she worked on the 82nd floor of the first 

tower, but she had a workshop that day. I think 

about that every year.” 

Janet followed: “WOW! I had forgotten about that 

lady and am glad you brought that back to my 

mind. I understand how you felt and it makes per-

fect sense. Keep safe.” 

Were the 911 tragedies predictable?        And 

were these tragedies preventable? 

From my military perspective, I say YES to both 

questions. An obvious yes to predictable. And a 

highly probable yes to preventable. 

In 1993, radical Muslims set off a huge car bomb 

in The World Trade Center basement. It killed six 

and injured over 1000. But it failed in its goal of 

getting one tower to topple over and take down 

the other. A 700-agent FBI task force nabbed six 

of the 7 in that terror cell, and learned of others 

and their other targets. There was zero doubt, 

well ahead of 2001, that the World Trade Cen-

ter was a prime target. 

But the Administration’s follow-on actions were 

not strong or thorough enough. If avowed mortal 

enemies fail, why would anyone assume that they 

were only few or will remain inept? 

And what were terrorists accustomed to doing? 

Over the earlier decades aircraft hijackings were 

frequent. And suicide bombings were a ticket to 

heaven for the radicals. Not much thinking was 

required to envision terrorists putting those two 

techniques together. 

What made the Towers vulnerable? The Towers 

had advanced construction. They used mostly con-

crete, steel, aluminum and glass; no masonry. They 

were made to tolerate plane crashes. So the ter-

rorists added lots of fire! They chose large planes 

with lots of fuel. The heat weakened the steel, caus-

ing whatever floor they hit to collapse. This collapse 

released the potential energy stored in the height 

and mass of material in that ceiling and the floors 

above it. From there on down it was a domino effect! 

Each collapsing floor crunching the one below it 

with greater and greater energy. 

In essence, the terrorists used the energy put into 

each building to raise it. It became a means to de-

molish them. The terrorists grew wiser and better 

prepared during the 1990’s. While the U.S. leader-

ship had stayed complacent. To add insult to evil, the 

terrorists flight trained in the U. S. as well as abroad. 

Our FBI already knew who flew and who was con-

nected to terrorist plots, including blowing up U.S. 

airliners and crashing a suicide plane into CIA head-

quarters. Our 1990’s strategy seemed to be “When 

they do it, then we’ll be sure what they are up to.” 

Nuclear vulnerability and survivability were my Air 

Force specialty for ten years. From the late 1960’s 

on we had a process we applied to each system dur-

ing development, to achieve mission assurance. We 

examined each threat separately, to determine all 

necessary countermeasures. There is no reason this 

process could not have been used, retroactively, once 

the World Trade Center became a known target. No 

excuse. 

What should we do from now on?   Share the 911 

remembrances with all your family! And realize 

that our radical enemies are still plotting. It’s good 

sense. This is not an anti-Muslim attitude. Peace-

loving Muslims are the most frequent victims of rad-

ical individuals and regimes. The radicals use chil-

dren as human shields and treat women worse than 

cattle. 

© August 2021 by Alan Willoughby  
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Covenants & Code of Regulations Points to Know 
 

In an effort to better communicate, prevent problems, and give current and potential new residents of 
Ridgefield important information, the following list of key abbreviated points has been extracted from our 
Declaration of Covenants, Restrictions, & Easements document.  By and large these are the handful of 
issues that routinely surface for clarification, emphasis, and enforcement. 

Any change to the exterior of a Living Unit requires the submission and approval of an Architectural 
Review.  

Request a form (available at the Rec. Center) to obtain approval for changes, including but not limited 
to: fencing, roof & siding color, additions, pergolas, gazebos, free-standing structures, etc. 

Owner has the duty to maintain their property and all Common Properties adjacent to the Owner’s lot 
including the caring for trees, shrubs, and grass. 

Annual assessment (currently $500/yr.) is due by January 15 of each year. 

      Parking of a commercial vehicle, motorcycle, trailer, snowmobile, ATV, boat, mobile home, or RV 
overnight is not permitted. 

Trash barrels are to be stored from public view. 

Signage is strictly regulated. 

The Board of Directors has the authority to enforce covenants. 

Full copies of the Revised Covenants, Code of Regulations, and rules are available at the RHA office at 
the Rec. Center or on line at www.ridgefieldnr.com. 

City of North Ridgeville Contact Numbers 

Auditor    353-0851 

Building Dept.   353-0822 

Clerk of Council   353-1508 

Law Director    353-0848 

Mayors Court   353-0821 

Mayor's Office   353-0811 

Parks & Recreation   353-0860 

Safety Service Director   353-0812 

Senior Center   353-0828 

Service Department   353-0814 

Treasurer    353-0854 

Utilities    353-0841 

POLICE (non emergency)   327-2191  

FIRE (non emergency)  327-5311 

 

Website: http://www.nridgeville.org/ 
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 Happy Birthday University Partnership! 

This fall, we are proud to celebrate 25 years of Lorain County Commu-

nity College’s University Partnership (UP) program. 

 

That’s 25 years of partnering with 14 colleges and universities to deliv-

er more than 100 bachelor’s and master’s degrees. 

 

25 years of value to the citizens of Lorain County, with an average sav-

ings of $74,000 compared to traditional four-year colleges. 

 

25 years of quality education delivered on the LCCC Elyria campus – 

whether in-person or virtually – with on-campus university partners 

providing the faculty and curriculum for all UP courses. 

 

And, 25 years of graduates who receive degrees that fulfill Lorain 

County’s need for an employed workforce.  

Over the past seven years, the number of Lorain County students enrolled in the UP programs has 

increased by 52%, with 365 graduates receiving their UP degrees in our 2021 LCCC Commence-

ment.  

 

Of that 2021 Commencement number, 26 graduates were residents of North Ridgeville, with 420 

total North Ridgeville University Partnership graduates since the UP’s first graduating class in 

1998. 

 

The University Center building, which opened on October 22, 1998, houses the University Partner-

ship, the university partners’ offices, classrooms, computer labs and interactive video distance-

learning classrooms. Students have access to all LCCC has to offer, including our state-of-the-art 

computer labs, Bass Library, fitness center, bookstore, and more. They can even take advantage of 

the LCCC Academic Support Center for tutoring needs or other resources. In addition, students 

who face unexpected challenges can turn to our Advocacy and Resource Center (ARC) for help in 

accessing food, counseling, financial, and other resources and support, so they can spend less time 

worrying and more time focusing on their future. 

 

Help us celebrate this momentous anniversary! To schedule a presentation for your group, contact 

Jennifer Judkins at jjudkins@lorainccc.edu or 440-366-7599. To learn more about our University 

Partnership Program, visit https://www.lorainccc.edu/up.  

mailto:jjudkins@lorainccc.edu
https://www.lorainccc.edu/up
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Neighbors, One good thing about summer is that Fall comes next!! 
 

What do you think of our food trucks this summer? 

As of the end of August, we have had 16 Food Trucks visit Ridgefield. 

Turnout had been extremely good in the beginning of summer with 

trucks selling out, but now it seems people are not as excited!! Some 

trucks are experiencing staffing problems and cancel if they do not have 

enough help. I would like to hear your thoughts on Food Trucks and if 

you would like this to continue for next summer? 

Food Trucks are scheduled until the end of October.  

 

 

Concerts anyone? 

Ridgefield’s first concert of the summer, Kristine Jackson, held on the rec lawn was fantastic! Perfect weath-

er- perfect night! 150+ in attendance, plus Smokin Rock n Roll Food 

Truck was maxed out in orders!! Great time! Those in attendance were 

very generous in tips. Kristine says thank you and she enjoyed all of us 

attending. Due to her busy schedule, she will not return this year. Hopeful-

ly next year she will return. 

The second concert was held in the pool pavilion to keep the sun and heat 

off of the four musicians, called 1957. It was pretty cool to be relaxing in 

the pool while listening to music of the 50’s, 60’s, waltzes, and much 

more. The musicians were from Lorain and North Ridgeville. Ridgefield 

was their first concert after COVID!! I thought they did very well. They 

would like to come out again, probably this fall. What do you think about 

that? 

The third concert of the summer has already come and gone. September 4, 

5:30-7:00, was Rachel Brown, a good friend of Kristine Jackson, who per-

formed for us in the first concert. RHA does not pay any of these musi-

cians to come and perform for us. That is why it is a free will offering/

TIPS. Continue to be generous to our performers so they will want to return to Ridgefield. 

 

Anyone ready for exercise classes? 

Yoga with Danielle was the beginning of our classes since COVID hit! Session 1 was one time a week, on 

Tuesdays, for 6 weeks, costing $25.00 per person.  

 Tuesdays 4:15-5:15 – averaging 14 people per class  

 Tuesdays 5:35-6:35 – averaging 11 people per class 

 Last class was Tuesday, August 17, with one makeup 

 class on August 24. 

 

If there is enough interest, there will be a Second Session of 

Yoga with Danielle, on THURSDAYS. Again, we have two 

different time slots to choose from: 4:30-5:30 or 5:45–6:45 

pm. Class dates are Aug 26, Sept. 2, 9, 16, 23, 30. Cost is 

$25.00 for the 6 week session. You may pay at the rec desk 

with cash or check made out to RHA. 
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Who enjoyed water aerobics? I know I did! Did we want to see it end? NO!  

 

Water Aerobics by Kristie, from Lorain County Community College (LCCC) was totally fun! Cost was $25.00 

for 3 weeks Tues/Thurs-1-1:45 and 2-2:45. Makeup class was July 29. The classes were full, fun, challenging, 

and enjoyable. Kristie has promised to pencil us in next summer.  

 

Do you know what BBNGO stands for? Brains Balance and Never Grow Old!! 

 

Paul O’Donahue is an Instructor from LCCC who will be returning to teach this fantastic, yet fun class. His 

wife comes along to help with poses/exercises. This class helps improve one’s strength, agility, balance, cogni-

tion, and much more. 

$25.00 for 4 classes -Thursdays -Sept 2, 9, 16 and Friday Oct 1. Time - 9-10:00 am 

The class will continue if enough interest with a designated day of the week and time. Look on Nextdoor or the 

Rec bulletin board for updates. 
 

Did you know that there is a $6.00 drop in rate for anyone who would like to ‘try out’ a  class before signing 

up for the whole session or if you want to come only a few times to class. Sign up the day of the class at the 

Rec Desk. Pay $6.00 and make sure you have your waivers filled out. Staff will verify your waivers for you. 
   

Did you hear someone say BINGO?  

The Northridge Health Center, 35990 Westminister Ave, North Ridge-

ville, will be hosting two BINGO nights here at Ridgefield. The dates 

are Friday, September 24 and Friday, October 22. 7-9 pm. Doors open 

6:30 pm. There is no cost. Just come and bring a friend or two or 

three, neighbors or family members. It will be a good time with 10 

Bingo games, great prizes. Bring your own snacks and drinks. Light 

refreshments will be provided. Bring a smile and join us. Keep updated at rec center or on Nextdoor.  

 

Did you eat your vegetables?  
  

The summer produce pick up was sponsored by the North Ridgeville Heart and Sole Consortium, which is a 

community collaborative that strives to increase access to physical activity and healthy foods. North Ridgeville 

Heart and Sole Produce Pick up was held August 3 - September 11. Pick up locations were at the North Ridge-

ville Public Library on Tuesdays and at Sandy Ridge Metro Park on Saturday mornings. The program ran for 6 

weeks The cost was $10.00 per week. Look for this healthy choice of foods next summer. For more infor-

mation visit facebook.com/nrheartandsole/ 

 

   ********************** 

Possible Upcoming Events…Share your thoughts with me ..rharec8701@gmail.com 

*Tai Chi classes 

*Line Dancing- visit ‘The 8820’ on Bender Road in North Ridgeville for line dancing night 

*Lorain County Public Health Presentations topics: 

Health trends in Lorain County 

The history of public health in Lorain County 

Health and the natural environment 

The COVID-19 pandemic in Lorain County 

Growing up Healthy in Lorain County 

Minimum group size is 15. Presentations may last 5-7, 15, or 30 minutes. Presentations may be virtual or in 

person. 
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Newsletter Publisher Information 

The Ridgefield Developments Newsletter 

is published quarterly by the Communications 
Committee of the Ridgefield Homeowners 
Association to provide its members with 
neighborhood information and to promote social and 
other events in an effort to enhance the quality of life 
within our community.   

Submissions for publication become the exclusive 
property of Ridgefield Developments Newsletter.   

We reserve the right to shorten or edit materials 
submitted for publication.   

Article and ad placement is at the discretion of the 
editor. 

Opinions expressed in Ridgefield Developments 
Newsletter are not necessarily those of the Editor, 
Ridgefield Homeowners Association (RHA), its 
Officers or Directors, Bob Schmitt Homes, Inc. or 
any of its advertisers.  

Ridgefield Homeowners Association does not 
endorse any advertiser. 

Printed by Maximum Graphix, Inc. 

Newsletter Committee  
Editor:    Norris Scott  440-655-1105        

scott4399@hotmail.com 

Food Editor: Mary Anne Kohl  440-731-3229  

Writers: Ron Arndt,  Mary Anne Kohl,  Alan Willoughby, 

and Karol Scott 

Article Co-Ordinator: Georgia Awig 

Ad sales: Gary Holbrook, Norris Scott 

Photographer: David Sands 

Proof Readers: Mary Anne Kohl, Gary Holbrook,  

             Karol Scott, Ralph Kearnes,  

  Rita Rutherford, Georgia Awig, 

Wanted: Writers for newsletter articles 

  Ad sales person, Ideas for articles 
 

  Contact Norris Scott. 

Please support our newsletter advertisers. Without 

advertisers we would not have a newsletter.  

Website 
ridgefieldnr.com 

 

Visit our web site to find copies of this Newsletter, past 
copies, director meeting minutes, copy of our rules and 
covenants, forms, Pool, Fitness Room and Activity Room 
rules, contact information for our directors, committee 
information and a current calendar with all Ridgefield 
activities and meetings, including descriptions and contact 
information.   

New to Ridgefield?  Simply click on the website and in 
the upper right corner click on "register" and follow the 
prompts.  Your information is sent to the administrator to 
confirm your account and you will get a response quickly.  
Or contact John Kolb 440-748-1568 for additional help. 

Have you been in Ridgefield for years but never gone on 
the web site?  You already are a "registered" user.  When 
we created the new web site in 2014/2015 we pre-
registered all existing residents.  

Newsletter Ad Rates 
 

   Ad Size              1 Issue      2 Issues        4 Issues 

Business Card       $25.00        $40.00          $60.00   

1/4 Page                $35.00        $60.00          $90.00  

1/2 Page                $60.00      $100.00        $160.00   

Full Page              $100.00     $190.00        $300.00 

Inserts       $135.00     $260.00        $440.00 
         

Ad Rates subject to change without notice.  
 

To advertise: Please contact Norris Scott at:  

  440-655-1105 

Send your advertising graphics (.jpg or .pdf) to 
Norris Scott editor, as an email attachment to 

scott4399@hotmail.com. 
 

Make checks Payable to Ridgefield Homeowners  

Association or RHA. 

Payments may be dropped off or mailed to:  

 Norris Scott 

 8976 Riverwood Drive 

 North Ridgeville, Oh 44039  
 

Ad placement is at the discretion of the editor. 

Advertisers are encouraged to offer a coupon or a 
discount to the newsletter readers. 

 

Deadlines: February 15, May 15, August 15, and       
       November 15. 

Advertisers 

Our advertisers deserve your patronage. When you shop 

with or utilize an advertiser’s services, be sure to let them 

know that you saw their ad in “Ridgefield Developments 

Newsletter” 

If you use a business that does not advertise in the newslet-

ter, please mention our newsletter. 

mailto:as_rhoa@neohio.twcbc.com
mailto:scott4399@hotmail.com
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RECREATION CENTER 

INFORMATION 

8700 Gatewood Drive 

Director Rita Rutherford 

Chair Margaret Brooks-Terry 

Manager John Kolb 

Asst Manager Marie Farrell 

Staff Tanora Whitfield Pat Chabot 

  Glenna Greenwald Gene Flach 

  Linda Summerset   

PLEASE NOTIFY THE REC CENTER OFFICE 

If you change your telephone number or email, 

we need to update our directory.  

If you sell or rent your home, we need the name 

of the new owner or renter for our records. 

The directory is NOT available for purchase. The 

information is for the business of the Homeown-

ers Association ONLY 

 

FITNESS ROOM RULES 

• Street shoes are not permitted. Carry in your 
clean, closed-toe athletic shoes. 

• 30-minute limit on equipment if someone is 
waiting for the machine you are using. 

• Spray a paper towel with sanitizer and wipe 
down equipment immediately after use. 

• Residents must have a signed waiver on file. 

 

 

 

DONATE BOOKS AND GLASSES 

We appreciate donations of gently used hardbound 

and paperback books for our library.  

Please drop off your unwanted eye glasses and hear-

ing aids in the “Lions Recycle for Sight” collection 

box at the Rec Center. 

 

ACTIVITY ROOM RENTAL FEES 

The Activity Room rental fee schedule is:  

 $195 for 1—74 people 

 $275 for 75—124 people 

 $355 for over 125 people 

The Security Deposit for any rental is $250.  

To schedule a function, contact the Rec Center to 

see if that date is available. 

 

 

 

Effective on September 7th: 

 

REC CENTER HOURS 

4

4

0-

7

4

8-

1

5

6

8 

Sunday 1:00 PM — 5:00 PM 

Monday 7:00 AM — 7:00 PM 

Tuesday Closed 

Wednesday 7:00 AM — 7:00 PM 

Thursday Closed 

Friday 7:00 AM — 7:00 PM 

Saturday 1:00 PM — 5:00 PM 

POOL CLOSED 
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Saturday – Sept 4 
5:30 – 7:00pm 

FREE summertime concert 
Outside on the front lawn of our Ridgefield Rec Center 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Rachel Brown 
Rachel’s outstanding vocals and keyboard 
talents are showcased in her performance 
of great blues, country and roots music!  
 

She’s opened for: 

- Clint Black 

- Toby Keith 

- Loretta Lynn 

- Willie Nelson 

- Ricky Scaggs 

- Mary Chapin Carpenter 

- And Many more… 
 

The Bop Stop - “Americana music of today that seems like it could come from a time when 
milk came in glass bottles and doctors still made house calls” 
 
Jay Minkin -  “The diversity and range found on a Rachel Brown record defines her as a 
true artist with a pallet to paint an American songbook”  
 
Cleveland Scene magazine -  “She’s got a big, beautiful voice and arrangements that 
accentuate it perfectly.  Her performance would hold it’s own going up against any big-
budget production out of Nashville”  
 

You don’t want to miss this show!!!  If you enjoyed our first 
concert, then this is one is sure to please…...guaranteed.  This is a 
great way to celebrate the Labor Day holiday as we bring summer 
to an end. 
 
 

TIPS accepted & CDs available for purchase. 
This performance is no cost to our HOA so feel 
free to show your gratitude since the COVID 
pandemic has challenged all musicians. 

Check out her website at www.RachelBPS.com 

* Bring your lawn chair, a smile, and your favorite beverage  

          * Rain of shine. If rain concert will be inside Rec. Center 
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Valid Until November 30, 2021 

New Patients With Exam & X-Rays 

Not Valid With Any Other Offer. 

* 


